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PREF A CE.

T N the Beginning of the Winter of 1763,
when the Parliament was about to meet

for the firft Time after the Conclufion of a

long War, ‘when the Cultivation of the Arts

of Peace had been recommended from the
Throne, and the Attention of the Legiflature-
would be naturally turned upon the Redrefs

of Grievances, and the Eftablithment of public
Occonomy, I felt an Inclination to be pre-
fent at the Deliberations of fo auguft an Af-

fembly, at fo critical a Time, and on SubJe&s
{o Intoreﬂmg and Important.

T therefore-attended in the Houfe of Com-
mons, from its firft fitting till the Recefs at
Chriftmas, without Intermiffion, except one
Day, when a Breach of Privilege was com-
plained of, by a Member whofe Letter had
been charged by an Officer of the Poft-Office,
being that Day confined by Indifpofition: after
the Recefs, other Avocations rendered my
Attendance irregular.

A3 During .
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Durmg this Time the great Queftions con- |,
cerning the Grant' of Penfions on the civil
Eftablithment, and the Sums neceffary. for
the Military Eftablithment in time of Peace,
were dcbated A. Debate alfo. came .an,
Concerning an Addres to his Majefty on
the Peace, the Repmt of the Committee
appomtcd to enquire into the Infurre@i-
ons in the. North, * the Refidence of the
Clcrgy, thc Publication of a Libel, and feve-
ral Others, which were Obje&s of 2 very in-
terefted Curiofity. '

* By thefe Debates, carried on with the deep-
eft Penetration, the moft extenfive, Know-
ledge, and the moft forcible Eloguence, I
was fo imprefled, that, after I had left the
Houfe, the Voice of the Speaker was ftill. in
my Ears, and the Sentiments I had heard ex-
<luded all others from my Mind. I was
impelled, asit were, by. an irrefiftable Im-
puife, to commit to Paper what was thus for-
cibly retained by my Memory, hefore it thould
be mixed with other Ideas, orin any degree
obliterated by them; when I made the At-
tempt I found the Tafk flill eafier than I had
imagined, my Attention was more ﬁxcd and

- the
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the deliberate Rccolle&lon which Writing
made neceflary, brought back the Ideas in a
flow but regular Succeflion; and generally in
the very Words which had been ufed to'ex- -
prcfs them. ,

I had, mdced upon formet Occafions, ex=
perienced that my Memory was not unfaith-
ful with refpet to Sentiment, but that with
a mere Succeflion of Words, or Sounds, it
was not always to be trufted. I could, very
eatly in my Life remember the Principles of
an Argumcnt, and the Events of a Story, but:
I found it difficult to retain' mere Words,
when I was tolearn a Language, or the Suc-
ceffion of mere Sounds, when I applxcd to

Mufick.

Why fome Pcrfons remember, Words and:
Sounds, who cannot remember Principles and
Events, in a regular Series,I thall not here en-
quire ; but as, when we think, our Idéas oc- .
cur to our own Minds in fome Terms that
would exprefs them to another ; fo when we
recollect Ideas that have been communicated
to us under ceftain Terms, thofe Terms natu- -
rally occur with the Ideas; rather than any
other, being already affociited with them.,

Ay ‘ This
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“This feems to account for my having been
able to recolleét the Words, as well as the
Sentiments, of thofe whom I 'heard fpeak in
Parliament, without pofleffing that mechanis
¢cal Kind of Memory which can retain Terms,
not as Symbols but as Sounds, and which
fometimes diftinguithes thofe who difcover
fcarce any other Faculty of the Mind ; for
there have beent Perfons, who, though they
could repeata Difcourfe of confiderable length
delivered in a Language they did not under-
ftand, after once hearing it, yet could not have
comprehended' the meaning of it, if it had .
been delivered in their mother Tongue. Ido
not, however, pretend that I have always done
Juftice to the Speakers, either with refpect
to Language or ‘Sentiment, whatever is amifs,
therefore, in either, muft be imputed to me,

~though the Honour of whatever is excellent

- muft undoubtedly be theirs.

When I had fucceeded in recording thefe
Speeches, fo much to my own Satisfaction, I
- could not help withing to communicate the
Pleafure I had received. I confidered, that
nothing could be a more interefting Obje& of
Curiofity than the Sentiments of thofe who

have been felected by the Suffrages of their
Country




PREFACE v

Country to compofe the Suprenie Council of
the Nation, with refpect to the Laws which
are there formed for its Government ; and
that it muft afford the higheft Satxsfaétlon to
gvery Individual to fee the Reafon and Foun- .
dation ofthofe Acts on which Property, Ll-
berty, and Life depend.

I confidered alfo, that, except fome faint
and imperfe&t Attempts inEng/and,this Service
had never yet been rendered to the Publick ;
a Defire therefore of obtaining Honour to my-
felf, concurring with that of benefiting others,
both felf love and focial determined me to
make public what I colletted only for . my
private Anmfement and Satisfaction.

It is true, indeed, that the Subjets debated,
in the Parliament of Ireland, are not of the
fame lmportance with thofe of her fifter
Country, on which the Fate of a Conftitution,
that is the Admiration and Envy of the World
depends, and which in fome Degree involve
the Interefls of all the States in Europe; yet
they afford a fufficient Field for the Patriot.
and the Orator, and they affe@, not only this
Partof the Britifb Dominions, but have fome
relation to the whole. : ,

c The.
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The Parliamentary Debates, however, of
this Country are interefting; not only on ac-
‘count of the Importance of the Subje@s, but
the Abilities of the Speakers. Our Houfe of
Commons confifts of Gentlemen who have
eminently diftinguifthed themfelves in every

learned and honourable Profeffion ; and, upon

this Occafion, I cannot but obfervc, that there
is fcarce one Native of this Country in the

Parliament of England that is not a Speaker -

of fome Diftin¢tion. - Letme add, that, in my-
Travels through many Nations, during an ab-
fence of feven Years from my Country, I came
into no Kingdom where I did not find Na<
tives of Ireland, in every Profeffion; and al-
moft in every Art, who had been preferred to
eminent Stations merely by their Merit, hav--
ing entered the Counury under all the Difad-
vantages of Aliens, without Money, and withs=

out Friends.

1 flatter myfelf that thefe Debates, notwith-
ftanding the Injury they may have fuffered in
my Hands,will difcover Abilities in the Speak-
ers,that would do Honour to any Age and any
Nation ; and that, notwithftanding their diffe-
rent Situations and the different Circumftances

' in
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in which the Bufinefs of Parliament is tran-
fated, their Speeches will.not fuffer by a2 -
Camparifon even with thofe of the Sepate of
Great Britain.

In Ireland, as 1 have obferved before, the
Debates . are confined to Subjects that princi-
pally relate to its interior Intereft: The Par-
liament affembles but fix Months in a Revo-
lution of two Years; an indifpenfable atten-
dance on the Courts of Law prevents many
Members from being conftantly prefent, and -
the whole Number is comparatively few.

Thefe Circumftances confidered, the Spirit
of the Debates now offered to the Publick,
will do yet greater Honour to the Speakers, -
both with refpe& to their Principles and their
Abilities; and it may fafely be left to the
World to determine what a figire they would
make in an Affembly where their Eloquence
would be prompted by every Motive that can
influence the. Human Mind, at the fame
Time that they would acquire all the auxili-
ary Powers of Habit, by longand ﬁ'cqucnt
opportunities of Exertion, <

Ubon'
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" Upon the Whole I fatter myfelf that thefs
. Debates will not be found wholly unwotthy
either of the Subjes, or of the Speakers ; yet
as they were written entirely from' Membfy,
where fome of the flighter Traces may have
faded away, I hope the Publick will regard
them in the fame Light as they would a capi-
tal PiGure fomewhat injured, and here and
there retouched by an inferior Hand, yet fo
as nearly to imitate the Colouring, and always
fo preferve the Colitour.

In this light T would alfo fubmit. them to
the Gentlemen by whom they were delivered,
and who I hope will do me the Juftice to
believe that I have never wilfully deviated,

“either from their Sentiments or Expreflions ¢
This is all the Merit I claim, and all the At-
tonement I can make for fuch Imperfe@ions
as they thall difcover in the Work, except,
‘that T did not take any Notes, or procure any
Notes to be taken.

I ' mutft alfo, in juftice to thefe Gentlemen,
declare, that not a fingleSyllable of the follow-
ing Speeches has been thewn tQ the Perfon
fuppofed to have delivered it, nor have I had

thc leaft Communication wnh any Member
: con-
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.concerning them, either by Letter or Conver-
fation, immediately or by Proxy. The par-
ticular Intereft of Zre/and as a feparate Nation,
and -its. general Intereft as Part of the Bntz/b
Dominions being frequently difcuffed in the
following Debates, and mention being made
of feveral Reftrictions laid upon the Trade of

| Jreland by the.Laws of 'Great-Britain, an
Enquiry naturally rofe how far Great Britain
is benefited by fuch ReftriGions. As the Sub-
ject of this Enguiry .is of ,great Importance,
and has never yet been examined, it is hoped
that an Attempt to examine it will not be
thought an improper Sequel to this Work, and
that fuch Defe@s as may appear in it from
the Author’s want of fufficient Knowledge

“and Abilities for fo important an Undertak-
ing, will be fupplied by thofe who are: equal
to the Tafk.

The prefent Situation of Ireland is fuch as
renders it abfolutely neceffary that fome Peg-
fons of the greateft Experience and Abilities
thould make it the Qbje& of their ferious and
moft mature ‘Confideration, particularly as to
its Defence, when another War fhall break
out; itsGovernment, withrefpe& toPopularxty
and Refources; and, above all, its Trade in its

prefent



'S The PREF ACE. |
prefent and moft deplorable State, when the
high Price of Land, and confequently of afl
the Neceflaries of Life, is ftarving at leaft
one half of the few and miferable Inhabitants
of the Country. Where hereditary Proper-
ty is fo unequally divided, Trade only cah
feed the Hungry and cloath the Naked : And
I hope it will not be thought Prefumption in
ine to fay, that if a proper Attention is not
given to thefe Particulars foon, it will be too
late, and the Confequences will be fatal.

DEBATES
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Mr 7. . John Eyre, member for Galway. -
Mr 7 H. H. P.S..John Hely Hutchinfon, ansc-
member for Cotk,
Me E . Edmond Malone, member for Gnnad.
Mr . H William Hafwaxd meosber for Lanefbo<
' fough.
Rt ﬂon Mr 8. B. Ben;an‘ﬁn Burton, membcr for thc
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Mr { M “Thomas Malone, member for- thc (3 ot
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The Gentleman who took thefe DeBATRS, being in a diffant
Part of the Continent while they were printing, a Speech
of th¢ R.H, G. H. wbhich will be found in p. 640; was,
by Miftake, imputed to F. H H, the P.S. And the fol-
lowing Errors alfo efcaped the Prefs, awbhich the Reader it
requefied to correl.

Page 1, for March 10, read Ofober 1. ‘
37, line laft but one, inftead of for life, read at Wil
st. line 3. for Mr R. F. read Mr R. Fiz,
59. line 1. for keep, rud,-b:‘lf.
61. line 7. for prevented, read, pretended,
68. line 13. for the, read, a.
70. line 13. for opinions, read, opinion.
71. line 7. for precept, read, precepts.
29. line 20. for Charity, read, Chriflianity,
9s. line 16. for Wrong, read, mo Wrong.

120. line 4. for Examination, read, Examinations.

146. line 1. for R. F, read K. Fitx.

143. line laft but one, for the R. H, read, the H.

172. line a0. for T. H. read #. H.

380, 2d paragraph, line 1, for awas, read, is. line 3,
or avas, read, is. line 4. for gave, read gives,
line 5. for avere, read, are.

185. line laft but one, for dear, read, A

202. line thelaft, for Mr B, read Mr #, B,

208. line 4, for Command, read, Commiffions.
aa1. line 23. for Laws of Kingdom, read, Laws of the

Kingdom.

231, line 19. for facred, read, fecure.

‘254. line 4. for o, read, in. .
308. line 6. for Mr A. M. read, the R. H. Mr 4. M,
328. line 12. for fet, read, fat.

340. line 8. for Mr 4. M. read Mr 4, M.

3912. line 3. for H. T, read, H. F.

427. line 16. for Brandon, read, Bandon.

429. line 14. for Rt H—ble # B. read Rt H=ble 3. B,
448. line latt, for H. 7. read, H. F.

475, line 12, for Verois, read, Viris.

476. line 3. for Perois, read, Viris.

499. line 1. for brutifs, read, Britifp.

523, :line a. for W. P. read, W. C. : .

640. line 40, for . H. H. the P. S. read, the R. H.G. H.

663. line . for mon refidenced, read, mon rofident.

701, line 4. for the Serjeant, vead, of the Serwvant,

437+ line 13. for Deliberation, read, Deliberations,
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Arsaixs of IRELAND.
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TUESDAY, March 11,1763,
FIRST DAY.

)

A Cory of the Lard Licutenans’s Speech, -

) My Lords amf Gentlemen,

is with the utmoft Satisfation that, in
Obedience to his Majefty’s Commands, I
am now to meet a Parliament which has al-
ready given fo many and fuch very diftin-
guithed Proofs of its Zeal and Unanimity in
the Support and Service of the Crown,

I have it exprefly in Command from his.
Majetty to declare to you his entire Approba=
tion of your paft Condu&, and to aflure you
that the whole Courfe of your late Proceed-

ings
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ings has filled his royal Mind with every Sen-
timent of. Regard which can flow froma-juft
and gracious Sovereign towards a dutiful and
a loyal People.

At is with particular Satisfaion I commnu-
nicate to you at the Opening of this Seffion of
Parliament thofe great and important Events
which have occurred fince your laft Meeting.

"By the'Conclufion of a general Peace, the
Tranquillity of every Part of Eurgpe is per-
fectly re-eftablithed ; his Majefty’s Dominions
arg enlarged ; the Commerce of his Subjeéts
" is extended ; and you are, at length, relieved
from thofe Burthens which are unavoidable
in’ ‘the Progrcfs even of the moﬁ fuccefsful

War.
Intcrcﬁed as you are, in the Happmefsof
fo excellent a Sovereign ; and fenfible, as you,
been, of the .ineftimable publick
rhich you have enjoyed under his
Houfe ; 'you 'will receive with
‘he Information of the aufpicious
e Prince of Wales, and of the fur-
afe of the Royal Family, by the
fecond Prince : Events which pro-
mife
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mife fuch an Addition to his Majefty’s domef-

tic Felicity, and fuch 3 lafting Security to our™
happy Conttitution,

'Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,

I have ordered the proper Officers to pre-
pare the feveral Accounts and Eftimates, that
they may be laid, in due Time, before you :
You will obferve, that although, from the Ex-
igencies of feveral extraordinary Services, the
Expences of the two preceding Years have
confiderably exceeded what was ufual in
Times of Peace ; yet they are fallen far fhort -
of the Sums which were fo liberally voted in
the laft Seffion,. a great Part of which ftill re~
mains unborrowed * : His Majefty havmg de-«
termined to make Ufc of the Credit given to
his Government in no other Proportion than,
as the Neceflity of his Service exactly required.
I confider it as extremely fortunate, that I en-
ter upon the Government of this Kingdom at
a Time when the Situation of publick Affairs

* This Word having been cenfured by fome without
Doors as not a Denifon of our Language, itis not im+
proper to obferve, that un is a Privative or Negative
Particle, which is placed, almoft at Will, before Adjec-
tives and Adyerbs, and has been placed before borrowed
both by Dryden and Locke.

TR will
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will perinit fo very confiderable 2 Diminution
of the public Expence, and when Iam com-
manded by his Majefty to thank you only for
your paft Efforts, without again having Re-
courfe to the experienced Liberality of Parlia-
ment ; I have nothing to”atk but the Conti-
nuance of the Supplies for the Support of the
ordinary Eftablithment, which it is hoped will
not exceed the Produce of the ordinary Re-
veriue, and I recommend to you a proper At-
tention to the Reduction of the public Debt,

My Lords and Gentlemen,

Not only my Duty, but my earneft good
“Withes for the Profperity of Ireland, oblige
me to take this Opportunity of mentioning
to you the only unpleafing Circumftance
which has occurred fince my Entrance upon
this Government ; the tumultuous Rifings of
the lower People, in Contempt of Laws and
of Magiftracy, and of every conftitutional
Subordination, muft, if not duly attended to,
“be produive of the moft fatal Confequences,
they are a Difgrace to a Country of Liberty ;
they are ruinous to a Country of Commerce;
and muft be particularly fatal here, where the

- leaft Check to the rifing Spirit of Induftry is
o fo
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fo very fenfibly felt, and fo very difficult to be
retrieved ; no Medns can ferve more effetu-
ally to prevent thefe Diforders for the future,
than the Encouragement of fuch Inftitutions
" as tend to imprefs on the Minds of the lower
Order of People, early Habits of Induftry,
and true Principles of Religion: For this
Purpofe, your Proteftant Charter Schools were
eftablithed, to which I therefore recommend
the Continuance of your Care, Encourage-
ment, and Support : Your Linen Manufac-
ture demands, and will reward every Inftance
of Public; Attention ; there is nothing which
can more properly excite your future Endea-~
yours, and nothing has more fully anfwered
your former Expe&ations : This Mannfacture
has been, at all Times, the favourite Obje&
of Parliamentary Encouragement ; and I
fhould be concerned that any National Ad-
vantage which bas been cultivated under the
Adminiftration of my Predeceflors, thould be
neglected under mine : Be affured you cannot
take any Meafures which will be more grate-
ful to his Majefty ; or, which I fhall be more
{ollicitous to forward, than thofe which may
in any Refpe&, advance the growing Profpe-
rity of this very improveable Country; If,
therefore, any of your Manufadtures may be

B2 further
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further extended ; ; ifany Thing can be done
towards exciting the Spirit, or, providing the
Means of Induftry : If any Improvements.in
“Agriculture can be produced, upon wife and
pralticable Principles; and in every Thing
that tends to the Encouragement of Virtue,
or the promoting of true Religion, you will
have, towards the Attainment of thofe Ends,
not only my zealous Co-operation, but his
Majefty’s fteady and willing Protection. I
come to this Government with the King’s
exprefs Commands, and my own- very warm
Inclination to recommend and fupport fuch
Meafures : His Majefty has the firmeft Reli-
“ance on your experienced Duty and Loyalty ;
on your unbiafs’d Regard to the Public ; and
he doubts not that this Seffion of Parliament
will be carried on in a Manner fuitable to
your own Djgnity, and to the Unamtmty of
your paft Proceedings.

If the moft inviolable Attachment to his
Majefty, and Zeal for his Service ; if a firm
Adherence to thofe Principles by which the
Proteftants of Ireland have gver been diftin-
guithed, were Qualifications fufficient for the
Difcharge of the high and arduous Truft com-
mitted to my Hands, I might infure to myfelf
an

1
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an Adminiftrationnot unacceptable to Parlia-*
ment : And I ftill flattes myfelf, that, as the
.only Ends I have in Purfuit are the King’s
Service and the Public Welfare, I may obfain
the only Rewards 1 have in View, his Majef-
ty’s favourable Acceptance of my Services,
and yonr entire Approbation of my Condutt,

" Mr W— B— moved, that an humble Ad-
drefs fhould be prefented to his Majefty to
affure his Majcﬂ'y that we fhall be always
ready to give him the moft convincing Proofs
of our Loyalty and Zeal for the Support of
his Crown and Dignity. To exprefs our
warmeft Gratitude for the gracious Approba-
tion with which his Majefty is pleafed to ho-
nour our paft Conduct; and to affure his Ma-
jefty that we fhall in the Courfe of our future
Proceedings, by our Perfeverance in the fame
Principles of Duty and Loyalty, endeavour to
deferve the Continuance of his Majefty’s royal
Favour and Prote@ion. To return our moft
dutiful and moft grateful Thanks to his Ma-
jefty for his paternal Care, in being gracioufly
pleafed, upon the Re-eftablithment of a gene-
ral Peace, immediately to relieve his loyal and
faithful Subje@s of this Kingdom from thofe
heavy Burdens which they chearfully bore,

- Bj during
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during the late fuccefsful War. To exprefs
the Happinefs we muft feel from every new,
Acceflion to his Majefty’s Dominions, and
Extenfion of the Commerce .of his Such&s‘
To exprefs our moft unfeigned Joy, upon the
aufpicious Birth of a Prince of Wales, and of
the further Addition to his Majefty’s Royal
Houfe, by the Birth of a fecond Prince ;
Events, which, as they promife fo great af
Addition to his Majefty’s domeftic Felicity,
and fuch a laﬂ'.mg Security to our happy Con-
ftitution, muft give the hlghcﬁ Pleafure to a
People deeply interefted in the Happinefs of
fo excellent a Sovereign, and fo fully fenfible
of the ineftimable public Bleflings which they
have, without Interruption, enjoyed under his
Majeﬁy s illuftrious Houfe. To acknowledge
it as a particular Inftance of his Majefty’s
“tender Concern for the Welfare of this King-
* dom, that he has been gracioufly pleafed to
appoint a chief Governor io prefide over us,
of whofe approved Fidelity to his Majefty,
and fteady Attachment to his royal Houfe,
we are fully perfuaded, and of whofe Ho-
nour, Juftice, Integrity, and other eminent
Qualities, we have conceived the higheft O~
pinion. Toexprefsour juft Senfe of his Ma-
jefty’s great Goodnefs in having made ufe of

the
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the Credit given to his Government in the laft
Seffion of Parliament, in no other Proportion
than as the Neceflity of his Service exactly
required; and to affure his Majefty that we
thall, with the greateft Chearfulnefs, continue
the neceflary Supplies for the Support of the
ordinary Eftablithment, with a proper Atten-
tion to the Redu&ion of the public Debt. To
affure his Majefty that we have feen, with the’
greateft Concern, the tumultuous Rifings of
the lower People, in Contempt of Laws, of
Magiftracy, and of every conftitutional Sub-
ordination, which, if not duly attended to,
muft be productive of the moft fatal Confe-
quences, and which, we are fully fenfible, are
difgraceful to a Country of Liberty, and rui-’
nous to a Country of Commerce: That we
are convinced that no Means can ferve more
effeGtually to prevent the like Diforders for
the future, than the Encouragement of fuch -
Inftitutions as tend to imprefs on the Minds of
the lower Order of People early Habits of In-
duftry, and true Principles of Rehglon ; and for
this defirable Purpofe we fhall continue our
Care, Encouragement, and Support of the Pro-
teftant Charter Schools, and fhall have the firicts
eft Attention to every Method by which our

Linen ManufaGure may be improved and ex-
B 4 . tendedo
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tcnde/da-b To affure his Majefty, that we fhall
be actuated by the fame Principles of Duty
and Loyalty, by the fame unbiafled Regard

to the Public, which recommended our Con-

dué& in the laft Seflion of Parliament, to the
Approbation of the beft of Princes; and to
declare, that we confider the Continuance of
his Majefty’s royal Prote¢tion as the fure and

%y folid Foundation of eur Welfare and Profpe-
rity, '

Mr B—'s Motion was feconded by Mr

C— C—, who exprefled - himfelf to the fol-
lowing Effe&t ;' '

. Mr. Se—,

Although T am confclous that the honous
rable Gentlemen who moved for the Addrefs,
has exprefled the Sentiments of the Houfe in
general, in which my own are included, in a
mafterly and pathetic Manner, which makes
it impeoffible to fpeak after him, on the fame
Subje&, without great Difadvantage, yet the
Gratitude that I feel to the beft of Sovereigns
will not fuffer me to be filent; -and upon this

- Occafion I had rather be diftinguithed by the
Warmth of my Heart, than by the Force of
py Underftanding, or the Elegance of my

- | Elocutiop,

e o
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Elocution. The truly paternal Attention
which his Majefty has {hewn to this loyal,
brave, and free Nation, ever fince his Accefli-
on to the Throne, has infpired me with Sen-
timents too powerful to be fupprefled ; and
the Declarations madé, on the Behalf of his
Majefty, by the Lord Lieutenant from the
Throne, cannot fail to fill every Breaft in the
Kingdom with equal Gratitude and Joy; for
who is there that does not only know, but feel
his Intereft in that delightful Profpe@ of
Tranquillity and Happinefs which thefe De-
clarations have thrown open before us? What
can be more pleafing to. a Nation, that has a
lively Senfe of the Bleffings it enjoys in the
full Poffeffion of its civil and religious Rites,
under the aufpicious Government of theil-
luftrious Family that now fits upon the
Throne, than to find that our moft amiable
and truly Britifb Prince has taken the firfk
Opportumty of expreffing, in the ftrongeft
Manner, his Approbation of the Conduct of /
- its Reprefentatives, his faithful Commons in
the laft Seffions, and of affuring them, that
the Burden of thofe Taxes, which a juft War
made indifputably neceffary, fhall now be
fulpended. The Increafe of the Family of
fuch a Sovereign cannot but be regarded as

an
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an earneft, that thofe Bleflings, of which he
is the Fountain, fhall flow'to us, and to our
Pofterity, in copious and perpetual Streams,
which neither Change, nor Time, fhall be able
to divert or exhautt.

But there is yet another Inftance of his
Majefty’s moft gracious Attention to this
Nation, which, Iam fure, I cannot mention |
with greater Pleafure than it will be heard;
he has fent over to us a Nobleman equally
diftinguifthed for his Abilities in Public, as
for his amiable Qualities in private Life; a
Nobleman, to whom, Nature and Fortune
“have vied in Liberality, and, to whom Vir-
tue has vouchfafed ftill fuperior Endowments;
his Generofity and Benevolence are equal to
his Poffeffions, which, in his Hands, are no
more than the Power of doing Good, intruft-
ed with him, as the Delegate of Providence,
for the Benefit of Mankind; but he does not
ftop even here, his Virtue is not only Genuine
but Splendid, his Liberality is heightened by
a Tafte and Magnificence, which have been
equalled by few, and excelled by none; by
fuch a Difpofition, joined with fuch a For-
tune, he not only refleéts Honour upon his

Country, but gives it the ftrongeft Pledge of
his
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his Superiority to Temptation, and his invio~
lable Attachment to the Public Good ; for
what can influence him to betray his Truft,
~ whofe fupreme Delight is to fulfill it, or what

can feduce him to illicit Gain, who defpifes
illicit Pleafures, and whofe Fortune already
enables him to poflefs thofe which his Virtue
prompts him to defire. In Governors, in-
deed, of whatever denomination, a fuperio-
rity of Fortune feems to be a Requifite of
great Importance, for, without it, the very de-
fire of doing Good becomes fometimes a Snare
todoEvil ; the mere wifh of impotent Benevo-
lence,though it is a kind, is a painful Senfation, ‘
and where there is not Ability to fulfill it, frc-
quently creates a Dependance pernicious in
its confequences, however fpecious in its in-
tention. :

It is happy for me, Sir, and for the Public,
that I cannot be accufed of making my Court
by a fanciful Panegyric. The Truth of what
I have advanced is too well known, and
too generally acknowledged ; and his Excel-
lency has given us an earneft of his Talents
for the important Truft, that is devolved upon
him, by his Speech from the Throne, which -
is now the Subje& of our Conﬁdcratnon 5 he

has
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has feleGed and récommended to us thofe
- Obje@s of National concern, that are indubi-
tably moft interefting to this Kingdom: He
has recommended the bringing the deluded
and unhappy People in the lower Clafs of
Life, who have been drawing Confufion upon
the State, and Mifery upon Themfelves, at
once to a'Senfe of their Intereft, and their
Duty, which are eternally and infeperably u-
nited ; as thefe Irregularities muft arife either
from erroneous Principles, or that licentiouf-
nefs which Idlenefs never fails to produce,
he has alfo recommended the Encouragement
and Support of the Proteftant Charter Schools,
and the Linen Manufa&ory ; and he has pro-
mifed, inthe warmeft and moft emphatxcal
Terms, that he will heartily concur in effec-
ting the good and important Purpofes he re~
commends ; as fuch are his Majefty’s gracious
Difpofitions towards us, fuch is his Reprefen-
tative among us, and fuch are the Declara~
tions from the Throne, I moft earneftly fe-
cond the Motion for an Addrefs of Thanks to
his Majefty for the fame, .

It was then refolved, Nem. Con. that an
humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty
to the Eﬁ"e& already mentioned, and ordered

‘that
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that 2 Committee be appointed to draw it up,
and a Committee Wwas appointed - accord-
ingly. ‘

The R—t H——=ble Mr T— C— then
moved, that an humble Addrefs of Thanks be
prefented to his Excellency, the Lord Lieu-
tenant, for his moft excellent Speech-this Day
to both Houfes of Parliament, and {poke to
the following Effect ; '

Mr, §——,

After what has fo truly, and fo forcibly
been faid in commendation onhg Nobleman,
whom his Majefty, asa fignal Mark of his
paternal Care and Attention to his loyal and
faithful Subje@s of Ireland, has appointed to
be Lord Lieutenant of this Kingdom,™ by the
honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft, the
Motion I have to make, that an humble Ad-
drefs of Thanks be prefented, for his moft ex-
cellent Speech, can be confidered only as a
- neceflary Compliance with the Forms of the
Houfe; fince Iam confident that every one
who hears me, feels already thofe Sentiments
in his Heart, of which, Thanks, in the warm-
eft apd frongeft Terms, are no more than
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the Expreflion : The Speech itfelf, though
one of the beft I ever heard on the like Oc-
cafion, is fuch only as might be expe¢ted from

a Nobleman, fo diftinguithed by every great
and good Quality that can endear the Man,

or adorn the Governour, fo fit to reprefent a -

Prince, who isat once the Happinefs and the
Glory of his People, whofe Virtues are fuch
as convert every Wifh, however luxuriant,
into a well-grounded Hope, and promife
reality and permanence to whatever Bleflings
Imagination can form ; under fuch an Admi-
niftration, no expetations of Advantage with-
in the Verge ofPoflibility are romantic, for it
cannot be imagined that he, who has hither~
to been fo eminently diftinguithed for Inte-
grity, Honour, and Munificence, will lofe any
Opportunity of difplaying them with yet
brighter Luftre, and more extenfive Influence,
by the Power which he derives from delegat-
- ed Royalty, and a Charadter equally exalted
and endearing, the fubftituted Father of 2
grateful People.

Mr. C having thus introduced, and
made his Motion, was feconded by Mr. S—
M. , junior,

Upon
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Upon which,. it was refolved, Nem. Con.
that an humble Addrefs of Thanks be prefent-
ed to his Excellency, the Lord Lieutenant, for
his moft excellent Speech this Day to both
Houfes of ‘I?arliament.

WED-
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WEDNESDAY, OZ. 12, 1763.
SECOND DAY.

HERE was a meeting of the Commit-
tee, appointed to draw up the Addrefs
to his Majefty, in the S —'s Chamber,
when no Objetion was made to it, as it was
produced, except that it was propofed inftead
of the Words ““ congratulate * wi¢b his Majef-

# The original Reading was right, congratulate i both
an A&ive and a Neuter Verb, as an A&ive Verb, it fig-
nifies, 13 exprefs Joy for.the good of another ; as a Neuter
Verb, it fignifies, to rejoice in participation for a common
goad, and is always ufed with the Prepofition with ; now
the Birth of the Prince being an Event not only bene-
ficial to the King, but to the People, the Word congratu-
late thould have been ufed as a Neuter, not an A&ive
Verb, and by making it an Aive Verb, omitting the
Word with, half the Complement is taken away, for it
implies, that the Birth of a Prince is a good only to his
Parents like 2 common Child, whezeas, by making the
Verb Neuter, and congratulating with the King, it im-
pliesa good to the People; Swift ufes the Expreffion
congratulate with, in his Introdu&ion to Polite Converfa-
tion : In Defence of the ObjeQion, it was faid that con is
with, but if this proves any thing, it proves too much,
for if with, for this Reafon, thould not be ufed with con-
. gratulate, neither fhould it be ufed with condole or con-
cur.

ty’),
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ty,” to infert * congratulate his Majefty,”.
which was agreed to.

Mr. W—— B—— reported from the
Committee, appointed to draw up an Ad-
drefs to his Majefty, that they had drawn up
an Addrefs accordingly, which he read in his
Place, and after delivered in at the Table,
where the fame was read, and is as follows :

Cory of the ADDRESS.

« Moft Gracious Sovereign,

We your Majefty’s moft Datiful and Loyal
Subjects, the Commons of Ireland, in Parlia-
ment aflfembled, firmly attached to your Ma-
_jefty’s Sacred Perfon, royal Family, and Go-
vernment, humbly beg Leave to affure your
Majefty, that we fhall be always ready to give
your Majefty every convincing Proof of our
Loyalty and Zeal for the Support: of your
Majefty’s Crown and Dignity.

The-Approbation with which your Majefty
has been gracioufly pleafed to honour our °
paft Condu@, fills our Hearts with the warm-
eft Sentiments of Gratitude, and lays us under
the ftrongeft Obligation, to endeavour by a

C con-
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conftant Perfeverance in the fame Principles
of Duty. and Loyalty, to deferve the Contina-
ance of your Royal Favour and Proteflion.

We thirk it our indifpenfable Daty, to re--
turn your Majefty our moft grateful and fin-
cere Acknowledgments for your paternal
Care, in being gracioufly pleafed, upon the
Re-eftablithment of 4 general Peace, imme-
diately to relieve your loyal and faithful Sub- -
je€ts of this Kingdom, from thofe heavy Bur-
dens, which they chearfully bore during the
Continuance of the late fuccefsful War; and
we humbly beg Leave to affure your Majefty, °
that we feel the greateft Happinefs, from
every new Acceflion to your Majefty’s Do-
minions, and Extenfion of the Commerce of
your Subjeéts.

Permit us to cmigmtulate your Majefty,
upon the aufpicious Birth of the Prince of
Wales, and the further Addition to your Ma-

jefty’s Royal Houfe by the Birth of a fecond . |

Prince; Events, which, as they. promife fo
- greatan Addition to your Majefty’s Domeftic
* Felicity, and fuch a lafting Security to our
happy = Conftitation, muft give the higheﬁ:
Pleafure to 2 People deeply interefted in the

HJP’P
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Happinefs of fo excellent a Sovereign, and fo
fully fenfible of the ineftimable public Blef+
fings, which they have, without Interruption,
enjoyed, ynder your illuftrious Houte.

We acknowledge it, as 3 particular Inftance
of your Majefty’s tender Concern for the
Welfare of this Kingdom, that you have been
gracioufly pleafed to appoint a chief Gavernor
to prefide over us, of whofe approved Fide-
lity to your Majefty, and fteady Aftachment

* to your Royal Houfe, we are fully perfuad-
. ¢d ; and of whofe Honour, Integrity, Juftice,
and other eminent Qualities, we have con-
ecived the higheft Opipion,

We are moft gratefully affected with your
Majefty’s Goodnefs, in having made Uke of
the Credit given to your Government, in the
laft Seflion of Parliament, in no other. Pro-
portion than as the Neceffity of your Service
exaltly required; And we fhall with the
greateft Chearfulnefs, continue the neceflary
Supplics, for the Support of your Majefty’s
ordinary Effablifbment, with a proper Attene
tiom to the Reduction of the public Debt.

Cs - W
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We have feen, with the deepeft Concern,
the tumultuous Rifings of the lower People,
in Contempt of Law, of Magiftracy, and of
every conflitutional Subordination, which, if
not duly attended to, muft be productive of
the moft fatal Confequences, and which, we
are fully fenfible, are difgraceful to a Country
of Liberty, and ruinous to a Country of Com-
merce. :

We are convinced that no means can more
effeCtually prevent the like Diforders for the
future, than the Encouragement of fuch In-
ftitutions, astend to imprefs on the Minds of
the lower Order of People, early Habits of
Induftry, and true Principles of Religion ; and,
for this defirable Purpofe, we fhall continue
our Care, Encouragement, and Support of
the Proteftant Charter Schools;  and fhall
have the ftriGteft Attention to every Method,

by which our Linen Manufa@ure may be im-
‘proved and cxtcndcd

We beg Leavc humbly to affure your Ma-
jefty, that we fhall be auated, in our future
Proceedings, by the fame Principles of Duty
and Loyalty, by the fame unbiafied Regard to

the
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the Public, that recommended our Condu&
in the Jaft Seffion of Parliament, to the Ap-
probation of the beft of Princes; and that we
fhall always confider the Continuance of your
Majefty’s Royal Protettion, as the fure and
folid Foundation of our Welfare and Profpe-

ﬁty""

~ 'The fixth Paragraph, being read a fecond -
Time, Mr E— S— P— got up and faid,
that the Words ordinary Eftablifbment, {eem-
ed to include a Senfe- which had intirely ef-
caped him in the Committee, and that he
muft now give fome Reafons why he thought
them improper; the Words he faid might
be taken to imply the Eftablithments hither-
to granted, and would then include the Pen-
fions, which he never could confider as con-
ftitutionally neceffary to the Support of Go-
vernment, nor did he imagine it to be the
Senfe of the Houfe that they were fo; as he
was therefore of Opinion that the Houfe did
not mean to declare their Acquiefcence in the
Continuation of the Penfions, and as theWords
ordinary Efiablifbment, were fo far ambigu-
ous, as in the Opinion, of fome at leaft, to ex-
prefs fuch an Acquiefcence, he faid he thought
they fhould be changed for fome other, the
C3 - Senfe



84 Debates relative tothe  [Dav 1,

fenfe of which was more definit¢ and cer-
tain; he faid that it was not the Bufinefs of
that Day to enter into a ctitical Difquifition
concerning the Import of the Words he ex
¢epted to, nor was he juft then prepared ex-
_ altly to define them, but propofed, asan eafy
Expedient to remove all poffible difference
in Conftru@ion, that the Words ordinary
Efiablifbment, might be expunged, and the
Word, Government, itiferted in their ftead, -
which he moved accordingly.

He was anfwered by the R—t H—=ble
F— A—, who faid, thiat the Words ordi-
hary Efiablifbment, were a Parliamentary Ex-
preffion, confirmed by long and uninterrupted
Ufe, and inferted in almoft every Addrefs that
had been prefented from that Houfe to the
Throne; that they had iiever been known
to ferve as a Foundatioh, for any Claim hot
more explicitly admitted, and that, therefore,
there Was not the leaft Reafon to fufpe@ that
they would now be perverted to ferve any

- fuch Purpofe s he obferved alfo, that if any
fuch Defign thould be formed, it would never
fucceed, becaufe no Expreffion in an Addrefs
Wwas obligatory, or even fuppofed to be fo ;
Addreffes being confidered only as Things of

: . ' courfe; -
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courfe, a general Expreflion of Duty, Loyalty,
and Attachment relative to the Speech from
the Throne; he added, that he was firmly
perfuaded hlS worthy Friend upon the Bench
behind him, (Mr P—) would be the firft Man
in the Houfe, to thew a well-timed Spirit:
of Oppofition againft any Perfon who fhould
claim a Right to infer an Acquiefcence of that
Houfe to any one Point, from an Expreffion
in an Addrefs; as the Words in Queftion
therefore were juftified by inconteftible and
repeated Precedents, and as changing them
would thew an #ll grounded and offenfive
Diffidence, without anfwering any one good
Purpofe, he thought they could not with
Propriety be removed for any other, efpe--
cially as his worthy Friend had declared that
this was not a proper Time to examine criti-
cally into theit Meaning, and had candidly
confefled himfelf unable to affign it. Ifit
had not been for this Conceflion, he faid, he
fhould have been tempted to have called
upon him for an Explanation, but as no fuch
Explanation was either given, or offered, and
as a Change of thefe Words would render the
Addrefs fingular, by departing from the
Words of the Speech from the Throne, which,

u had been always the Practice to adopt in
Cq . Ade
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Addreffes from the Houfe, he declared him-
felf againft the Motion,

The P— S—~——, and A—— G , faid,
that, notwithftanding, the Words in Queftion
were fupported by Precedent, and truly Par-
liamentary, yet that the Change propofed
was a Matter of fo little confequence, that
they did not think it neceflary to take up the
Time of the Houfe in a Difpute about it, and
therefore agreed to the Alteration propofed.

The $—— G—, Mr — G——, then
got up, and fpoke as follows :

Mr S_—,

Tdo not get up to oppofe the Alteration
~ fuggefted by my worthy Friend, which, how-
ever, I fhould certainly do, if I had any of
thofe Sufpicions which he feems to entertain,
for if I thought that any Advantage would be
taken of a Conceffion of this Houfe, in an
Addrefs, I fhould certainly oppofe the Infer-
tion of the Word Government, inftead of the
Words ordinary Efiablifbment, which, perhaps,

more effe¢tually than any other, preclude fuch

Advantage,at leaft much more effe@tually than
the Word propofed to be fubftituted in their
ftead ;
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ftead ; as a feeming Diftruft has induced him
- to propofe the Alteration, fo, on the contrary,
nothing but the utmoft Confidence could in-
duce me to confent to it, for we differ diame-
trically, as to the Force of the two Expreffi-
ons. 'The Word Government, is furely liable
to a larger Conftru&ion than the Words or-
dinary Effablifoment : The Words ordinary
Eftablifoment, if they have any Meaning, mutt .
certainly exclude fomething, whereas, the
Word Government admits all; I would fub-
mit it to my worthy Friend himfelf, whether
Ordinary does not neceflarily exclude Extra-
ordinary, and, whether he does not think
many of the Sums granted .laft Year come
under the latter Denomination, particularly,
thofe granted for carrying on the War: The
Words ordinary Eftablifbment, therefore, if
they can be fuppofed to include all the indi-
vidual and fpecific Sums granted laft Year,
muft be fuppofed to include what is not Or-
dinary, or elfe thie Expences of 2 War muft
be fuppofed to come under that Denomina-
tion: Which fide of this Dilemma then
thall we take? Shall we fay that the Ex-
pences of War come under our Ordinary Ef-
tablithment ? Or thall we fay that the Words
Ordi-
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Ordinary and Extraordinary mean the fame
Thing? If by ordinary Efiablifoment, it is
abfurd to fuppofe all the fpecific Sums granted
Iaft Year to be included, why thould we fup-
pofe it to include Penfions, merely becaufe
Penfions were granted, or continued laft Year ?
It would be certainly much more eafy to
found a Claim of granting or continuing Pen.
fions, upon the general Engagement to fup.
port his Majefty’s Government, than, upon
the fpecific and limited Promife, to fupport
his ordinary Eftablifoment, which is all that
. has been afked on his Majefty’s behalf: To
fupport Government it is frequently neceflary
to give very confiderable Sums, as well by
way of Penfion as. otherwife, for fecret Ser-
vice, of which the Crown is the fole Arbiter
and Judge, and which, by the very Nature
of the Thing, cannot be fufficiently difclofed
to be particularly accounted for ; it is, indeed,

both our Duty and Inclination to fupport his
Ma]eﬁy s Government in the Juft and Ge-
nuine Senfe of the Word, but yet the gene-
ral Expreffion of {upporting Government, is
more liable to be ftretched into a Senfe not
neceffarily included in it, than the Words
Ordinary Eftablifbment, befides, being in it-
felf, and in its juft and genuine Meaning, a

Word
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Word of much more extenfive Signification ; .
in a Word, Sir, the Terms of the Speech
could not poflibly have been chofen if any
Thing not openly and explicitly avowed had
been intended ; I conclude, therefore, from
the very Choice of the Words, that there was
no fuch Intention, and that as no Advantage
was meant to be taken of us by the Words -
originally inferted, no Advantage will be
taken of that now propofed in their ftead,
and, for that Reafon, readily agree to the Al-
teration. .

'The Alteration wasaccordingly made.

The Right H—ble 7~ C— then read the
following Addrefs to the Earl of Northum-
berland, Lord Lieutenant General, and Gene-
ral Covernor of Ireland. .

* May it pleafe yourt Excellency,

We his Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal
Subjects, the Commons of Ireland, in Parlia-
ment aflembled, return your Excellency our
" moft fincere Thanks for your moft excellent
Speech from the Throne ; and we beg Leave
to congratulate your Exccllency on your Ap-

point-
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pointment to the Government of this King-
dom.

We are inexpreflibly happy that our paft
Conduét has met with his Majefty’s Appro- |
~ bation ; and we flatter ourfelves that by our ‘
future Proceedings we fhall not forfeit that
Regard, which his Majefty has fo gracioufly
condefcended to honour us with.

We beg Leave to exprefs our Satisfaction, ’
that the Situation of public Affairs will

permit fo very confiderable a Diminution of
the Public Expences ; and that your Excel-
lency is appointed to the Government of this
Kingdom at fo happy a Period. And we af- |
fure your Excellency we fhall moft chearfully
grant fuch Supplies as fhall be neceflary for
the Support of his Majefty’s Government,
and fhall give all proper Attention to the Re-
duction of the National Debt.

.. The Rifings of the lower People, men-
- tioned by your Excellency, give us the ut-
moft Concern ; they deferve, and fhall have,
our clofeft Attention; and we are fully fen-
fible that no Means can ferve more effeCtually

to prevent thofe Diforders for the future, than
the
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the Encouragement of fuch Inflitutions as
tend to imprefs on the Minds of the lower

Order of People, early Habits of Induftry, and
true Ideas of Religion.

As we are fully perfuaded that your Excel-
lency will, upon -all Occafions, be ready to
forward the growing Profperity of this very
improveable Country ; fo we fhall, on our
Parts, be folicitous to demonftrate to the
World, that we cannot more effectually ferve
our own Interefts, than by endeavouring,
through the whole Courfe of our: Proceed-
ings, to contribute to the Honour, the Eafe,

and Permanency of your Excellency’s Admi-
niftration.”

Mr H— F— afterwards ﬁood up and
fpoke as follows :

Mr. S—,

It muft give every Member of this Houfe
the higheft Satisfaion to refle®, that we
now meet freed and difencumbered from the
Apprehenfions under which we fuffered the
Beginning of the laft Seffions : , We have alfo
the Happinefs of being acquainted with the
Difpofitions of each other, fo that no Requi-

" fite
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fite is wanting for the mature Confideration
of what may be moft for the Advantage of
our Country, independent of every other Ob-
je&. It is, however, a melancholy Reflecti-
on, that thofe who diftingyith themfelves by
their Independance, Difintereftednefs, and
public Spirit, thofe who make the Advantage
of their Country their only Obej&, are too
often branded by the Name of Faé#ion, and
under that opprobious Appellation held forth
tq public Obloquy and Reproach, merely be-
caufe they will not concur with the mean,
interefted, and felfith Views of thofe who im-
" plicitly adept the Meafures of a Court, that
they may themfelves become .the Obje&s of
Court Favour. But whatever defigning Kna-
very may pretend, or thoughtlefs Ignorance
admit, the Word Faétion, as a Term of Re-
proach, may be juftly retorted upon thofe by
whom it is fo liberally beftowed upon others.

Thofe are certainly a Fation, in this Senfe,
who unite upon any felfith or contra&ed
Views, agamﬁ the public or general Intereft,

whether they are many or few : Thofe who
infidioufly endeavour to extend the Preroga-
_ tive, under the fpecious Pretence of fupport-
ing it, thofe who encourage the Exercife of
unconﬁxtunonal Pawer, aflumed by a Mini-

. fter
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fter under the Colour of ftrengthening . the
Hands of Government, and thofe who concur
in the Diftribution of pecuniary Gratificati-
ons to Individuals, at the Expence of the Na-
tion, as a Compliment to royal Munificence,
thofe and thofe only deferve to be ﬁigmatized .
by the Name of FaéZion. It is certain, in-
deed, that they do not more miftake their
own true Intereft than the true ‘Intereft of
thofe in whofe Meafures they implicitly con-
cur ; as the fupreme and only real Happinefs
and Honour of the Prince, are derived wholly
from the Freedom, Wealth, and Happinefs
of his People, fo the Happinefs and Honour
of a Minifter, if he is capable of apy Thing
that may be truly fo called, are nothing more
than the refleted Honour and Happinefs of
his Prince ; fo true it is that Providence has
made the real Happinefs of the Individual de-
pead upon the fame Conduét that produces
the Happinefs of the whole ; that every Vice
is manifeftly a Folly; and he who facrifices
the Intereft of his Country, its Freedom, In-
dependance, or Wealth, to any private. Advan-~
tage of himfelf, his Family, or his Friends, -
eventually betrays the very Jgdividuals he
would ferve, by taking away what is of infi-
pitely more Value than apy Thing he can
ST give
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" give ; for what, in the Eftimation of Henefty
.and Reafon, can be equivalent to a common
Intereft in thofe invaluable Bleflings that dif-
. «tinguith a free People! God forbid-that I
fhould renounce or difparage the forcible, yet
tender Ties of perfonal Friendfhip, parental
Affetion, or ingenuous Gratitude ; permit
me to fay, that no Man in this Houfe is more
under the' Influence of thefe Attachments
than myfelf ; ho Man has more ardent Love
for his Friend, a ftronger Senfe of Obligation,
nor warmer Paffions; nor do I dream that
any Man is bound to love thofe whom he has
never feen more than thofe who are indear-
ed to him by the Ties of Nature, and. of
Blood ; much lefs that he can love the Public,
who does not love his Relations and Friends,
which muft make, to every one not deftitute
of Humanity, the moft endearing Part of it; .
but, I fay, that he only purfues the true In-
tereft of his Friend and his Relation, who
concurs in every Meafure to fecure to them
that upon which every other Blefling depends ;
that Freedom and Independance, without
which neither Labour is profitable, nor Reft
is {weet; ithout which Gold is nos
Wealth, nor are Titles Honour. The nar-
row minded felfith Court Sycophant, who,
in
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in the Wickednefs of his Folly, facrifices the

many to the few, does, in fa&, facrifice the

few with the many; and does nothing more

than involve thofe for whom he is willing to .
betray his Country,. in the Ruin which his

Treachery is bringing upon it; the Tool of.
Court Facion s, like thofe who employ him,

the Dupe of his ownCunning, and the Scourge.

of his own Vice. The namelefs Yermine,

that court Sun-fhine quickens in the Slime of -
Venality, will foon find that the fame In-
fluence which produced will deﬁ:roy them ;
when the Moifture of that Dirt, in' which they
crawl, is a little farther exhaled, they will find
it ftiffening about them ; they will firft be de-
prived of Motion, then of Life, and the next
Gale will fweep them away with the Duft in
which they ‘perithed. It is not, indeed;
firange that remote fhould be facrificed to
immediate Good, when the Temptation ftrikes
ftrongly upon' the Senfe, and the Principles,
both of Virtue and Wifdom, by which alone
it can be refifted, arc wanting; but it is
ftrange, and not’ lefs deplorable, that, in this
Country, many fhould be found who facrifice
their chicf Intereft to a fubordinate one ftill
mare remote and precarious ; who give away

' theic
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" their Share in the public Profperity, not for
immediate Riches and ‘Titles, but for mere
Names and Shadows; for Promifes never
theant to be fulfilled ; for painted Vapours,
which appear folid only by their diftance,which
float in airy Regions, where they can never
be appreached, and which vanith for ever
with the Light that gilds them ; nay, in this
Age of Vanity and Diffipation, Men are cor-
rupted, even by lefs than a Promife, a trivial
Complement ; a familiar and a gracious Smile,
or a Squeeze by theHand,are deemed valuable
" Confiderations for thofe ineftimable Bleffings
" which our Forefathers procured far us, at the
Expence of Treafure, of Eafe, of Health, and_
‘even Life itfelf. = While this Infatuation
fpreads among us, 'and its Effects are propor-
tionably more extenfive and more alarming,
it behoves thofe who are not yet circumfcrib-
ed by the enchanted Circle, thofe' who have
ftill the Ufe of unperverted Reafon, and who
ftill Eftimate’ the Bleflings of Life by their
juft Value, to exert themfelves in behalf of
their native Country, and like its Guardian
Angel “to watch over it for Good,” They
are deeply concerned in its particylar Welfare,
as diftint .from ofher Parts of the Bririfh
. | : Do-
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Dominions, and they are acquainted with its

true Intereft, and know how it is to be par=

fued, which cannot be the Cafe with thofe
who bonour us with. their Company from the
other Side of the Water: This tender; this
jealous Vigilance is ftill more neceflary as it is
not our Happinefs to have a native Prince to
wield a native Sceptre among us, but muft ap=
pear to our Sovereign as we are reprefented
by others, and receive the Benefits of his Ad-
miniftration, not direitly, but as it were by
Refle®ion. As a means conducive to the
good Purpofe, which I have endeavoured to
recommend, I beg leave to move.

. “That the proper Officer do attend and in-

form this Houfe, whether any Patents, grant-
ing Penfions at Will, now in Being, out of
the Revenues of this Kingdom, are Inrolled ;
and, if any fuch Inrollments there are, that
the proper Officer may lay thofe Inrollments
before the Houfe.”

When Mr F— had made this Motion,
the S——r replied, that Patents, granting
Penfions for Life were never Enrolled, and a
Member replied to the S——r, that this
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Circumftance was known to the honourable
Gentleman who made the Motion, and that
he intended it fhonld by this Means come of-
ficially before the Houfe.

The Houfe then ordered accordingly.

THURS-
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THURSDAY, O&. 13, 1763.
THIRD DAY.

C — L -, M. D.
Mr S—-

[ Rife up to remark a Defet in this Confti-
tution no lefs manifeft - than important ;
the long Duration of our Parliaments ; as the
Evil of this Defe is felf-evident, I might rea-
~ fonable fuppofe all Arguments for the Proof
of it to be precluded, and, as it is of the moft
alarming and fatal Kind, I might alfo, with

equal Reafon, fuppofe all Arguments for the
removal of it to be fuperfluous ; indeed, the-
Proof of what is already manifeft, is no lefs
difficult than unneceflary, for 'by what Form
of Ratiocination could I prove the Light to
thine at Noon-day, or démonftrate the Co-
lours which the Objeés round me derive from
that Light ? yet, becaufe there may be fome,
who by fhutting their Eyes, and involving
_themfelves in voluntary Darknefs, obtain a
Pretence to doubt the Reality of what others
' intuitively perceive, I will endeavour to dif-
play what all who are willing to fee, 4o fe,
D3 in
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in fuch a Manner as to make it impoffible for
thofe who love Darknefs rather than Light,
-to fuppofe, or even pretend to fuppofe, the
Light does not fhine, and that the Figure
and Colour of the Obje@s it makes vifible,
are the mere Illufions of Fancy.

To drop the Metaphot, Sir, it is impoffible
to fuppofe that Men in general will difcharge
their Doty with a Zeal, Steadinefs, and Affi-
duity, when it is contrary to their Intereft,
equal to that which they will gxert in fulfil-
ling it, when their Duty and their Intereft co-
incide ; the Duty ofa Member of this Foufe -
is infinitely the moft Important that can de.
volve upon a Subjet, and his Intereft muft
. ;ithct be conneted with it, or oppofed to it,
. in Proportion as h¢ is dependant upon his
Conflituents, or upon any Minifter, who may
- have formed Defigns, in which his Conftitu-
ents could not poffible concur. By the De-
fect, which I haye remarked in our Conflitu-
tion, a Member once chofen to ‘fit in this
Houfe, fits init for Life, or atleaft, for the
Life of the Prince upon the Throne; a Pro-
pofition from which the following Dedu@ions
inconteftibly praceed : He has nothing either
t0 hope or to fear from his Conflituents; but

from
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from a Minifter his Expe@ations may reafon-
ably be great; he will be tempted to oppofe
the Meafures of a goad Minifter, merely, that
he may be bought into his Service, and to fell
himfelf into the Service of a bad Minifter for
the fame Advantage ; the Minifter alfo may
afford to bid high, when he buys for Life ;
fo that a Deggee of Virtue, which might. re-
- fift afmall Advantage, may be furmounted by
the Minifter, merely in confequence of his
being in a Situation which will make it worth
his while to offer greater. Time for this ini-
quitous Compac is alfo abundantly allowed,
which, whatever might be the Inclinationand -
Intereft of the Parties, would not be'the Cafe,
if Parliaments, inftead of lafting for Life,
were, according to their primitive Inftitution,
tolaft but a Year; or, according to a late
Regulation, for three. A Reprefentative who
has a Seat for Life, may become an abfolute.
Stranger to his Conftituents, while he conti-
nues the Truftee of all that is dear and im-~
portant to them upon Earth: He who, when
ele@ed, had a good Eftate in the County, or
City, by which he was chofen, may, by the
Yiciffijude natural to Worldly Affairs, be to-
tally undone, and not-have a Foot of Land in
the World; his Intereft, ,th‘crcfore," in the
D4 . com- '
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tommon Intereft is lefs, and his Dependance
naturally greater upon thofe who may poffibly
wifh te fubvertit. The Difpofal of Property
will thus remain in one who has no Property
‘of his own, and the Liberty of others depend
upon one whofe own leerty, probably, de-
pends wholly upon his Seat in Parliament;
there is no Time in which he can be called to
account for his Breach of Truft, no Time in
which a worthier Man may be chofen in his
room ; add to this, that the Slttmg of aMem-
ber, once eleed, for Life; is an Injury to
thofe who are excluded, and who ought to
“take their Turn ; it is alfo a perpetual Check
upon zealous and active public Spirit, for, as
‘Man, the beft Man, is a mixed Chara&er,
much will never be done for others, if fame-
thing for felf is not mixed with it ; -and our
-great Poet, and Moralift, has defined Virtue
to be that Self-love which includes the Good
of others ; he, therefore, who might' exest
himfelf upon a public and important Occafion,-
and-avail the Public of his Parts, his Influ-
ence, or his Fortuneg, if he hoped by a well-
~ earned Popularity, to obtain a Voice in the
great Council of his Country, will, perhaps,
cither fit wholly Inactive, or at beft, make
bgt a feeble E&'ort, if this Motive is wanting.
Ine
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Indolence, Sir, is the gennine Chara&er of
Defpair; or of a State in which Hope has no
Object; and how many would be actuated
by Hope, if our Parliaments were limited to
a thort Duration, who are now likely to be
torpid for- want of that vital Principle, I leave
every one .prefent to determine. - It is true,

that now and then the Door of this Houfe is
" opened for the Admiffion of a fingle Indivi-
dual by Death ; but all that is uncertain is,
by a happy Inftin& of Nature, deemed to be .
diftant; and .it being alfo doubtful in what
Part the Vacancy will happen, the poffibility
is no morea Stimulus to one than to all ; how
different would be the Cafe if, at the End .
of a thort Period, the Doors were to be thrown
open *for the Admiffron of our whole Num-
ber? How many Hearts would then conti-
nually beat with Ardour and Emulation, how -
many Affiduities would be pra@ifed, how
extenfive a Popularity acquired, how much
our Conftitution ftudied, and our Intereft at- -
tended to, by thofe who now fink, witha
fupine Content, into the Oblivion of private
. Life, and fit, darkling and filent, in an obfcure
Corucr of the Veflel, which they know they
nsver fhall affift to fteer, -

It
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It would be very eafy, Sir, for me to thew,
by citing indubitable Fa&s from our Hittory,
that what I have endeavoured to prove muf? se,
bas been ; that our Conftitution has flourith-
ed, when Parliaments have been fhort, and de- |
clined when Parliaments have been long;
that bad Kings, and corrupt Minifters, have
‘made the Tranfition from thort Parliaments
to long, and good Kings, and upright Mini-
fters, the Tranfition from long Parliaments to
thort ; but to enumerate Effe@s as Evidence
of their Caufes, when the neceffary Efficiency
of their Caufes has been demontftrated, would
be like bringing Evidence to prove that a
Man did not'walk, and eat, and fleep, and
tranfalt his Bufinefs, after having already de-
monftrated that he is dead. Let it, however,
be remembered, that the firft who extended
Parliaments to a longer Duration than three
Years, was Henry the VIIIth, a violent and
ambitious Tyrant, the Slave of every deprav-
ed Appetite, and equally impatient of Re-
traint from the Laws both of God and Man.
As he knew that his arbitrary Will could sot
be gratified, but by gaining an Afcendancy o-
ver his Parliament, he firft contrived to make
his Parliament long, as the oply Means of ob-

‘ tammg
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taining that Afcendancy; and the {lavith O-
bedience of the Parliament, when he had thus
modelled it to his Purpofe, is well known.
It is alfo well known that Charles the IId ob-
tained a long Parliament, which knew no
Rule of a@ing but the Will of thofe who gave
its Members their Pay; this Parliament ob<
tained the Name of the Penfion Parliament,
and was, perhaps, the Model upon which
fome Jater Parliaments have been formed.
Bat, to wave farther particular Inftances, it is
too notorious to be denied, that many dan-
gerous Attempts have mifcarried on the other
Side of the Water, not {fo much from the Vie-
tue of the Parliament, as from the Apprehen-
fion of an approaching Elecion ; and of this
Minifters have been fo much aware, that the
Clofe of a Parliament has always been deem-
edan improper Time to propofe any Meafure
which is, in general, difagreeable to the Peo-

ple. Ina Ward, Sir, it would appear incon- -

teftibly, from the Reafon of the Thing, unfup-
ported by Facls, and by Fadts without the
Affiftance of Argument, that the Prolongatx-
on of the Term of Parliaments weakens the
Security of the People, and that nothing can
make it fafe to repofe fo great a Truft in any
¥et of Men, as the colle@ive Body delegates

to

-
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to its Reprefentatives, but the Shortnefs of the
Term for which fuch Delegatlon is made.
But, if this is true of Parliaments in general,
how much greater muft be the Danger arifing
from the unlimited Duration of our Parlia-
ment, when we have no fuch Barrier againft
minifterial Influence as the Place-Bill in En-
gland ? A Barrier which was thought necef-
fary, notwithftanding the Limitation of Par-
liament to feven Years; and that it is lefs ne-
ceflary to us, whofe Parliament is unlimited,
or that with it we might more fafely fuffer
our Parliament for Life, than our Neigh-
“bours, is, I believe, a Compliment they are
very willibg to pay us, but which, I believe,
no Friend to his Cofintry would be ambitious
to receive.

To conclude, as, at leaft, an Argument ad
bominem, let me obferve, that every Friend to
the Revolution muft, confiftently with his
Principles, declare in Favour of limitting the
~ Time of our Parliaments, for how abfurd is it
to maintain that the People have a Right to
make and change a King, and yet have no
Right to change their Reprefentatives, to
whom they delegate their Power of keeping
the I&mg %om being independant of his

People

e
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People ? I move, then, and I hope to be fe-
conded by every Gentleman in- the Houfe,
that leave may be given to bring in Heads
of a Bill for limiting the Duration of Parlia-
ments in this Kingdom.

« Ordcrcd, that leave be given to bring in
Heads of fuch a Bill, and that Dr L— and
Mr F—do bring in the fame.”

¢ Ordered, that the proper Officer do lay
before this Houfe the Inrollments of the Pa-
tents, by which the Offices of the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, Mafter of the Rolls, and
Judges have been granted.”

Dr L— then moved, that it might be an
Inftrution to the Committee that was ap- °
- pointed to enquire into the Rifings in the -
North ; to enquire alfg into the Caufes of the
Infurre@tions in the South: It feemed, he
faid, very extraordinary to him that the In-
di&ments in the North were all laid for high
Treafon, and thofe in the South only for a .
Riot, and a Breach of the Peace. As the
Crimes in both Parts of the Country were pre-
cifely the fame, both in their Nature and Con-
fequences, he was amazed, he faid, "how the
: Pro{c-
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Profecution could be fo different, except in
the Purfuance of a particular and partial In-
ftru@ion from above ; he alfo threw out fome
general RefleGtions on the Condu@ of the
Judges who fat in the South.

He was anfwered by Mr G—, the S—
G—, who faid, he was greatly furprifed that
the honourable Gentleman had not been bet-
ter informed, for that the Indi&ments in the
South had, in many Cafes, been laid for high
Treafon as well as in the North; and the
Truth of this was fo notorious, that feveral
had even been executed upon the Statute ; he
obferved, indeed, that in fome Cafes a Lenity
had been fhewn, but he faid it was only
when Reafon and Humanity required it,
when the Delinquent had been deluded, and,
in fome Meafure, overborn by the Heads of
the Infurgents, and that there was not theleaft
Shadow of Reafon to fuppofe that the Go-
vernment had either Way interpofed, or di-
reGed the leaft Partiality to be fhewn in dif-
penfing either Juftice, or Mercy, on this Occa-
fion, He added, that as the learned Judges,
from the Nature.of their Employment, could
not fit in that Houfe to defend themfelves, he
could not help anfwering for them, and fhould

think
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think himfelf wanting; as well to his own
CharaQer as theirs, if he did not do them the
Juttice to fay, that they had bebaved through.
the whole of that unhappy Affair fo as tc de-

ferve the greateft Honour both as Magiftrates
and Men. ' '

To this Dr LZ— made no Reply, but, upon
his Motion, it was ordered, that it be an In-
ftruction to the faid Committee to enquire in-

to the Caufes of the Infurre@ions in the
South,

Aﬂfwer of the Lord Lieutenant to the Ad-
drefs of the Houfe.

« Gentlemen,

« T am extremely thankful for this very:
obliging Addrefs: The favourable Opinion
you are pleafed to conceive of my Intentions,
at the Commencement of my Adminiftrati-
on, will, T flatter myfelf, be confirmed in the

* Courfe, and by the Conclufjon ofit. It will
be my chief Endeavour to merit your Appro-
bation by my own Condu&, and faithfully to
reprefent to his Majefty the Loyalty and the

AffeCtion
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- AffeGion of Yours: Opportunities of doing
this A& of Juftice, fo honourable to you, and
fo pleafing to me, I perfuade myfelf will very

frequently occur; and you may reft affured
they fhall be always very readily embraced,
and improved to the utmoft Advantage.”
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"THURSDAY, 0&. 27, 1763.
FOURTH DAY.

R. R— F— got up and faid, that as

many ynavoidable Accidents frequent-
ly prevented the beft-intentioned Subjets
from qualifying themfelves within the exa&
Time prefcribed by the A&, and that, as the
A& was never defigned to diftrefs fuch Per-
fons, by taking Advantage of a Delay which
they could not prevent, he humbly moved
that Leave might be given, to bring in Heads
of a Bill for allowing farther Time to Perfons,
~ in Offices or Employments, to qualify them-
felves, purfuant toan A& to prevent the fare
ther Growth of Popery.

Ordered that Leave be ngen to brmg in the
Heads of fuch a Bxll |

Ml‘ H famsannal L—-—".
Mr §—r |
As Liberty is the.common Birth-right of
Mankind, and, like Health, is that Blefling,

without which no other ¢an be enjoyed, itis
£
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certainly Matter of Regret, that, by the natu-
ral and neceflary Imperfection in all human
Things, the Liberty of Induftry and Inno-
cence fhould, in fome Circumftances, be pre-
carious, even in this Country, of which Free-
dom is the glorious, and almoft peculiar Pri-
vilege, and in behalf of which our Anceftors
have been ever ready to expend the laft Mite

of their Property, and the laft.Drop of their

Blood. As Juftice is nothing more than
Goodnefs, under the Dire&tion of Wifdom,
which infli¢ts Punithment upon a Part for

-the Good of the Whole, Punithment, how-

ever merited, and however neceflary, by no
- means excludes Pity : The Magiftrate may,

without Reproach, drop a Tear over the Cri-
minal whom he. condemns even to die, and
feel the generous Struggle of Compaffion in his
Bofom when he denies Liberty, even to Idle-
_nefs and Guilt; what then muft be the Feel-
ing of the humane and generous Mind, where

the Law, either deceived by the Wiles of ini-

quitous Cunning, .or the fortuitous Concur-
. rence of fpecious but deceitful Appearances,
is found to have condemped blamelefs Sim-
plicity, and laborious Diligence to a Dungeon,
in which, like the Grave, ¢ there is neither
Work nor Device by which Man can profit,”
: and
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and which is crowded with all the Horrors
that are the genuine Progeny of Mifery and
Guilt ; and yet if no Man was to be commit-
ted to .Prifon, but upon full Examination, and
inconteftible Proof of his Guilt, what Offen-
der could be fecured? and if the Profecutor,
upon failure, in his Proof, was to become
fubje&t to the fame Purnithment, which the
Delinquent would have incurred, what Of-

fender would be profecuted? At the time - -

when Perfons, taken up upon Sufpicion, are
committed by a Magiftrate, the Proof of their
Crime,. fuppofing them - to be really Guilty,
‘is often known to be impofiible, at leaft, itis
always: impofiible where it is not manifeft
and felf-evident, and where it is fo, the Com-
mitment is not an unmerited Punithment.
And, as our Laws require -nothing lefs than
an abfolute Demonftration of Guilt, by direct
and pofitive Evidence, it would be Cruelty
inftead of Mercy ‘to fubje@ the Profecutor,
who has been already injured by the Crime
committed, to fuffer inftead of the Offender,
becaufe he has not been able to demonftrate
that the Perfon againft whom there were
reafonable Sufpicions was he. What then is
to be dome? fhall we admit more flender Evi-
dence to convict the Accufed, that it may be

E2 . equi-
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equitable to punith the Accufer, if he fails in
the Convi&ion ? This, furely would be no
Teftimony, either of our Humanity, or our
Wifdom ; or fhall we, inftead of the Solem-
nity of a Tryal, by twelve difinterefted Per=
fons, the Equals, or Peers,of the fuppofed Of-
fender, enable a fubordinate Magiftrate to de-
termine finally of Life and Death, by fuch
Probabilities as can haftily be brought before
him, upon the firft Apprehenfion of a fufpec-

ted Perfon? Surely this would be ftill lefs
cligible than the other Expedient. .If the
Evil then of fometimes committing an inno-
~ cent Perfon to Prifon cannot be obviated with-
out bringing Innocence into yet greater Dan-
ger, and expofing it to yet warfe Mifchief, . it
is natural to enquire,what Methods the Legif-
lature +has taken to atone for the Wrongs
- which its own Imbecility makes unavoidable ;
when 2 Man, whofe Poverty expofed him to
the Imputation of Crimes, which theWealthy
_ could notbe tempted to commit, has been
-kept a Prifoner till the Time of his Tryal
arrives, and, when he is brought to the Barr,
it appears that he is innocent, and, perhaps, -
that he has been the Vi&im of one of thofe
Wretches, who make Perjury fubordinate to
every other Crime, or of fome Villain, to

Who_m
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whom his Virtue or his Induftry rendered him
' obnoxnous, and who, having by this infernal
Revenge filled up the Meafure of his Iniquity,
is fled the Country ;- when it appears that the
unhappy Object of fuch diabolical Wicked-
nefs has been languifhing in the Filth and In~
fection of a Prifon, the Aflociate of Thieves
and Murderers, that his Wife, and -his Chil-
dren, who received their daily Bread from
the Labour of his Hand, have been expofed
to all the Miferies of Want, imbittered by
Grief, Anxiety and Terror ; that his Reputd-
tion is fullied, his little Crcd:t exhaufted,
and Debts contra&ed, which, however fmall
in the Eftimation of Affluence, are yet greater
than he can ever difcharge ; when thefe, and
many other Inftances of  his Diftrefs, and his
Wrongs are become too manifeft to admit a
Doubt, what Provifion has his Country made
to alleviate them ? what Fund is appropriated
to prevent his being ftill the- Slave of a petty
Creditor; to maintain him in the Sicknefsand
Debility, which he may have contracted in his
Confinement, and to re-place him in the
State from which he had been driven, by the
erring Hand of hood-winked Juftice, or the
combined Effort of Violence and Fraud?
Methinks Iam anfwered, by the Regret and
¢+ Ej Com-
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Compaffion, which I read in your Countenan-
ces, *“ there is none. * Alas ! it is, indeed, too

true that there is none ; is the unhappy Suf-
ferer then to be difmiffed again into the-

‘World to furmount his Diftrefs, and forget

his Wrongs as he may? to this furely, no.-
- Heart can aflent, without fighing over its’

own Inability to award him a better Lot ; and
yet this is infinitely preferable to the State, in
which, after all the Proof of hisSufferings,and
his Innocence, he is now abandoned by his
Country. The Hufband, the Father, the
ufeful, yet injured Member of Society, whom
twelve Men, upon their Oath have declared
to have committed no Crime, or whom the
Villain, by whofe Machinations he was con-
fined, dare not appear to profecute, is dragged
back. to his Dungeon, where he is again con-
fined, without Pity, and without Remorfe, by
the Tyrant of the Goal, till he has paid what
is demanded of him, under the execrable, tho’
{pecious Denomination of Fees. Who can:
fpeak, or who can hear it without Shame and
Indignation! Isa Man to be mul&ed by a
Goaler, becaufe, by the Wickednefs of an
Enemy, or the Fallibility of a Magiftrate, he

has already fuffered, being innocent, a Pu- -

‘ m(hment due only to the moft atrocious
Guilt |
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Guilt! Is Innocence to be flill punithed,
merely becaufe it has been punithed already ?
and are thofe, whom the Law is fuppofed to

- protec, to fuffer more by the Extortion of its
Inftruments than by thofe whom it ought to
punith and reftrain? That we are at prefent
under the Reproach of a Conduét fo abfurd,
and fo inhuman, - fo contrary to our Nature
and Condtitution, is not lefs aftonithing than
true, but, furcly the Laws of God, and the
Di6ates of Confcience, every Sentiment of
Humanity, - and every Principle of Juftice,
require that it fhould be true nolonger ; how
fuch a Practice, whether founded upon any
Law, or whether merely countenanced by °
Prefcription, waseftablithed, it is very difficult
to conceive ; it is more ftrange it thould con-
tinue, and itis ftranger ftill, that whena wor-
thy Gentleman, whofe Example 1 thall always
think it the higheft Honour to follow, brought
a Bill into this Houfe to fet it afide, the Bill
was, by fome unaccountable Fatality, thrown -
out; happy is it for us, Sirs, ‘that we are in
a Situation fo remote from the Diftrefs I have,

- deferibed, that we can fearce believe it poffi+ -
bleto exift : But if any Gentleman is in-
clined to vifit thefe Scenes of Wickednefs

) 1 ) E 4 and '
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and Mifery, the public Prifons of this Coun-
try, he will find the Number of thofe who
are detained merely for their Fees, to beara
. confiderable Proportion to the whole ; the
Friends of fuffering Poverty are foon exhauft-
ed; and he, whofe daily Bread depended
- wholly upon his daily Labour, when once he
is removed from the World to a Prifon, is
| Very foon forgotten by all but thofe who have
it not in their Power to afford him pecuniary
Affiftance: The Legiflature, Sir, thould cer-
tainly interpofe in this Cafe from mere Po-
licy, fuppofing Juftice, Humanity, and every
more generous Motive to have loft its Influ-
ence ; the Prifoner is neceffarily idle, and, if
a Miracle do not interpofe, he will, at length
become corrupt ; the Public will be depriv.
ed of the Benefit of his Labour, while he is
confined, and if, after long Confinement, he
* returns into the World, he will probably be
the Peft of that very Society of which he
was before the Support ; and, furely it is the
Intereft of Government, in every view, to
prevent Mankind from thus ftarving and de-

praving one another ; "I flatter myfelf, how«

ever, that we fhall not be prompted to ef-
poufe the Caufe of fuffering Innocence, of the
Poor
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Poor, and “ him that has none to keep him,”
by the mere frigid Senfe of Duty, and a Re-
gard to political Principles; the verj Indi-
gence of the Sufferer, and our ownExemption
from the fame Specles of Diftrefs, fhould
qmckcn our A&ivity, on this Occafion, and, I
dare fay, every Gentleman prefent can lay-his
Hand upon his Heart, and with that Benevo-
lence, which is at once the Honour and Hap-
pinefs of our Nature, fay to himfelf,

-Homy. fum, bumani nibil ¢ me alienum puto ®,

I therefore, humbly move, that Leave be
given to bring in Heads of a Bill for difcharg-
ing, without Fees, Perfons who fhall be ac-
quitted of Offences, for which they are, or.
fhall be indicted, and for making 2 Compen-
fation to Sheriffs, Goalers, and Clerks of the
Crown, for fuch Fees.- ’

Ordered, that Leave be givcn to brmg in
- Heads of fuch a Bill. -

Al

* I am a Man, and nothing by whlch Man is affect-
ed can be indifferent to mes
' M,
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Mt. R— F—.
Mr, §—, '

I rife up in Behalf of a Petition’ of the in-
corporated Society of Dublin, for promoting
Englifb Proteftant Schools in this Kingdom.
That a Difference of religious and political
- Principles, in any Country, is of the greateft
Prejudice to the State, ftands in need of no
Proof, nor can it be denied that this King-
dom has long, and does now fuffer all the E-
vils of fuch a Difference : - I think, alfo, it
will be readily admitted, that the Support of
Schools, in which thofe, who would otherwife
be Papifts, are educated in the Principles of
- the eftablithed Religion of this Country, is

a Meafure well adopted to remove thefe E-
vils, by gradually eradicating their Caufe ; .it
follows, therefore, that, upon mere Principles
of Policy and Intereft, this Inftitution {fhould
be fupported ; I hope, however, that there
are other Inducements, of a more elevated,
and 2 more amiable Kind, of which we all
feel the Force. Every Proteftant muft ne-
, ceffarily fuppofe that Popery, befides its Ab-
furdities, contains many dangerous Errors,
To refcue the Children of the Poor, of thofe,
- who,

.
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who, ¢ If in this Life only they have Hope,
are of all Men moft miferable,” from a State,
in which they will implicitly imbibe Errors,
that will at leaft endanger their Happincfs, in
a State of final Retribution hereafter, is a
Work, that, where there is any Compaffion
for helplefs Infiocence, and for deluded Bigo-
try, any Regard for Virtue, any Zeal for Re-
ligion, will be undertaken from Feelings, and
Principles, very different from civil Intereft,
and State Policy. But Motives of Compaffi-
on will not be wanting for the Promotion of
this Inftitution, even to thofe who are inclin-
ed to fet the fpiritual or focial Advantage of
Religion wholly out of the Queftion ; a Charter
School isan Afylum, not only from Error and
Buperftition, but from Mifery ; from Idlenefs,
which enervates the Body, and depraves the
Mind ; and from Indigence, under which
helplets Infancy frequently finks into the -
Grave ; ina Charter School, the Principles of
genuine Chriftianity are taught, early Habits
of Induftry are formed, loyal Subje&s are pro-
duced for the State, ufeful Members for the
Community, and rational Chriftians " for the
Church. It would be eafy for me to enlarge-
upon this Subjed, but as the good Effe@ts of
the Chartcr Schools have been fo numerous,
and
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and fo manifeft in the Neighbourhood of e-
very Gentleman in this Houfe, and are, in-
deed, fo generally acknowledged, it would be
taking up Time unneceflarily, which may be
employed to better Purpofe. .1 would now'
proceed to ngc fome Account of their prefent
State, but in this I am prevented by the Pe-
tition ; I fhall therefore only obferve, that
the Nurferies, for the Eftablithment of which
Affiftance is now fought from Parliament, are
attended with Advantages yet greater than the
fuperior Schools would produce alone ; be-
fore Children could be received into thofe
. Schools, they would have arrived at an Age,
when the ftrongeft Connetion is formed be-
tween Children and their Parents; by the
Complacency of the Parent to the Child on
one Hand, and, on the other, by the Affec-
tion returned by the Child to the Parent, in
confequence of the Indearments which that
Complacency produces ; in confequence of
this mutual Attachment, the Child, who, all
the Time it is at School, remembers the In-
dulgence of parental Tendernefs with regret,
and pines with Defire to return Home, too of-
ten gratifies this Defire, as foon as everit is dif-
miffed, with an Impatience, and Ardour, pro-
portioned to its Delay ; the Intention of the

School
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School is thus defeated ; the Influence of the
Parent, and Rclatxons, in conjun@ion with -
that of the Prieft, enforcing the joint: Preccpt
and Example of both, precipitate him again
into thofe Errors, which he had been taught
to efchew, and the bad Habits efiential to his
chofen Situation inevitably recur; he is at
length married among his Relations, and his
return to Truth and Induftry precluded for
ever.  But, on the contrary, Children are re-
ceived into the Nurfery at a Time, when they
are rather an Incumbrance than a Gratificati-
on to their Parents, and, before they can be
fenfible of their Carefles; no tie, therefore, .
is formed, which can draw them back into -
the Delufion and Irregularities, from which
they have been once delivered by the chari-
table Liberality of their Country 5 befides,
the more -early Habits of Induftry are form-
ed, and Precepts of rational Religion inculca-
ted, the more ftrong and the more lafting
both will probably be, and the more likely to
_produce their genuine Effects. That thisIn-
ftitution ftands in need of Support, will ap-
pear from the Petition, the Allegations of
which, if doubted, may be fupported by in-
contefhblc Evndcncc ; as the Support of it is,
in every View, of the higheft Importance, and

a§
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as it has been, in'a particular Manner, recom-
mended from the Throne, I move that the
Petition be referred to the Confideration of a
Committee, that they do examine the Matter
thereof, and report the fame, with their Opi- -
mnion theéreupon, to the Houfe.

Thc faid Petmon having been prefénted,
and received, was read, fetting forth that the
: Socnety was incorporated by his late Majefty,
- in the Year 1733, and by the great Bounty of
~ the Crown, repeated Aids of Parliament, the

Sdbfcnptxons and Benefa@ions of feveral Per-
fons in. Great Britain, Ireland, and his Ma-
jefty’s Plantations in .4merica, has been ena-
bled to ere, in feveral Parts of this Kingdom,
forty-nine Schools, for the Maintenance and
‘Education of about two Thoufand Children,
- as alfo a Nurfery, in Dublin, for the immedi-
ate Reception of fuch of the Children as are
admitted here. That the Children in faid
Schools are inftru&ted in the Proteftant Reli-
gion, and trained up to Induftry and Labour,
in order to be apprenticed to Proteftant Li-
nen Weavers, Flax Dreflers, Gardiners, Far-
mers, Tradefmen, and to Gentlemen for Ser-
vants. 'That the Society has been at a very
confiderable Expence, in building feveral new
Schools,
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* Schools, and-has alfo accepted feveral other
advantageous Propofals, which it cannot
prdceed to carry into Execution. That the
. Society, encouraged by this Houfe to build
four Nurferies, one in each Province, for the
Reception of one hundred Children under
fix Years of Age, has fo far carried that
great Plan into Execution, that Children have
been fome Time fince received in three of the
faid Nurferies, and that it has alfo pure
chafed Ground for the fourth Nurfery, but
is at prefent unable to proceed further there-
in. That, by the great Number of charitable
Inftitutions of various Kinds, both in \this
Kingdom and Great Britain, the annual Sub-
feriptions, and other Benefattions, to this So-
ciety have been greatly leflened ; it is
therefore under the moft urgent Neceffity, to
make its Application to this Houfe, as the
only  effe@ual Refource, whereby it may
be enabled to carry on a Defign, fo well cal-
culated for promoting Induftry, and fo highly
ufeful to the Proteftant Intereft in this King-
dom. And praying Relief.

. Ordered, that the faid Petition be refer-
red, as by Mr. F—’s Motion.”

The
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The R—t H—ble Mr .A— M— then mo-
. ved that a Supply might be granted to his Ma-
jefty, and that, for the greater Freedom of
Debate, the Houfe might refolve itfelfinto a
-Committee of the whale Haufe.

Mr f— E— then faid, that as the Penfi-
ons granted on the Eablithment of Irelend,
were Objeéts moft interefting to the Nation,
and moft worthy the ftriéteft parliamentary
~ Enquiry, he was of Opinion they fhould be
made as public as poffible, by being printed,
that every Body might know by whom thofe
enormous annual Sums were received, in
what Proportions, and for what Time, alfo in
what Country the Penfioners refided, that
People might the better judge how far, they
were a national Advantage, or otherwife ; he
therefore moved for the printing the fame.

¢ Ordered, that the Lift of Penfions on the
- ¢ivil and military Eftablithment be printed.”

FRI-
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.FRIDAY, 0. 38, 1763:
FI FTH DAY.
‘Theii'—‘-t H—ble Mr F— A—:

MrS-—-—'- ‘

Take this early Oppartanity to acquaing
the Houfe with my Intention to bring in
two Bills this Seffions, which, in fome de-
gree relate to each other; and both ,which I
think of the higheft Importance to the Re-
ligion, Morality, and civil Government of .
this Nation: The firft is a Bill for encreaf-
ing the Salaries of Curates; by the Statute
ofthe 6th of George the Ift, it is enacted, that
if any Re&or, or Vicar, fhall nominate any
Curate to the Ordimary, to ferve the Cure of
fuch Re&or, or Vicar; in his abfcene; the Or:
dinary’ fhall be impowered to fix; for fuch
Curate, a certain Stipend not more than fifty,
nor lefs than twenty Pounds a Year. And,
by the fir@k of George the 11d, it isalfo ena&-
ed, that it fhall bé lawful for every Bifhop,
at the Time of his licencing any Curate, or
other Perfon; in holy Orders, to affift the In.
. cumbent
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‘cumbent of any Parith, by whom he fhall be

- nominated, to appoint a fufficient Stipend, to

- be paid at fuch Time as he fhall think fit, by
fuch Incumbent, to fuch Curate ; fuch Stipend
not to exceed fifty Pounds a Year, nor fall
- fhort of ten ; and, as both thefe A&s are ta-
ken from the Britifh A& of the twelfth of
Queen Anne, the Ordinary is allowed to
judge and determine all Cafes relative thereto,
and the Curate’s Salary is generally fixed at
forty Pounds a Year.

* Now, Sir, I think it muft be univerfally
allowed, that the Salary of forty Pounds a
Year was much teo fmall for a Curate, even
when the A& of the firft of George the 11d
was made, which is now fix and thirty Years
ago; how greatly then mutt it fall thort, at
this Time, when the Value of Money is fo
much leflened,. that Sums, which were then
lent at Seven per Cent. are now lent at Faur;
at the fame Time that more Things. are be-
eome neceflary, and every Neceflary is be-
come dearer. I call thofe things neceffary,
Sir, that Habit and Cuftom have affixed to
the feveral Situations and Conditions of Men ;
the Refinements of this Age, and the Impor-
tation of fore;gn Articles, have greatly en-

- creafed
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creafed the Namber of Particulars that are
thus neceffary ; and, I believe, all things con-
fidered, it will be found that forty Pounds a
Year, fix and thirty Years ago, was, at leaft,
equal to eighty Pounds a Year now; every
Gentleman prefent, will, therefare, furely con-
car with me, in Opinion, that forty Pounds a
Year is much too {mall a Pittance for one;
who always by his Education, and frequently
by his Birth, is a Gentleman ; who receives
new Dignity, from the facred Fundlion to
which he is called ; who would be degraded
by affociating with thofe whofe Income in
civil Life produces only a Pittance equal to
his own ; and who can preferve the Propriety
of his Chara&er, and the Refpeét and Weight,
which alone can give Efficacy to his Miniftry,
only by moving inthe Rank of thofe whofe Re-
venue enables them to {fpend in aMonth, more
than he receives ina Year, which unavoidably
brings many other Expences, under the Deno-
mination of Neceffariesof Life, with refpe to
the Curate, which, in another Sityation, would
not occur. I fay, Sir, thefe things confidered,
I cannot fuppofe that any Gentleman prefent
will think forty Pounds a Year a fufficient
Stipend for thofe who perform all the
Dutics, for which, no lefs than one tenth

Fa '  Pagg
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Part of the Revenue ofthe Country is allotted
by our Ecclefiaftical Conftitution. - If forty
Pounds a Year is enough for thofe who per-
form thefe Duties, why is the Public taxed
at more? Is it the Intention of Govern-
ment to tax Induftry for the Support of Idle-
nefs? Is a tenth Part of all that the Earth
yields to the Hufbardman, in retorn for the
* 8weat of his Brow, to be paid into the Purfes
"of thofe who do nothing but pay back a
fmall Pittance of it to a . Subftitute, who
performs thofe Duties and Functions, which,
in the Opinions of our Anceftors, make it re-
quifite to pofiefs the whele ? Sure Iam, Sir,
that the Reafonablenefs of the Church Reve-
nue can be fupported- by no Arguments,
which will not prove that officiating Cu-
tates fhould have a- much more ample
Allowanee than forty Pounds a Year. The
very Appointment of Tythes is a Demonttra-
tion that the Founders of the Inftitution
thought thofe who preached the Gofpel, and
adminiftered the Sacrament, who were to
admonith the 'Wicked, and encourage the
'Good; and to fet an Example of Hofpitality
and - Chriftian Benevolence, fhould have
muoch more than -the mere Neceflaries of
_-Life: And as I am moft fincerely of their

' : Opinion,
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Opinion, I would not have the Revenues of
the Church lefs, but I would have them more
equally diftributed ; 1 would have thofe fup-
ported in the Chara&cr, who render the Cha<
raer fubfervient to the Duty, and net thofe,
who with a Rank and Afluence, that would
‘add Weight and Efficacy, both to their Pre-
cept and Example, leave the Labour of In-
ftru&ion, and Admonition, to thofe whofe -
Poverty and Dependance muft render both
not only ufelefs, but contemptible. I will
readily admit that a Gentleman, whofe Edu-
cation has coft annually more than the whole
Income allotted to the Fun&ion, for which
he could no otherwife be qualified, who, with

every private Shift, to maihtain an outward
- Appearance fuitable to his Charaéter, cannot
hide his Diftrefs, whofe Body is harraffed by
fatigning Duty, and whofe - Mind is deprefled
by a Senfe of his Condition, ought to be re-’
garded at once with Reverence and Compaf-
fion ; but the Queftion is not how he ought
to be rcgardcd but how he is regarded;
"and, it is but too well known, that, againft-the

Contempt of Poverty, no Age has ever found
2 Remedy, no Ability a -Defence, nor any.

Virtue a Cure ; Poverty is not only an Evil -

in itfelf, but it is contagious too; it brings ~

F3- all.-
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things into contempt, with which it appears
to be conneted. When it has rendered the
Curate contemptible, it foon renders his
Funétion fo too, and when his Funion ig
involved in his perfonal Difgrace, the Reli~
gion, of which he is the Minifter, cannot
long efcape free, If Religion then is of any
Importance to Mankind, it is of Impartance
- to fupport its Minifters, in a State, in which.
Frugality, at leaft, may obtain. Independance,..
and Virtue procure Efteem. But I have
hitherto, 8ir, confidered the Curate. of forty. .
Pounds a Year as a fingle Man; if I was.
difpofed to intereft your Paffions, as well as
your Underftanding, in his behalf, I: would.
confider him as a Hufband and a Father;. I
would defcribe the Diftrefs of his' Family du-
ring the Helpleflnefs of Infancy; and the Lan-
gour of Sicknefs'; the Diftrattion and:Anguith
of Mind which he muft {uffer, under a total.
and hopelefs Inability, to-fupply. what is re-
~ qujfite for the proper . Nurture, and. Maine
tenance of the one, and the Solace and Reco-
very of the other. ILam forry to fay, thereis
too much reafon to apprehend, that fome
may poffibly be fo illiberal and void of
. feeling, as to reply, with.a Sneer, what Bu-
finefs- have thofe Wretches to marry, wha
‘ ' €aq




DAY V.] Affalrs of IRELAND. ”%.
can only pefter their Country with' a- Progeny
of Beggars? and who would confider a Cu»
rate, that thould Kappen: to have twelveé Chil- .
dren, rather asan Object of Ridicule than Pity:-
It almoft goes agdinft me to offer a-fericus,
Anfwer to-what deferves-to be treated only
with Indignation and Contempt ; ¢ increafe
ahd maultiply,” is the great, the genéral Law
of our Ommpotent, -all wife,and'dll gracious.
Creator, who: has, in every Inftance, made:
the public Good depend upon' the lawful In-
dulperice of private Inftin& ;' to éncreafe and:
multiply, is at onte to cnrich arid to defend
the State, itisto replenith theé Eatth; and to
produce Candidates for Heaven; oné of the
moft: extraVagant and pernicious: Abfurdmcs of
Popery isthe ithaginary Merit of Celibacy
for, fetting.all- political Advantages afide, that,
whicli is Merit in one, would be Merit in-all;
~the World then tuft fubfift only by a-Devia«
tion from the narrow Path of Religious Per<
fection, the Savicor muft, comparltxvcly,
have fuffered in‘ vain, and millions, updn
whom everlafting: Felicity would have been
beftowed, as the Purchafe of his ineftimable.
Death;- would’ never be pi‘oduced to claim
what he has purchafed for them. Is Poverty -
then, among.its other unmerited Curfes, to
P4 pre-
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preclude a Man from fulfilling the firft and
great Command ; from continuing his Species,
and anfwering the principal End of his Crea-
tion? If fo, we are ftill lefs excufable, for
fuffering the Labourers of the facred Vine=
yard to want, merely, that others, who ei-
_ ther plant, nor prune, may abound ; .the Ef-
fects of Celibacy are an unfocial Mmd, and
diftempered Body ; an impoverithed Country’
and an enfeebled State ; every Temptation to -
Celibacy thould thcrefore beremoved, at once
to avert both a private and a public Curfe';
fo that, in this View, the Argument for dug-
menting the Stipend of Curates will. be
ftrengthened,and the Reproach, which is caft
upon thofe, who marry, thrown back upon
thofe who lay them under Temptations to
live fingle ; it-muft alfo, upon this Occafion,
be remembered that an Income, which leaves
a Curate poor, will neverthelefs make a La-
bourer rich. Wealth and Poverty depend
lefs upon the abfolute Pofleffions of the Indi-
widual, than upon their Habits and Station in
Life; a Man, who is placed in the Rank of
thofe who fpend four hundred a Year, will
be expofed to all the Diftrefles of Poverty
with Fifty: He, who affociates only with
thofe, who get twelve Pence a Day, by ma-

il

[RAY
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nual Labour, will procure the Conveniencies:
of Affluence with eighteen - Pence a Day,
which is not quite thirty Pounds a Year. If .
Tam now afked, how I propofe to remedy the
Evil of which I complain,' I anfwer; that
the Remedy lies farther than my utmoft.
Hopes will prompt me to afpire; I mean
no more than to paliate, I know too well the
nature of the Difeafe, to attempt a Cure; I
do not propofe the corﬁpelling all whao re-
ceive the Nation’s Money, to perform the
Duties for which it is paid; I propofe only
that thofe, to whom the Duty is left, may be
enabled effeGually to fulfill it: But as, in
order to this, it is not neceffary that the offi- .
ciating Clergy fhould have all the Wealth
that flows in upon the idle and valuptuous
Non-refident, I only wifh that a fufficient
Part thould be paid them to anfwer the Pur-
pofes of their Calling, and afford- them the
Comforts of Life: 1 am content that thofe,
whom Merit or good Fortune, have put into
Poffeflion of the original Revenue, fhould
retain the Reft. A Contribution from thefe,
pompantwely fmall would produce ag ade=
quate Revenue for the ‘Curate, and, confe-
(iuently, more good, both to Individuals and
w the Statc, and would more promote both

thcz‘.
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the temiporal and eternal Intereft of Mankind
than an hundred Times the Sum applied in
any other manner ; I do not, however, make

any f{pecific demand, and I mean no more
by what I have faid, than that Gentlemen of

Ability may affit in forming Heads of a.

Bill for the End propofed.

The fecond Bill, Sir, that I have to pro-
pofe will thew the Sincerity of my Decla-
ration, when I faid, that I did not with
the Revenues of the Church to be lefsy;
for it is calculated for the more éafy and
expeditious Recovery of Tythes; part of the
good which T propofe by this Bill, is, in-
deed, merely the removal of pofitive Evil, It
is always of the moft pernicious Confequence
to fuffer the Laws in being to be either quef-
tioned or cluded ; great Care fhould, there-
fore, be taken, to have them clear and expli-
cit, and that they fhould be neither oppreflive
in reality, nor appearance; if they are, in
themfelves, imperfett and ambiguous, they
may be oppofed without the Difgrace of fac-
tious Difcontent, or a reﬁ'aétory Spirit: If
they are opprefive, even in appearance, they
will be oppofed both from Motives of Intereft
and Honour, and, he that fuffers, or appears
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to fuffer, by their Execution, will be encou-
raged, and ﬁupported by thofe who have no-
immediate Intereft in the mlc{hon Govern-
ment will become odious, and, in fome Cir-
cumftances, its Admmlﬁranon impracti-
cable, .

The Laws now in being, with Refpe& to
Tythes, are fo formed, asto enable the Parith-
onérs. to litigate the Payment of them with
the Incumbent, fo which they have frequent
and ftrong Temptations ; there is a univerfal,
and- very natural difinclination to pay that, for-
which, it is- thought an. equivalent Service is
not done, the Re&or being too often non-re-
fident, and the Curate unable to difcharge his
Duty, by the Neceflity he is under, of holding
a Farm, or bufying:himfelf in fome other
Employment, to maintain himfelf and his
Family : The Parifhoniers are .often very
jutly provoked: by the improper Behaviour
of the Tythe Farmers, or ProGors, a fet of
People who are univerfally detefted, and ab-
horred, by the very Nature of their Duty, and'
fometimes there are Difcontents between Pa-
rithoners,. and- a. refident Minifter, arifing,
merely from the Difficulty. of obtaining the
Good. will of 2 great Number. of People, of:

various
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various Humours and Difpofitions, in Tran-
factions, where Property is immediately con-
cerned, and the pecuniary Intereft of the

Parties is oppoﬁte When the Caufes of Ani-"

mofity are fo numerous, it can feldom hap-
pen, but that any one, who is fo far piqued,
or offended, as to do all in his power to dif-
“trefs the Minifter, may get many to concur
in his Defign, who wanted only the auxiliary
Motives of private Friendfhip,and Solicitation,
to take the fame Meafures before ; this natu-
rally brings on a Combination of the greateft
Part of the Parifh, if not of the whole, to de-
feat the Law for paying the Minifter his
Dues. Among other Expedients, which have
been found but too effeGtual for this Purpofe,
they all agree, to paper the Church, as they
call it, the fame Day ; that is, thcy give the
Notice, which the Law requires, that they
will all draw their Corn on the fame Day ; for
though they cut at different Times, yet they
contrive not to have different Days of draw-
ing: By this Means the Law is eluded, and
the Minifter diftrefled in the higheft Degree ;
for, in a Parith of many Miles extent, and,
" but thinly inhabited, it is impoffible for the
Minifter, to.procure a fufficient Number of
Horfes and Carriages, to draw, even a tenth
Pagt
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Part of his Tythes, on the Day appointed ;
for thofe, who combine to fummons him to -
draw them, combine alfo to deprive him of
the Power of fo doing, by refufing to let to
hire any Horfes for that Purpofe: It alfo,
fometimes happens, that they refufe him a
convenient Place to draw them to, the Confe-
quence in both Cafes is, that the Tythes are
left in the Field, and then, weall know what
becomes of them. The Minifter, having no
Remedy at Law, is therefore compelled to
compound for his Tythes at, perhafs, one
fourth of their Value, if his Parithoner hap-
pens to prefer Intereft to Revenge; if not,
which is no rare cafe, he will not compound
upon any Terms, and fo the Tythe is entirely
wafted and loft to both Parties alike. Thus,
Sir, the Laws for the Maintenance of Minif-
ters, with a View to eftablith the Principles
and Pra@ice of Charity, do, at prefent, dia-
metrically counterad their Intention; they
are the Fountain of ¢ Hatred, Malice, and
all Uncharitablenefs,” between thofe who
ought to be conpeted by more than common
Philanthropy, by filial and parental Affec-
tion, not ¢ according 4o the Fleth but the -
Spirit,” not founded upon temporal but e-
ternal Things. I know it may be faid, and
‘ with
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with great Reafon, and Truth, that Tythes
will never be chearfully paid, till ¢he Duty
for which they are paid is performed ; till
the Minifter maintains the Charater of the
good Shepherd among his Flock; and no
longer leaves them a Prey to the Wolf, or to
the Fox: But, it is alfo true, that no Vir-
tue, no Picty, no Benevolence, however ar-
dent, uniform and exemplary, would, as the
Law now ftands, always preferve that Union
and Harmony, between a Minifter and his
Parifhioners, which is effentially neceflary to
. anfwering, in any Degree, the important Pur-
pofes of his Fun&ion: The Uncertainty and
Defectivenefs of the Law leaves room for
Litigation, and every Litigation is founded,
upon a Suppofition, that the Minifter exa&¢
more than his due ; if the Suit is determins
ed in favour of the Minifter, the Evil does
not ftop; the Minds of both Parties have
been too much enflamed, during the Conten-
tion, to become cool when it is over; the
Parithoner, though compelled to pay, will
_ftill want aninward Conviction, that the Law
originally intended what it is now tortured
to enforce; he will impute his ill Succefs
to the Chicanery of the Courts, to the fupe-
rior Influence of his Opponent; or to the Ig-

norance,
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nosance, or perhaps Perfidy, of the People,
‘with whom he intrufted the Management of
his Caufe ; the Minifter, having endured every
outrage that the fuppofed Sufferer by extor-
tion could offer, will confider him as a ma-
lignant and inveterate Enemy, whom nothing
can reconcile, and upon whom, therefore, all
kindnefs and forbearance will be loft: At
the fame Time, he, who by his Poverty is ob-
liged to pay, without Litigation, what ano-
ther Litigates, will imagine that Advantage
is taken off his Inability to defend his Right,
to infringe it ;- that he is opprefled by an un-
relenting Tyrant, who, under pretence of
taking care of hisSoul, is picking his Pocket,
and making the Law itfelf an Inftrument -of
Cruelty and Injuftice: When once the Mi-
nifter, and his Parifhoners, come to be diftin-
guithed by the unfriendly Appellatlons of
Plaintiff and Defendant, or what is more
hateful and bitter of “Premovent and ‘Repug-
nant *, there is an end of. Paftoral Affe@ion,
of Efteem and Friendfhip, of Reverence and:
Duty; to addrefs them as * dearly beloved

* The Terms ufed for Plaintiff and Defendant in
the Bithop’s Court.

in
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‘in the Lord,” becomes a Mockery and a

Prophanation, and, I think, we may fairly
conclude, that where Charity is wanting,

there can be no Religion that is profitable to
Man, or pleafing to God. It is to Animofities
thus raifed and fomented, that the late violent
and unnatural Commotions are in a great mea-
fure to be imputed ; the mere Payment, of
what the Law clearly and indubitably.appoint-
ed, would never have raifed fuch a Ferment ;-
it was produced, folely by a Malignity that was
gradually encreafed by Difputation and Con-
teft ; the principle Object of the Aflociation,
and of the Oath by which it was bound, was,
Grievancies fuppofed to be fuffered by the
A& of the Clergy; and, having mentioned
this popular Refentment againft the Clergy,
I muft add, from my own Knowledge, that
the Diftrefs of the Clergy in the Diocefs of
Derry, the Infults, the Perfecution, the Cruel-
ties that they fuffered, would have been car-
ried to an Excefs fcarce to be parallelled in
Hiftory, had they not taken Refuge in that
true Afylum of Diftrefs, the glorious and ever
memorable City of Derry,within whofe Walls
no Treafon was ever fuffered to enter, and
»f whofe Inhabitants no

y or Oppreflion, was ever

known
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known to lodge. At this " critical Tlme,
therefore, it feems to be the indifpenfable
Duty of the Houife, to think of fome Expe-
dient, to put it in the Power of the Clergy, to
fulfil the important Purpofes of their Calling;
by removing all Temptations to Strife; and
Debate, ¢“and to ftrike with the Fift of Wick-
ednefs ;’* and this, I think, would effeGtual: .
ly be done, by enatting fome plain, and ex-
-plicit Law, by which, the Requifition of
" Tythes fhould ,be made wholly the A& of -
the Legiflature, and not of the Minifter ; by
which his Allowance, from the Parith, thould
be afcertained, beyond poffibility of doubt;
and the Manner of paying it, fo determined,
as to fecure the whole to him at all Events,
and leave no Power, either to Cunning, or
Malignity, to defeat him of his Right. 1
fthould think myfelf happy, if Gentlemen
~ would give their Opinion upon a Mattér of
fo great Importance, and; if any Perfon pre-
fent has Objections, I fhalt think myfelf
greatly obliged to them, if they will afford

me an Opportunity of attcmptmg, at leaft, to
temove them.

G | Mr ¥
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Mr — H— H—, P. S.

Mr S—,

It gives me the greateft Pleaiure to find
that the Sentiments, and Opinions, exprefled
by the R—t H—ble Member who fpoke
laft, are exaly the fame with my own;
Iam alfo happy that hé has, in fo maftesly
a Manner, anticipated 2l that I could have
wifthed to fay upon the Subje&t; be has left
me nothing to do, but to bear my Teftimo-
. ny, thatit is a Subje&t of the higheft na-
tional Importance, and to rejoice, with every
Friend to this Country, that it has fallen un-
der the Confideration of a Gentleman, whofe
Influence and Abilities are {o extenfive, and
diftinguithed. If I can.give him an; Affif
tance, in fo laudable an Undertaking, I fhall
éfteem it equally a Happinefs, and an Ho-
nour ; and, as it has been fome time the Ob-
je& of my Contemplation, I fhall watch for
every Opportunity of fo doing, and improve
fuch as offer, with the utmoft Diligence, and
Alacrity. IfI can add any thing to what the
honourable Gentleman has already faid, it is
with Refpect to the Combinations, that have

lately
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litely been formed againft paying the Church
Dues: Thefe Combinations, Sir, have been
attended with Circumftances more terrible -
and alarming than is yet generally known ;
I have, upon my Eftate, in the Diocefs of
Waterford; many Papifts, who are Tenants
at will, and, whom, I can, confequently, dif-
place, to their great Difadvantage; when ever
Ithink fit. When I heard that thefe People
were joining in a Combination againft the
Minifter of the Parith, I dire@ed my Agent
to acquaint them, that, if they did join in
fuch Combination, I would difmifs them;
they replied, that if I difmiffed them, they
could not help it, it would be a Misfortune,
but it would ftill be the leaft of two Evils ;
for they had better be difmiffed than have
their Throats cut, which would be the cer-
tain Confequence of refufing to concur in the
Combination, I was folicitous to prevent. A
Combination, Sir, into which Aflociates are
prefled by the Fear of Death, and, in which,
therefore, many violate the Peace of the State;
contrary to their Inclination and Intereft, may
ina fhort Time fubvert the Conftitution, and
defeat all the Laws that have been enaCted
to prevent public Evik; ‘drifing from " the
Growth of Popery. Iam of Opinion, Sir,
Gz that
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that fuch a Law, as has been now recom-
mended, would gieatly tend ta prcven%t}h;efe
Combinations, by rendering them ineffe

and by removing all Colour of Litigation, and
Difpute. T, therefqrc, moft earneftly recom-
mend the Confideration of it to this Houfe,
and make this public Offer of fuch Service as
- is in my Power.

Mr R— F— faid, that there was nothing
he more ardently withed, than to have the
Bill propofed, properly drawn up, and paffed
into a Law, and thought no way would be
fo effe@ual for that Purpofe, as to appoint a
Committee, in which, every one might give
’his Advice and Opinion,

A Committee was appointed accordingly.

Mr E M.

Mr S—,

It will appear, by the Journals of this
Houfe, that an Order was made on the 13th
of Oétaber, for the deputy Clerk of the Rolls,
to bring in the Inrollments. of the Patents,
by which, the Offices of the Chancellor of
the Exchequcr, Mafter of the Rolls, and

]udgcs,
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Judges, have been granted. But I obferved,

that he has obeyed that Order only in part ;
having brought in no more than the Inroll-
ments of the laft Patents of the Mafter of the
Rolls, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer ;
as'it may be fafely taken for granted, that no.
Arguments are neceflary, to prove that the
Orders of this Houfe ought to be punctually
and fullyobeyed, I might, upon this Occa-
fion, content myfelf with obferving the ‘De-
fault, and, requiring that it may be amended,
but, becaufe, I would not appear critically to-
remark minute and trivial Negle@s, I muft
obferve, that this Order was evidently made,
with a View to a very interefting and impor-
tant Enquiry; an Enquiry, Sir, ‘whether
judicial Employments, of fuch Confequence
to the Kingdom, can be granted for Life, con-
fiftent with the Laws by which it is govern-
ed, the leaft Violation of which may make
way for a total Subverfion of our Conftitu-
tion ; and, I muft freely declare it, as my
Opinion, that, in order to determine . this
Queftion, and to difcover how, and; in what
Inftances, the Grant of fuch Employments for
Life is fupported by Precedent, -all the Enroll-
ments fince the Revolution fhould be produc-
ed; I fay, fince the Revolution, Sir, and, |
. G3 fix
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fix that Period, becaufe, before the happy

Event, which then took place, fcarce any
regular Syftem of Government was eftablith-
ed in this Kingdom :  Britifb Monarchs did,
in many Inftances, ind in both Kingdoms,
‘¢ what was right'in their own Eyes,” an Evil,
which the Revqlution was brought about to
prevent, by giving that Order, and Stability, to
our’ Contftitution, which, Iam perfuadcd no
Gentleman here would be willing to have inter~
_rupted or thaken. Iwould not, however, antici«
patethe Debate, which this Enquiry will necef-
farily bring on, or prematurely throwout aSur~
mife, that the Crown had a&ed with Impro-
priety, or, even received erroneous Advice ;
I think, however, that the Enquiry thould be
made, by confulting the Judges, the ableft
Lawyers, and all the ng s Servants, or ra-
ther, by bringing it in a judicial Way into
fome of the Courts ; for Lawyers, confulted as
to their private Opinion, may differ, and, we
know, do differ, even when there are no Mo-
tives of Intereft to biafs their Determination ;
but, in a public and folemn Enquiry, a public
and folemn Opinion will be obtained, in
which, perhaps, thofe who differed before,
may, either convinced by Argument, or influ-
gnced b] ,Autho,rity of fuPcrior Weight, con-

€nr;
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“cur; and, give me leave to fay, Sir, that I
think this Houfe would be highly Criminal,’
tacitly, and implicitly, to acquigfce in any A&t
of the Crown, which might even be fufpect- .
ed of Illegglity, without fetting fuch an En-
quiry- on Foot, and availing itfelf of the
Lights it would produce, and the Determina- -
tion in which it thould iffue, As to myfelf,
1 confefs, I am of Opinion, that the granting
thefe Employments for Life, is illegal; an O-
pinion, in which, I know I am very far from
being fingular ; this, however, I do not men-
tion as being alone of any Weight to deter-
mine the Queftion, but only as a Reafon for
Enquiry, by proviug a Difference of Judge-
ment about it, and to put in a Claim, in be-
half of myfelf, and thofe who concur in my
Opinion, to our undoubted Right of having
a proper and conftitutional Method taken, to
confirm our Sentiment if true, and confute it
if falfe. 1 therefore, asa previous Step, move,
that the proper Officer may be directed to
fulfil, what I take to be his firft Orders,
which were to bring in all the Inrollments
of the Patents of the Mafters of the Rolls,
and Chancellors of the Exchequer, fince the
Revolution,

G4 ~ Mr
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Mr §— H— H—, P.S.
Mr S—v—.', ‘

I do not get up, Sir, to oppofe what that
WOrthy Gentleman has moved for, no Per-
fon in this Houfe being more defirous to
have its Orders fully and puncually obeyed,
more zealous to facilitate a ftri¢t and impar-
tial Enquiry into the Legality of every A&
~ of the Crown, or, more truly follicitous to
maintain the conftitutional Rights of this
Nation, than myfelf; neither, Sir, do I rife
pp with any Defign to anticipate the Debate,
on this important Affair, which muft take
Place when the main Queftion comes regu-
larly before us; but, I get up to declare, that,
in dire Oppofition to his Opinion, I moft
. firmly believe, that, granting the Office of
- Chancellor of the Exchequer for Life, is
neither illegal, nor unprecedented, as he has
fupported : This difference of Opinion, how-
ever, as he has juftly obferved, is the firong-
eft Proof of the Expediency of an Enquiry, .
- and, that fuch an Enquiry may be properly
made, I think the Officer ought, punually,
to fulfill his firft Orders. I think, far-
ther, Sir, that not only all the Enrollments,
fince
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fince the Revolution, ought to be laid befare
us, as.neceflary to that Enquiry, but all the
Inrollments, fince the A& of Henry the
VIIth, relative to judicial Employments ; for,
Imuft take upon me to fay, Sir, that Laws
and Precedents, before the Revolution, have,
and ought to have, -their Force. It is true,
indeed, that the Proceedings of the Crown,
immediately before the: Revolution, made a
Revolution neceffary ; and I glory and re-
joice in the happy Effe@s it produced : But,
Sir, there were Periods before that Crifis,
when our Government was in a refpectable
and honourable States; and, though it has
been juft faid, not to be the general Opinion,
that the great Employments in queftion have
been granted for Life, yet, I am not athamed
to repeat, once again, that, in my Opinion,
~ jtis legal fo to give them ; and, I know, that,
. in more Inftances than one, they haye been
fo given, fince the Statute of Henry the VIIth,

“ Ordered, that the proper Officer do obey
his firft Order, and bring in all the Inroll-
ments of the Patents, by which the Offices
of the Changellor of the Exchequer, Mafter
pf the Rolls, and Judges, have been granted.”

A Mo-
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A Motion was then made by Mr R—
L~, that an humble Addrefs be prefented to
the Lord Licutenant, that he will be pleafed
to order the Report of his Majefty’s Attorney
and Sollicitor-General of this Kingdom, with
Refpect to the Legality of granting.the Office
of Chancellor of the Exchequer of this King-
dom, for Life, to be laid before this Honfe. -

Mr ¥— H— H—, P.s.

Mr Se—,

I rife, up, Sir, to oppofe this Motion,
which, I confider, as moft improper and un-
precedented, and pregnant with the moft .
pernicious Confequences. The Attorney and
- Sollicitor-General, Sir, are Servants to the
Crown, and, it is their peculiar Office and
Dauty, to give the Crown Information, when
‘confulted, concerning the Nature, Extent, and
Operation of the Laws, according to which
the Government of this Kingdom is admini-
ftered ; this Information they are fworn to
give faithfully, and, according to the Beft of
their Judgment, fo as neither to infringe the
Rights of the People, in favour of the Prero-

gative
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gative, nor the Prerogative in favonr of the
People ; and what Right, Sir, have we to re-
quiretheir Opinion to be laid before us ? It
is.given, in Confidence and Secrecy, to the
Crowan, by its own Servants, and is that very
Service which they are appointed to .perform :
It is given, alfo, under the Sanction of an
Oath, and what other Security will the Na-
tare of the thing admit ? If the Opinion,
given by thefc Geatlemen to the Crown, was -
liable to be canvaffed in this Houfe, and to be
made the Subje@ of Debate and Conjecture,
perhaps of Cenfure and Invedive, the Confi-
dence and Secrecy, under which it is given,
would be deftroyed, and they would find
themfelves under fuch Influence, and in fuch
a Situation, as would almoft, unavoidably,
prevent that perfect Freedom, which, it is ab-
folutely neceffary always to preferye and en-
courage, in order to enable them to fulfill the
Duty of their Office. But, Sir, I will venture
to go ftill farther : I will fuppofe, that we had
fufficient Reafon to conclude, that they had
given an erroneous Opinion, and, even that
they had willfully violated their Confciente,
their Judgments, and their Oaths, in order to
gratify fome illegal Defire, and juftify fome
Hllegal Meafure, with a View to ‘recommend

‘ - ' them- "
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themfelves, by fo doing, to the Fountain of
Honour and Preferment: 1 fay, Sir, that, e-
ven upon this Suppofition, we thould have no
Right to require them to criminate them-

felves, by producing fuch Opinion to this
Houfe; 1fay, themfelves, Sir, for, I confider

~ the Crown, and its Servants, as one ; and, I

will venture to fay, that no Inftance can be
produced, in which fuch Requifition was
made, even in Times, when, perhaps, the

Rules of Juftice were not fo clofely adhered
to as they ought. Befides, Sir, what is now
moved for, is abfurd ; and, for that Reafon
“alone, if there was no other, I would oppofe
- it; to what, Sir, does our Enquiry tend?
We are to judge the fame Queftion, which
has been put to the Attorney and Sollicitor-
General, we are not to judge them for judg-
ing it; and we are to determine, Sir, accord-
ing to our Senfe of the Law, according to in-
dubitable Precedent, and according to our
‘own Information, and not according to the
Qpinion of Lawyers, of what Rank, or Ability
“foever ; I fhall, therefore, give my Voice a-
gainft the Motion as unprecedented, and, in
every Refped, improper.

Mr
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Mr E— M—,

Mr S —,

“ That the King can do no Wrong,” isa . .
Maxim well known, and, I believe, generally |
allowed ; but, Sir, I cannot fufficiently ex-
prefs my Surprize and Concern, at hearing
Opinions advanced, in this Houfe, from
which it muft neceffarily follow, that the
King’s Minifters, or Servants, can do no
Wrong. We have been told, Sir, that the
King and his Servants are one, and, that we
have no Right to addrefs the King to ac-,
quaint us with the Advice given to him by his
Servants, upon the Principle, that no Man is
to be required to criminate himfelf ; but this
Doé@rine, Sir, has the.common Fate of Error
and Fallacy, it overturns the very Principle it
would eftablith ; that the King can do
Wrong is true only upon a Suppofition that
his Servants may; and that they may be
called to an Account for fo doing: If they
cannot be called to an Account for doing
Wrong, itis of very little Confequence to us,
whether their being liable to do Wrong is al-
lowed or denied. What is it to us, whether

they
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they can, or cannot do Wrong, if, when it is
atlowed they do Wrong, we have no Reme-
- dy? And how are we to have this Remedy,
Sir, but by addrefling his Majefty, upon any
wrong or doubtful Meafure, to know what
Advice was given him concerning it, and
who was. the Advifer? Gentlemen have
talked much of Precedents in this Houfe, and
have very juftly fuppofed that Precedent im-
plies a Right, and confirms it’; and, if fo, I
am fure we have moft abundant Proof that
this Houfe has a Right to addrefs the Crown,
to do, what is called criminating its Servants,
and that the Crown has complied with fuch
Addrefs. We have Precedents, Sir, enough,
upon Record, of corrupt Advifers of Kings,
- who have betrayed the public Caufe, being
given up to public Juftice ; and, are we now
to coridemn all thefe Precederits at once ? to
explode the Principle upon which they were
- formed, and renounce the falutary Effe&s they
. produced, by fuppofing, that the Crown and
its Servants are one, and, that when thefe
Servants are perfidious, and betray their royal
Mafler’s higheft Intereft, by betraying that of
his People, he cannot be addrefled to difclofe
their Advice, becaufe 2 Man ought not to |
be required to ¢riminate himfelf! I fay,
Siry
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Sir, to difclofe their Advice, for,to favour the
Suppofition that the King can do no Wrong,
he is fuppofed only to carry the Advice of
others into Execution; the Servants of the
Crown are anfwerable for every illegal or un-
conftitutional A& that paffes the great Seal ;
yet the A& is not theirs, the Signature that
makes it valid is -not theirs, and the Order
for paffing it is not theirs ; all thefe A&s are
the A@s of the Crown ; for what, then, is
the Servant, or Minifter, anfwerable - but for
his Advice, without which thefé Acs would
never have been done? And how are we to
acquire an Ability to judge of this Advice,
but by addrefling the Crown to lay it before
us, with all that has any immediate Relation
toit? I will venture to fay, Sir, that thus
to addrefs the Crown is not only our Right,
but our Duty and our Intereft; and it is alfo
the Intereft of the Crown to comply with
fuch Addrefs : If its Servants have been faith-
ful, the more ftri& the Examination of their
Condu@, the more Honour they will ac-
quire ; if they have not, it will be equally
dangerous both to the Crown, and to. the
Conftitution, to fcreen them. It has been
faid, Sir, that if the Advifers of the Crown
were to give their Opinion, under a Senfe of

' ‘ - their

&
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their being liable-to have it canvaffed in this
Houfe, they would not be able to give it free-
ly: T confefs, Sir, this is the firft Time .1
ever heard it advanced, that, throwing a
Weight only into one Scale, was a likely
Way to hold the Balance in Equilibrio ; what
is fo likely to prevent a corrupt Minifter
from Wrongmg his Judgment, and his Confci-
ence, to gratify fome unconftitutional Purpofe
in the Crown, as. the Profpect of being made
anfwerable for his Perfidy, and fubjected to
an Enquiry of this Houfe? If, indeed,
by free, Gentlemen mean an Exemption
from all Ties, that reftrain Men from doing
Evil, I will allow, that the Councellors of the
. Crown will be lefs free, under the Profpe& of
a phrliamen-tary Enquiry, than otherwife;
but, I believe, no Gentleman prefent will be an
Advocate for fuch Liberty, either in them, or
in any other Member of civil Society ; to
* bring my Reafoning home, Sir, to the Cafe in
Quettion, I fay, that the Chancellorfhip of the
Exchequer is an Employment of the higheft
- national Importance, that your Predeceffor
in that Chair ‘enjoy’d it many Years with the
greateft Honour, that it is now granted for
Life, and, that if fuch Grant fhould appear to
be contrary to Law, it is fuch an Innovation of

' our
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our Rights as thofe who advifed it ought
to be impeached for : Though I have
mentioned only the Poft of Chancellor of the
Exchequer, I would not be thought to except
that of Mafter of the Rolls, yet; by nam-
ing thofe Offices, I mean nothing perfonally
againf} either of the worthy Gentlemen who
fill them ; I mean, only, that, what they en-
joy worthily, they thould enjoy legally ; and,
that, while we are adorning the Super+
firu@ure of our Conftitution, we fhould not
fubvert the Foundation, ¥am perfuaded, Sir,
that there are many Inftances of Impeach-
ment parallel to this ; Lord Somers, Sir, was
impeached for the Advice he gave, with Re-
fpeét to the Partition Treaty ; others might
eafily be named, but, not to deviate farther
from the Point immediately in View, I muft
declare myfelf an Advocate for the Motion,

. The R—t H—ble F— 4—;

Mr S—, .

1 am, abfolutely, overwhelmed with Afto-

nithment, to hear any Gentleman talk of im-

peaching two of the King’s Servants, for giv-

ing their Opinion, to the beft of their Judg-

ment, upon Oath ; I fay, to the beft of their
: H Judg-~

P A A
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. Judgment, for fo we muft fuppefe their Opi-
nion to be, and are bound to a& eccording
to ‘that Suppofition ; the Proof of the con-
trary, ‘With Refpec to Advice, properly fo
called, to do, or not to do, any certain A&
in fufpence, being impofitble, before any
Judicatare but that of him whofe Preroga-
tive it is to fearch the Heart: « The Tree |
may be known by its Fruit ;”” and, a bad In- |
tentién ‘may, in ‘many Cafes, be certainly,
and ‘therdfore fairly inferred, from Advice to |
abad A& : The A&, therefore, advifed to be
done, is the proper Subject of Examination;
but, if Gentlemen would not fuffer thejr Zeal
to out-run their Judgment, they would fee,

-that, in the Cafe before us, there is no fuch
-Thing as Advice ; ‘there is no A& performed

* by the Parties, of which we can take Cog-

nizance, becaufe there is no A& performed,

concerning which we can poffibly determine,
whether, with Refpect to the Agent, it is
good or bad. The: Opinion of the Attorney,
and Sollicitor-General, Sir, which Gentle-
men have affeCted to call Advice,is given,
upon a Queftion relative to what 7s, and
not to what may, or fball be. It relates, Sir,
to the Tenor and Effe® of Laws now in
force among us, and which have long been

' fo;
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fo; and, are the Attorney and Sollicitor-Ge-
neral, Sir,- anfwerable for what thofe Laws
enable the Crown to do? or, for what the
Crown may do, ypon a Suppofition that it ex-
erts no Power, but fuch as thefe Laws give ?
The Attorney, and Sollicitor-General, Sir, are,
in this Cafe, anfwerable only for their Inte.
grity, and, even for their Integrity, they arg
anfwerable only to God, as God only can
know whether they are, or are not, fincere :
As to the Cafe of Lord Somers, 1 can {carce
perfuade myfelf that Gentlemen are ferious,
when they mention it as ‘parallel to that-in
queftion : Lord Somers advifed the doing a
certain A&, which was, then, a Contingency.
The Attorney and Sollicitor-General advife .
no A&, but merely gnvc an Opinion, with
Refpe@ to what is, or is not, right by Laws
a@tually in being. If this is Advice, Sir,
a Man may juftly be called an Advifer, who
tells another, according to the beft of his
Knowledge, the Hour of the Day; in thort,
Sir, there is as much Difference between the
Cafe of Lord Somers, who advifed the Partition
Treaty, and, that of the Attorney and Solli-
citor-Ggneral, who give their Sentiments, on
a Point of Law, as, between giving a Man
my mexon of the Weather, and, advifing
Haz ~ him
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him to take a Journey. ' Befides, Sir, the
conferring any Favour upon an Individual, is
a Thing of fo private a Nature—

Mr E———- M—.

So private a Nature! It amazes
me, Sir, to hear that Right Honourable Gen-
man, who was once fo great an Honour and
Orpament to the Law, make Ufe of that Ex-
preffion ; though the Obje&t of the King’s
Favour be an Ind1v1dual yet the Favour
conferred is fuch as interefts the Public in the
higheft Degree ; it is one of the firft Offices
in the Kingdom, and, the Power it confers,
may be fo exerted, as, to be of the moft fatal
Confequence to the Public ; but, waving
this; Sir, the great Queftion is, whether the
giving this Office. for Life, be it important,
or be it trivial, is not an Infringement of the
Law? Ifit is not, whatever Danger may be
- incurred by it, it behoves us to fubmit; but
if it is, I hope no Gentleman here will think
of implicitly acquiefcing in it, under a No-
tion of its being of a private Nature,

M,




Day V.] - Adffairs of IRELAND. 103

;Ml' W H—.

Mr S————-—, .

T am under very great Obligations to the
honourable Gentleman, who fits on the op-
pofite Bench, for confirming my Sentiments,
by declaring his own to be the fame; and I
affure you, Sir, that it has given me the high-
eft Opinion of his Judgment, which I fhall
for ever honour and refpect. My Senti-
ment, Sir, which- has had the Honour of be-
ing thus confirmed, is, that Lawyers do, and
that they fhould differ, in Opinions, upon
‘Points of Law; I think, alfo, that it is very
proper for Lawyers, upon fome Occafions,
not only to differ from one another, but from
themfelves ; I believe there are many Gen-
tlemen prefent, who have found the Advan-.
tage of it. Ifall Lawyers were to be of the
fame Opinion, what Subjets could there be
for Litigation? - If there were no Subje&s
‘for Litigation, there would very foon be no
Lawyers ; and, if there were no Lawyers,
what would People do for Advice, and, -to
whom could even the Crown have applied
upon the great and momentous Occafion that
‘we are now confidering ? And, Sir, if the. .

’ ' H3 - fame.
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fame Lawyer’s Opinion was always to be the

fame in an Afternoon, as in a Morning, to

what Purpofe would Recoutfe be had to any
of thofe cogent Arguments, which are now
~ known to alter it ? all Rhetoric, Sir, the moft
powerful Rhetoric would be ufelefs, and that
which could never be ufed would never be
acquired ; we fhould ftagnate in Stupefadtion
and Inativity, for want of Motives to a& and
to think; fo that nothing lefs could happen
from all Lawyers thinking like each other,
and, from the fame Lawyers always thinking
alike, than what Gentlemen feem to have in-

- ferred from much lefs Injury offered to the
Law, the total Subverfion of our Conftituti~
on, and Ruin of the State. I cannot fuffici
ently admire and commend my worthy
Friend’s Opinion, that my Brethren of the
Law ought always to be confulted, efpecially
upon important and public Occafions ; it is
an Opinion from which great and manifeft
Advantages will refult, if it fhould be adopt-
ed ; and, I cannot but congratulate with my
Brethren, that it is adopted in-a very confide:
rable Degree slready. There are knotty
Points; which, even thofe auguft Perfonages,
the Lords, to whom we, in this lower Hopfe,
* look up with an humble Senfe of our Inferis
- ority,
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ority, may, poffibly, find it fonpething diffi»
cult to difcufs 5 they have, therefore, as it ig
very fit and becoming thay they fhould, the
Prime of our Lawyers for their Councellors;
the Lawyer of a Lazd, Sir, thenld not cers
tainly be lefs than a+Judge ; and, aceording~
ly, we fee that.our learned Judges, feated on
.the foft Wool Pack, apd diftinguithed by the

fcarlet Robe, are always at Hamd, in their

Houfe, to be occafionally capfulted by them,
to fave them the Labour of thinkisg, which
is, certainly, beneath the Dignity of Perfona-~
ges, fo fublime and auguft. Ifit is. fis, as my
worthy Friend has advanced, and, as § heartin
ly agree, that Lawyers ought ahngys to be
confulted, it is fit that we fhould bave ous
Lawyers too, and, it gives me gress Pleafura
to fee that we are nat without them 5 look
which Way I will, fome of the legrned Bady
are ftill ip my Eye; and, this, bsiag the
Cafe, what need bave we ta look abread 2
It woyld neither do us, nor our Lawyars Cre=
dit, to -have Canfyltations, withaut Daers, to
exphin or determine what. they are expesie
ed to explain, and we are tp determing withn
in. Thumbly gonceive, Sir, that this Affair,
great, and folemp, and momentoys, 38 i is,
a3y maintain its Dignity ip Parliament, as

' Hs well
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well-asin a Court of Law ; and be as fkills
fully -difcufled, and as wifely determined.
"As to the laying the written Opinion of the
Attorney, and Sollicitor-General, before the
Houfe, I confefs, I do not fee what End it
will anfwer. I have heard of a mechanical
Philofopher, who, having fpent many Years
- in the Difcovery of the perpetual Motion, at
laft invented 2 Machine, confifting of a great
Variety of Wheels, Levers, Pullies, and other
Powers, which would draw a Cork out of 2
Bottle, very nearly as well as a Cork-Screw:
We have the Attorney and Sollicitor-General
here with us, and, inftead of the round about
Way of addreffing to have the Opinion they
were of fome time ago, laid before us, inftead of
‘having Recourfe to the Machine with Wheels, -
and Levers, and Pullics, let us afk them their
Opinions at once, and draw the Cork out of
the Bottle ourfelves. There are, to be fure,
many Objections againft examining Perfons
@iva voce. A worthy Gentleman, at the Bar,
. énce tolda Judge, that he had no lefs than
twenty fuch Objeétions ; and, being allowed
to declare them, he faid, that the firft was,
that the Man was dead. This was allowed
to be fatisfactory, and the other nineteen wero
*' pgt required, What they were, I cannot

take
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take upon me to fay, but, Sir, as the Gentle-
men, whofe Opinion we defice to know, are
not only living, but prefent, and dble, and wil-
ling, to give the Satisfattion required, 1 do
not think any one of the twenty Objecions;
whatevet they were, can be fupported againft
them. What their Opinion was, I cannot
tell, and, if I could, I might be equally ata
Lofs to know what their Opinion #s; as the
Gentlemen, therefore, are ready to anfwer for
themfelves, I muft, with the greateft Defe-
rence to the Opinion of my worthy Friend,
declare myfelf againft the Motion, '

It pafled in the Negative, 75 to 32.

SATUR-
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SATURDAY, O& 2q, 1763.
SIXTH DAY.

. Mt §— H— H—, P.S.

Mr So,

8 it is of the higheft Importance, to
prevent the Monopoly of Coals in this

City, and the Extortion which a Monopoly
never fails to produce, and, as an A& was
pafled laft Seffions for this Purpofe, I think
itis very proper, that we (hould enquire how
far that A& has been effeGual, in order to
continue it, or amend it, as fhall appear to be
neceffary 5 and, I hope the worthy Gentle-
men, who, by that A&, were appointed to
carry it into Execution, will not think it amifs,
that it fhould be the Defire of this Houfe,
that they fhould attend, to give what Infor-
mation they can upon the Subje&, and in-
form the Houfe, in what manner they have
fulfilled the Truft repofed in them. I, there-
fore, beg leave to move, that a Committee
may be appointed to take into Confideration,
an




Day Y1} Aﬁir;tquRELANﬂ., 109

an A&t to prevent the exceflive Price of Coals,
in the City of DubA», and, whether the faid
A& is proper to be continued, and, whether
any, and what Amendments be neceffary, to
be made thercin; as alfo, to enquire into the
Condu@ of the Officers, intrufted Wxth the
Executxon of the fard A&.

It was thcn moved, that the Call of the
Houfe, which, by Order, now ftands for
next Monday, be adjoutned till Tuefday, the
Day following. .

To this, Mr H—— F— obje&ted, and faid,
that he believed it was underftood, that the
very interefting and important Queftion, con-
cerning the Penfions, was to come on, when
the Call fhould take Place, and, he was both
againft deferring it, and lofing a Day; he
obferved, that the Houfe fat but fix Months
intwo Years, a fpace of Time, which, if -
every Hour of it was employed, in the Bufi-
nefs of the Nation, would be little enough to
do it with the Deliberation and Attention it
required, and, that, asa great Encroachment
had already been made upon that Time, by
lage Mcetmgs, and Recefles, he was unwilling

that
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that another Day thould be loft ; he faid, he
feared alfo, that it might be made a Prece-
dent to lop off a fixth Part of the Time, that
it was their Intereft, as well as Duty, to im-
prove, which was his principal Reafon againft
it, and that to the Motion, fimply confidered,
he thought it fcarcely ' worth while to ob-
- jec.

M O N-
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MONDAY, Now. 1, 1763.
SEVENTH DAY.

H E R—t H—ble Mr B— B— pre-
fented a Petition of Henry Cottingham,

and fames King, of the City of Dublin, Mer-
cers, fetting forth the Lofles by them fuftain.
ed, by the Journeymen Weavers, and Ap-
prentices, of the -City and Liberties, by cutting
to Pieces many rich and beautiful Silks, and
Velvets, then in the Looms of the Petitioners,
and the Materials, Tackle, and Silk prepared
for carrying on a Silk . and Velvet Manufac-
~ ture, all the Property of the Petitioners; and
that the faid mifguided People (become fen-
fible of their Injuftice to the Petitioners, and
of the great Injury and Damage they have
brought upon themfelves and their Country)
have requefted the Petitioners, to improve,

and advance the Silk Manufacture of Ireland ;
which, the Petitioners, from their heavy Lof-

fes, are unable to do without the Aid of Par-
Jiament ; and praying Relief,

The
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The Petition being read, Mt B— moved,
that it might be referred to the Confideration
of a Committee, and, he was feconded by Mr
F— G—, the 8. G. as follows : '

Mr S,

As to the Allegations of the Petition, which
the R—t H—ble Member has propofed to
refer to the Committee, they are certainly the
proper Objeéts of the Enquiry of that Com-
‘mittee, as they relate particularly to the Pe-
titioners, but, as they are of a Nature that
deeply affe@s the public Peace and Security,
repugnant to all Duty, and fubverfive of all
Order, they deferve  the moft ferious and fo-
lemn Attention of this Houfe. It appears,
by the Petition, that the treafonable Infurrec-
tions, which have fo frequently, of late, inter-
supted the public Tranquillity in remote
Parts of the Kingdam, have now reached the
Capital ; infulted public Juftice on her Seat
and fhaken the Government at its Centre ;
we are now called npon, not only to redrefs
a private Wrong, but to affect the Caufe of an
injured Nation: Not to reprefs the Violence
here, by fome fignal Exertion of Legiflative

: : Au-
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Authority, would be to cncouragc it elfe-
where, for what will the Infurgents of remote

Provinces conclude from the Impunity of -
thofe at the Metropolis, but, that the Go-
vernment, confcious of itsown Weaknefs, has
furrendered at Difcretion, and given up the
common Rights and Privileges, which it
could no longer defend, to the Mercy of a
diffolute and omtrageous Rabble? That I
may not be thought to aggravate the Evil, by
a rhetorical Difplay of imaginary Guilt, and
imaginary Confequences, I will take the Li-
berty, Sir, to give you 2 plain Narrative of
the Fa&. A confiderable Dealer in thisCity,
who not only carries on a very cxtenfive
home Manufadury, but a refpectable fo-
reign ‘Commerce, thought proper ‘to import
a large Quantity of French Silks, whether, as
‘Patterns for weaving Silks here, or for Sale,
it matters not ; the Importation, with cithes
View, is equally lawful ; upon this, 2 Num-
ber of Manufaturers, taking it into their
Heads to prohibit, as a private Injury to them-
felves, what the Law allows as a national Be-
nefit, got together in a riotous Band, armed

themfelves in a hoftile Manner, and, profef-
fing no lefs than Robbery, and Murder; befet
the honeft Trader’s Houfe, demanded, tl;:\t

¢
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he fhould be delivered up to death, and,
that his Silks, both thofe .imported, and in
the Loom, fhould be put “into their Poffefii-
on; when thefe Proceedings were oppofed
by a legal Force, under proper Officers, ithey
flew in the Face of Juftice, openly defied Au-
thority, and, having overpowered the Magif-
trate, and his Affiftants, théy perfifted in their
Violence, to the Affright, and Confufion of
the whole City : It has been obferved, that
in the Apparatus of Death there " is more
Terror than in Death itfelf; thefe Wretches,
therefore, that the Murder they were pre-
pared to perpetrate, mlght lofe none of its
- Effe&, carried a Coffin in Proceflion to the
Houfe of  the Victim they had fingled out,
fwearing, with horrid Imprecations, that they
would carry off his dead Body in it: It hap-
pened, however, that he effeGually fecreted
himfelf from their Fury, till it, in fome De-
gree, fubfided, but, they forced him to ratify
fuch Conditions as they thought fit to ditate,
by the moft folemn Oaths; yet this, what-
ever Security they might think it, for his Be-
haviour in the Time to come, did" not fatisfy
their Revenge for what was paft ; they, there-
fore, broke violently into his Work-thop, and
Warchoufcs, cut great Quantitics of valuable
and
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and beautiful Silk and Velvet to pieces, broke
his Looms, and, either; ftole or deftroyed
whateyver elfe they could lay their Hands upon.
While this was doing, the uphappy Vi&im,
.his Family, and his Friends, were in an Agony -
.of Confternation and Terror; the City itfelf
-was ftruck with a Panic, and no Man knew
where the Violence might ftop. It is a
dreadful thing, Sir, for a licentions Rabble to
wreft the Sword out of the Hands of Juftice,
and to enforce, with Tumult, and Violence,
the Execution of Laws which they apprehend
to be eluded ; but, it is an Evil that admits of
no Aggravation, for them to impofe Laws of
their own, in Oppofition to thofe of the State ;
and, invade, not only Property, but Life,
when they happen capricioufly, to difapprove
the Conduc of thofe, by whom, they do -not
fo much as. pretend any Law has been broken,
* Ifay, Sir, this is a Crime, which, with Re-
fpe&t to itfelf, can-admit of no Aggravation,
but with Refpe& to- the Criminals, it may;
if it appears to be committed not by thé Ig-
norant and Thoughtlefs, but by .the Knowing
and Confiderate ; not by the Obfcure and Indi-
gent, but by thofe, whofe Station and - Pro-
perty give Influence to their Example; not
by thofe who are in a fubordinate: and fervile
\ . I .

State, . -
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State, but by  thefe that are_ put in Autho.
rity over them,” how. does the ‘Guilt agcu-
mulate upon their Heads, and, of how. much
feverer. Pupifhment are they worthy? Iam
forry to fay, Sir, that this Guilt. has been ace
cumyplated, 4nd. this Punifhment deferved in
the Cafe before us: My particular Situation,
Sir, has acquainted ;me with the whole of
this TFranfaQion, from its firft Caufe, to its

laf} . Effe@s, and, I.find myfelf, with inex-

preffible. Regget, obliged. to declare, that.it
appears with..the ftrongeft_ Evidence, upon
various Examinitions,. that the Perfons, wha
gave rife to it, are no.other, than the Mafter
and Wardens of the Corparation of Weavers,
and,;that " the. poor deluded Wretches, who,
a&ually did the Mifchief, were fpirited up by
them, a@ed under their Influaence, and were
little .more. than. the Inftruments of. their
Wickednefs; yes, Sir, the.Maftér and War-

- dens.of that, Corporatian,. whe are intrufted -

by. their Chartes, with a .very confiderable.
Power, in.confidence that. they would ufe it

for the Regulation, and ‘good Government of.
its Members, have, in that.very Hall, and in.

thofe very: Seats, where, they ought to have

exerted themfelves ““as.a Terror to evil doers,
and, a Reward to thofe who do well,” per-
' “verted
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verted their Inftitution,” and abufed their
Power, to the worft of all Purpofes, by fedu."
c¢ing the Poor,' and the Dependant, to Tu:
ault and Rapine, Violence and Murder, the’
Ruin of Innocence, and the Subverfion of Go- .
vernment. ‘It appears amongft other Thmgs,'
that the Mafter of the Corporation attually
fent Ambafladors on behalf of the Infurgents,
to Mr Cottingham, itl order to bring him inte’
a Capltulatxon with them; and’ prevail upon
‘him, to give up the offending Silks, to be
burnt, in” complidnce with~ their” Demarids,
infinuating, that there wéte . no other'N eén's
to prcvcn inore fatal Confequcnccs ; upon
thefe Fa@s I'thall maké no Comment, as, I
am perfuaded,. no Comment is neceflary ; the'
Expedlency of takinig the moft effetual Mea-
fures, to prchnt fuch rebeThous Infurre&mns,
for 'the future,'is felf—evxdent as they ﬂ‘nke,
had almoft faid, at the véry “Exiffence 'of our,
Cotiftitution ; if Thave trefpafled lobg upon
your T'ime, by an Endeavour to point ‘out the' .
Evils, that call aloud for a Remedy, in their’
moft ftriking Colours, I flatter myfelf;. that
T fhall'be excufed, without aii’ Apology, as T
had 16 View in difplaying the Malignancy of
the Difeafe; but, that the Method of Cure'
‘might bé vigorous and fpeedy. As the End
12 of
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of War is Peace, fo the End of Juftice is Mer-
cy: Whatever Punithment deters from
Vice, prevents Mifery ; and, Iam fure, I
cannot more effeGually exert my Benevo-
lence, than by calling out the Terrors of the
Law; againft Pra®ices which cut off Reward
from Labour, and Securlty from Tnnocence ;

which, corrupt Poverty into Wickednefs, and
endanger the Vitals of the Conftitution, by
fpreadmg a Gangrene in its Membcrs

" The R—t H—ble F— 4— then got up,
and expreffed his perfe& Agreement with the
learned and worthy Member that fpokc laft,
with Refpec to the Neceflity of putting a
ﬁop, immediately, to the unbounded Licen-
tioufne(s of the lower Clafs of Pcople aLi-
centioufnefs, which, he obferved, was fo dif-
- ferent from the true Spirit of Liberty, that it
was impoffible they thould fubfift together ;.
he faid, alfo, that he could not, but greatly
admire his pathetic, and ammatcd Dcfcnptxon
* of the Enormities of which he complained,
and the various Diftrefles, which they pro-.
duced: But, he faid, he hoped to be excuf-.
ed, for differing a little from him, as he could
not lay the Riot, wholly, to the Charge of his -
Bretbren, the Weavers ; (this caufed a great

Laugh,
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Laugh, as he had juft been complimented
with the Freedom of their Company) but,
was rather of Qpinion, that it was raifed, and
carried on, by their Journeymen and Appren-
tices ; efpecially, as thcy frequently entered
into Combmatlons agaiaft their Mafters them-
felves, demanding, in a clamorous and tu-
multous Manner, fometimes, the raifing their

Wages, and, fometimes, the fhortening their
Hours of Work,

Mr ¥— H— H—, P.S.
Mr S—, |

I rife up to give my Opinion, that the
Allegations of th¢ Petition are an Object high-
ly worthy of a parliamentary Enquiry ; and,
that as two worthy Members of Society have
greatly, and moft unjuﬁly, fuffered by the il-
legal Proceedings of an enraged Mob, to the
great'Injury of a ManufaGure, which they .
were carryingon, very much for the Benefit
of the Nation, it is but juft, that they thould
be redrefled,as well, upon their own Account,
as upon that of the Public; I was alfo, the
more ready to rife, on this Occafion, as, I .
over heard fome Gentlemen near me, make

I3 . an
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an Obje@ion to the Petition, which it is in
my Power to remove ; they faid, that a Peti-
tion of this Kind was a Novelt , and unfup-
ported by Precedent; but this is by no
means the Fa&, for, I remember, among other
- Inftances, a parallel Cafe, that happened in a
neighbouring Kingdom, in the Year 1715
At that Time there were great Riots among
the Woollen Manufa&urers, and great Da-
mage was done, upon’ which the Sufferers
applied to Parliament, and a Compenfation
was allowed them of above. five thoufand
Pounds ; and, now, that my Endeavours may
not be wanting, to continue the good Hu-
mour, which was raifed by the worthy Gen-
_ tleman who fpoke laft, and, that Gentlemen
may have their laugh out, which, my getting
up interrupted, I muft fay, that the Weavers
are iy Brethren too, and that, I am very wil-
ling to hope, they are not fo culpable as the
worthy Gentleman, who feconded the Mo-
tion, feems to think them; Iam perfuaded,
that he fpeaks from the Convi@ion he has
received by the Examination, but, pcrhaps,
he has feen the Examinations only of one
Side, and that Story which is good till ano-
ther is told, is not always fo afterwards. As

to the Mafter and Wardcns of the Company,
I have
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Y have frequently converfed with them upon
the Subjec ; and, if they are not'the greateft
Hypocrites, as well as the wickedeft Men in
the World, ‘they are Wholly Thiocent in this
Affair ;- for they have afferted their Innocence
with the moft folema and repeated Aflevera~
tions,

Mr f— G—, S. G in a fhort Reply, gave
fome farther Reafons, why he believed the
Mafter and Wardens of the Corporation, to
have been eflentially, and originally, concern-
ed in the Riot: And Mr C—= C—, made
* a fhort Speech, with a View to palliate what
had been advanced againft the Mafter Wea-

vers, and to throw the whole Blame upon

theu- Journeymen.

j Y TUES
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TUESDAY, Nov. 2, 1763
EIGHTH DAY. f
The R—t H—ble F— 4—.

Mr S—,

Have, in my Hand, a Petition, figned by
the Mayor, Corporation, and prmcxpal
Inhabitants of the City of Londonderry ;
has always been held, Sir, that the rewardmg
eminent Merit, in particulars, is a general
Benefit, by ftimulating others to Emulation,
and exciting them to the fame Defert, by
‘hopes of the fame Advantage, I, therefore,
flatter myfelf, that I thall not be thought un-
neceflarily to take up your Time, by faying
a few Words in favour of your prefent Peti-
tioners.  If this Nation had been fo happy as
to have its Hiftory written by any Au-
thor of Abilities equal to the Work, the
Aétions of the Citizens of Derry, would have
* furpifhed its moft thining Paffages; Paffages,
which would have embellithed the moft il-
luftrious Hifiory, tand highly honoured the
. moft heroic Nation. The want of fuch Hif-

torians,
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torians, is, indeed, the lefs to be regretted, as
we have the moft authentic Records of fuch
. Loyalty, Magnanimity, and public Spirit, in
that antient; proteftant, and unconquered City,
as would thake the Credit of any Hiftorian,
however eminent for Impartiality and Truth,
if they depended merely upon his Teftimony.
The Records I mean, Sir, are the Journals
of this Houfe, and of the Commons in Eng-
" land ; you will there find the Citizens of Der-
ry, fupporting the Laws, the Religion, and
the Liberty of their Country, in defiance ofall
the Miferies, that the Cruelty of War, aggra-
vated by the fanguinary Rage of Bigotry, and
Superftition, could bring upon them; to fay,
that they gave their Lives a Ranfom 'for the
" Bleffings, which their Pofterity enjoy, is to
wrong them' of more than half their Praife,
if we do not confider the Manner, in which
it was paid ; the Pomp of War,and the Sound
of the Trumpet, awake in almoft every Mind
a fudden and tumultuous Courage, which,
rather overlooks Danger, than defies it ; and,
rather fufpcnds our Attention to Life, than
reconciles ps to the Lofs of it; the Soldier
ruthes forward with Impetuoﬁty, and, when
he hears the Thunder of the Battle, can glory
in the Elation of his Mind ; but _thn Death

ap-
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approaches, with a flow and filent Pace,
when he is feen at leifure, and, contemplat-
ed in all his Terrors, the Spirits thrink back
to the Heart, the Love of Fame, and, even
the Hope of Heaven is chilled within us, and
the Man at once pravails, not over the Hero
only, but the Saint. -Of the few, that, in
this Hour of Horror, have furmounted the
Senfe of their own Condition, who is he that
Jhas looked with the fame Equanimity upon
the Partner of his Fortune, - and the Pledges
of his Love? Whena Wife, or a Child, has
been 2 Hoftage, and the Tyrant’s Dagger has
been lifted to their Breaft, how has the Hero
and the Patriot melted in the Hufband a'nd the
Father! By what Name, then, thall we dif-
tinguifh the Virtue of the Citizens of Derry,
who did not ruthupon Death for their Country,
in the momentary Ardor of fudden Conteft,
in the Pomp and Tumult of the Ficld of Bat-
tle, but waited his deliberate, though irrefifta-
ble approach, thut up within their own
Walls, inthe gloomy Recefles of Sicknefs and
Famine ; and who, while they felt the Pangs
of Hunger, undermining Life in themfelves,
beheld, alfo, its deftru&ive Influence in thofe

whofe Lives were ftill dearer than their own ; -

who heard the faltering Voice of helplefs In-
: : fancy

?

i

{
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fancy ,complain, till the.Squnds, at laft, died
upon the Tongue ; and, who faw.the languid
Eye of fainting Beauty exprefs what no Lap-
guage conld ntter, till it was clofed in Death !
In this Trial to ftand firm, in.this<Confli& to
be more than.Conquerors, was it not, alfo, to
be more than Men! To- have been the
RBirth~Plage, or the Refidence of one fuch
Hero, would have fired a thoufand Cities
with Envy, and have rendered the meaneft .
Hamlet illuftrious for ever; what, then, is
Derry, whofe whole Inhabitants wete anima-
ted by this divine Virtue, ltke 2 common
Soul ! INor is it ftrange, that their Pofterity
thould be #ill difkinguithed by the fame Spi-
rit ; for, how is it poffible they fhould hear
the Recital of thefe Wonders, and enjoy the.
Bengfits they procured, without glowing at
once with Gratitude and Emulation: Their
Virtne, from whatever Caufe, has been long

hereditary alieady. In the Civil Wars of

1041, Derry was the impregnable City,

which baffled all the Force of the Rebels, to

the Epcouragement and Support . of the whole

Nortth of Ireland. In the glorious Revoluti-
on of 1688, a Crifis, perhaps, the moft im-

portant that ever happened in any Age, or a-
ny Country, Derry ftoad forth the Bulwark
1 Of .

-
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of the Laws, Religion, and leerty, of this
Nation ; to Derry we all owe, in a great
- Meafure, the ample and peaceable Poffeffion
of them in which we are happy at this Day ;
and, how Derry behaved, during the late In-
furrections, we need not te told. A Series
of Acknowledgments and Thanks, recorded
in the Journals of this Houfe, from its firft
Inftitution, to the prefent Time, are, at once,
the moft authentic Teftimony of the diftin-
guifthed Merit of this City, and its moft glori-
ous and permanent Reward. But, though all
private Encomium may be precluded, as an
Honour to Derry, it may, perhaps, be indul-
ged as a Pleafure to me, and, let me add, to
thofe, alfo, before whom I fpeak ; for, I am
confident, that, among all who hear me, there
is not one, who would not, from the fame
Motive, and, with the fame Pleafure, have
fpoken of her Citizens as I have done, except
where my Language has been inadequate to
my Ideas, and there, I am confident, they

would have fupplied the Defe&t. As to the

Allegation, and the Praycr of the Petition,

though, as I obferved, it is a general Benefit
“to reward Merit, yet, I muft do my Confti-

tuents this farther Juftice to fay, that, if what

_ they folicit, had not, exclufive of this Princi- |

ple,
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ple, been. a national Advantage, thcy would

not have made it the Objec of their Solicita-

tion ; that Modefty: and Moderation, which
are the mfeperable Concomitants of Merit,

and that Uprightnefs,-and Generofity of Mind,
which would difdain to requeft the Applica-
tion of any Part of the public Treafure toa -
private Ufe, would. have prevented them.
The Trade of the City of Derry, Sir, is,
within thefe few Years, greatly increafed, with
Refped to Imports and Exports ; the fingle
Article of the Linen Manufature, amounts to
no lefs than 2oo,oool perdAnn. There are,be-
longing to this Port, four and twenty Shlps
from two hyndred to three hundred Tons
burthen, and, I believe, there are very few
other Ports, in the Kingdom, which employ as
many ; but the Water is too fthallow, even at
high Tide, to float thefe Veflels to the Quay;
the RIVCI' alfo, is fo narrow, as to render the
Navngatxon very inconvenient, fo that the
Merchants of Derry are obliged to pay eight
Pence a Ton for 'Lighterage of all Goods,
both in and out, and are confiderable Suffer-
ers by Rifque, Damage, and Delay. To
render this Part of the River more commo-
dious, and to deepen the ‘Channel, will re-
quire about 1,600/, by the beft Computation
that
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that can be made ; the Sum is, comparative-
ly, very fmall, and the Advantage will’ be

- great, not only to Desry; but to the Nation in

genteral ; for every Encouragement’ given to-
. Trade; i¢ like atr Addition of vital Strength
to the Heart, which is immediately diffufed’
‘tb the remoteft Parts of the Body. I, there-

fore, pray, that this Petition may be read.

The Petition was read a¢cordingly, to the’
- Purport as fet forth -above, and, it was'order=
ed to be referred to a- Committée ; upon
which' a Committée was appomtetl at:t:brd—

ingly.

A Petition of Margaret Ajbwortb Widow-
of Thomas Afworth, late of Dennybrook, in’
the County of the City of Dublin; Linnen,
Cotton, Callico, and Paper Printer, déceafed ;
praying Aid to enablé hér to carry on thofe

Manufatures, was prefented, antd "rcadi‘ '

Mr T— M— then moved, that it might'
be referred to a Committee.
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- Mr E— §— P—,
Mt §—,

Ifind that vat Numbers of People have
come. from every Part of the Kingdom, with
Petitions -of this Kind, praying - parliamentary
Aid to carry on different ManufaGtares ; and,,
as it would be imprudent to detain them from
~ their Bufinefs, and,cruel to keep them in Suf~
pence, it being impoflible-to gratify half.. of
them, I think, it is fit we fhould know the
Senfe of the Houfc with Refpect to Petitions,
of this Kind in general : The granting of
Money, by Parliament, on thefe Occafions, is
a Practice but of late Years; however, I con-
fes, that I was.one of thofe who thought it
for the Benefit of. Trade, by improving vari-
ous Manufatures into greater Degrees of
Pesfection ; but Experience, Sir, from which.
there can be no Appeal, has, at length, con
vinced .me that I was miftaken, and, that it has
produced an Effect dire@ly oppefite to that
which was intended; in fome Inftances it
has put an End to the very Manufacture it.
was fuppofed to encourage, and, in others,
it has favoured.a Monopoly, and reprefled the -

Induftry
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Induftry of many, by giving to a few an un-
due Superiority over them, which muft al-
" ways be the Cafe, when large Sums of Mo-
ney are poured into the Hands of particular

Perfons ; I mean large, with Refpe& to the

Circumftances of thofe who receive them; and

fuch have been the fmalleft that Parliament

_has thought fit to grant. I am very fenfible,
Sir, that ManufaCurers -thould be encoura-

ged by all poffible Means, and, that no Ob-

je&t can be more worthy either of the Atten-
tion, or the Bounty; of Parliament, Tt is im-

poffible that ‘many fhould live, where few

can be employed ; it is by Labour, only,

that the Inhabitants of a civilized Country

can fubfift; and it is, therefore, impoffible,

that any civilized Country thould be popu-

lous, where there is little to do.. As no

Country, that is not populous, can be either

flourithing or ftrong, and, as it is manifeftly

the Intereft of every Individual, that the

Country, in which he lives, thould be both; it

follows, that the Encouragement of Manu-

faGtures, by which, alone, Multitudes can be

employed, is effential to the Profperity, if not

to the very Subfiftence of the State. Upon

this Principle, therefore, inftead of granting

large Sums, to particular Perfons, to difpofe of

as
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bs they pleafe, I think we fhould apply themi
in liberal Premlums, for different Manufac< |
tures, as they are brought to Market in Pro-
portion” to thelr Quantlty and Excellence ;
this would be an ‘univerfal Encouragement
and would diffufe an univerfal Spirit of Dili-
gence dfid Emulation, as every Man would
afpiré to gain what was offered; not to this, or
the other Individual, but to whomioever
fhould excel. I have, myfelf, within  this
few Days, hdd many Petitions of the fame
Kind, with that now offered, put into my
Hand, all which I refufed to prefent, and,
fhall give it as my Opinion, that no more
thould be received, and that one only {hould li¢

tipon the Table; to determine the Fate of the
teft.

Mr 7— M-— anfwered; that other Petiti-
ons, of the fame Kind, had been introduced;
without being objected to ;- that he thought
it very hard his thould be the firft that wag
refafed, and; that he did not fee why hefhould
not have his JOBB dotie as well 4s another.

Mr E— S— P—, in reply, declared, up-
6n his Honour, that this was the firft Petiti-
én of the Kind that he had héard mtroducccf;

K' '~ and,
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and, that if he had been prefent, when others
were introduced, he would have objected to
them ; that he had the higheft Refpe& for the
honourable Member who introduced this,
and, he was fo far from meaning any Thing
like a perfonal Oppofition, that if he could
bring himfelf to fubmit to do.a JoBs at all,
he would doe his JoBB as foon asany Man’s.

The Queftion being put, that the faid Peti-
tion be referred to a Committee, it was car-
ried in the Affirmative, by 69 againft 55 ;
and a Committee was appointed accordingly.

 Mr E— §—'P—.
Mr §——vo, :

As [ fhall always be difpofed to fubmit my
private Judgment to that of this Houfe, I con-
clude, that T had made a wrong Determina-
tion, as I fee the Majority is againft mre, and
dhall, therefore, prefent many Petitions,
whlch have been offered me, and which 1
thould; otherwife, have refufed. But, not-
withftanding the Divifion for reading this Pe-

~tition, I am perfuaded that many Gentlemen,
who divided for it, muft be extremely forry

to fee the pubhc Moncy lavithed away in
. Josss,
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Jogzs, which might be otherwife employed
to public Advantage: I am very forry that I
happened not to be prefent when the firft
Petition of this Kind was introduced, that I
might have objected againft it; but, I hope,
fome M=thod will ftill be found to fignify the
Difinclination which, I am fure, the  Houfe
has to thefe. Applications.

Dr C— L=
Mr S—,j

I do not rife up to oppofe the worthy
Gentleman, who made the Motion with Re-
fpect to the Petmon, for, I believe, the utmoft
that he requires, is, that it thould be referred
to a Commitfee, for them to enquire into the
Merits, and report to the Houfe ; but I am
~very much againft Petitions of this Kind, in
general, and fo, I hope, every Gentleman
will be, who recolleGts the vaft Sums that
have been granted upon them, 'and the Ufe
that has been made of the Money. I re-
member, a confiderable Sum was given laft
Seffions to the Proprietor of a Glafs-Houfe
on the Strand, who, the Moment he got it;
inftead of fetting himfelf to blow Bottles, fet
his Houfe on Fire, blew it up, ‘and then went
. - Ka about
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about his Bufinefs. Large Sums were alfo
given to the Cambric ManufaGory, and, the
next Thing we heard of it, was, that the
Proprietors wete Bankrupts. One Delamain
got Money for making Rbone Ware, and the
Work has been difcontinued from that Time
to this. The Parliamerit has, alfo, difpofed
of large Sums, for the like Purpofes, by the
Dublin Society'; and, I think, fome Enquiry
fhould be made, whether the Money, with
the Difpofal of which they have been entruft-
ed, has turned to a better Account than what
~we diftributed ourfelves. But an Incident
has happened, Sir, in this-‘Debate, much more
alarming than the Mifapplication of Moncy
granted to Manufacturers ; 2 Word has been
ufed as a Denifon of thxs Houfe, which is a
- Difgrace to Language, as it exprefles. what
cannot exift without difgracing human Na-
ture, by the moft flagitious Sacrifice of pub-
lic to private Intereft, under a Pretence of
Patriotifm; and Attention, to National Advan-
tages. I have heard, Sir, the Word Joms,
and, I have heard it ufed as an avowed Name
-for a Meafure recommended to Parliament,
under Colour of encouraging a Manufacture :
Do Gentlemen, then, acknowledge the bring-
mg in, and fohcxtmg JoBBs ? and, do the

. Mem-
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Members of this Houfe, profefledly, do
JoBms for one another, inftead of fulfilling
the Truft repofed in them by their Conftitu-
ents, and tranfa®ing the Bufinefs of the Na-
tion ] . I am now, unfortunately, feated be-
tween two Gentlemen who have banded the
‘Word JoBs from pne to another in a Senfe,
and Manner, which makes it juftly to be ap-
prehended, that we have loft not only Virtue,
but Shame ; that we have done Evil till we
have miftaken it for Good. One afks,
¢ Why fhould not I have my JoBB done, as
-well asanother?” be is anfwered, from the
, oppoﬁte Side of the Houfe, « If you will do
my:Josss, I willdo yeurs.” The very Air,
. Sir, that conveys fuch Sounds, is s:ogtamir;a_t;
ed, and it has croffled me till it has made me
fick ; the Word Joss is not only an OdellS,
but a peftilential Monofyllable, and, I moft
fincerely hape, that I fhall never again hear it
mentioned in this Houfe, without the moft
opprobrious prthcts that can poffibly be in-
vented, as none can fufficiently exprefs its
. Turpitude and Malignity *.

K3 Mr

. Tilg)ugh DrL—s Obfervatl;)ns were juft, with Re-
fpect to Mr M—-— yet he has miftaken Mr P—; for
Mr
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Mr R— F—.
Mr Se—, *

As T perceive many Gentlemen have taken
the Liberty to deviate, confiderably, from the
Matter in Debate, I hope I may be indulged

in a fmall Digreffion, with Refpet to a cer-

tain Monofyllable, which has greatly affected
" aGentleman at the other End of the Houfe ;
and, he himfelf has declared, has even made
him fick : This Monofyllable, Sir, is the
Name of a certain illegitimate Child, of Pub-
lick Spirit, whom the World has agreed to

- call Jose. Heis well known in this Houfe,

and, Iam forry to fay, has not been ill receiv-
ed in it; permit me, therefore, to give fome
farther Account of his Defcent and Family,
_ his Character and Qualifications. I have al-
ready obferved, that his Mother is Publick
Spirit ; this Lady, though fhe is defervedly
efteemed for many great and good Qualities,

Mr P— did not fay, if Mr AM— would do his Josss, he
‘would do Mr M---s ; 5 but, that if he could fubmit to do

3 Joss at all, hewould as foon do it for Mr Me-- as for
- any Man,

is

—  — — —
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is known to have a Freedom of Principle,
and a Warmth of Conflitution, which, con-
curring with Opportunity, fpecious Preten-
ces, ‘and folemn Affurances, have frequently
fubverted her Chaftity, and feduced her to
the Embraces of thé meaneft and the moft
unworthy Wretches in the World : Among
thefe was Self-Intereff, by whom Publick
" Spirit has a numerous Iffue, diftinguithed by
the Name of Joss; how they came to be fo

called I fhall not at prefent enquire, but, it is.

certain, that, as to their outward Appearance,
they greatly refemble their Mother, and that,
‘in their Principles and Difpofitions, they are
altogether like their Father. Their Refem-

blance to Public Spirit has enabled them to -

do much Mifchief, by executing the Projects
of Private Intereft ; they have been difper-
fed all over the World, and have acted in e-
very Sphere. They have eftablithed great
Empires, and brought them to Defiruction ;
they have placed Monarchs upon a Throne,
and banithed them to a Defert; they have
appeared in- the Charater of Alexanders,
Bourbons, and Ravilliacs : They have been
aCtive both in Church and Stdte; from the

Minifter to the Contra&or, from the Archbi=

Kg = thop

—
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fhop to the Curate, from the Judge to the
Newgate Sollicitar, from the Commander "in
Chief to the Quarter Mafter, from the. Court
Phyfician to the Itinerant Quack ; they have
always flourithed in Proportion to the Wealth
and Generofity of the Country, where they
have refided ; and, though this Country can-
not boaft to have been vifited by many of the
Offspring, which Public Spirit has born to a
worthy Father, yet many of the Fobbs, her
Children, by Self-Interefl, have come over
hither from a neighbouring I\mgdom, and
have, with great Succcfs played, both upon
our Virtues and our Wcaknefs They have
flattered us, by telling us, that we were Rich;
and, they have amufed us, by pretending to
‘encreafe our Riches; thqy have applauded
our Generofity ; and, .to give us an Opportu-
- nity of {hewing, that we have deferved the
Complement, have been very free in foliciting
- Favours; this Opportunity we have feldom
. failed to improve; we have lavifhed upon
. them whatever they required ; they, in re-
turn have gone off with their Booty, exulting
in their own Cunmng, and defpxﬁng our Sim-
Phcxty

: One
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One of this hopeful Progeny, who hap-
pened to be born on this Side of the Water,
about ten Years ago, found a Hoard of Money,
which, as is a common Cafe, betrayed him
inte firange Inconfiftencies, fo that fome Per-
fons did not fcruple to fay, he was befide
- himfelf; it was his Cuftom, for fome time

afterwards, to fally forth, attended by Drum-
“mers and Trumpeters, and a licentious, and
. diforderly Rabble, crymg out, in a difmal
and frantic Tone, O! my Country! my
blcedmg Country! The little Boys ran away,
crying and frighted, and the Women fell into
fits; but, at laft, he fat down with his Affo-
ciates about hirxi, treated them with Whifky,
and, Tobacco, till they could neither fee,
fpeak, nor ftir ; and, declared, that Ireland
was the happieft Country in the World, that
all Minifters were Patriots, and, attended to

nothing but eﬁabhihmg beerty, and reward-
ing Merit ¥,

Some -

* Inthe Year 1753, it was difcoyered, that there
wa$ a very large Sum in the Treafury unapplied, and,
for which, there was no call; many Perfons affeéted
§l‘¢at Fears, thatit would be unconﬁxtuuonally difpofed

of, .
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Some of the Family of the Fobbs, are fiill
" among us, and endeavour to conceal them-
felves under borrowed Names, and Charac-
ters ; but it is moft certainly the Duty, and, I
moft fincerely hope, the Inclination, of every
Member, of this auguft Aflembly to dete@,
and banifh them for ever.

That they may be the more eafily difco-
vered, Ifhall mention feveral particular Cha-
ra&eriftics, which, by a penetrating Eye, may
be feen-through all their Difguifes. They
very often aflume their Mother’s Name, and
pretend, that their Father was Integrity, a
Gentleman of very honourable Defcent, who, -
having of late Times, been much neglected,

by Perfons of Power and Intereft, has fallen
into Misfortunes, -and been obliged to play at
Hide and Seek, fo that having been long in
‘Obfcurity, nobody knows where he is. This
Pretence, frequently procures them great Po-

of. An Oppofition againft the Court was made, by a
numerous Party, but, fome time afterwards, finding
themfelves miftaken, they accepted of Court Preferment,
and tacitly acquxefced in Court Meafures.

pularity,
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pularity, of which they are very fond; but,
~ the Fallacy may eafily be difcovered, by at-
~ tending to their Condudt, for that will al-
ways demonftrate their Relation to Seff Inte-
reft, from whofe Principles alone it proceeds. .
They fometimes affect a violent Paffion for
cultivating the Arts of Peace, for the Im-
provement of Trade, Shipping, Manufa&tures,
high Roads, and Brldgcs, at other Times,
thcy are very bufy in Prgparations for War,
in ere@ing and repairing Fortifications, Ram-
parts, and Barracks; and, of late, they have
condefcended to amufe themfelves with great
Guns, Haubitzers, and Mortars ; with Pow-
der, and Ball, and Fire, and Smoke; with
warlike Peace, and peaceful War; but their
true Character will always be difcovered, by
a Dilatorinefs and Inconfiftency of Conduét,
in whatever they undertake. They are al-
ways zealous and in bafte to begin a Work;
but they de not care how long it is in Hand,
and take care, to do all in their Power to pre-
vent its being finithed, They will alfo be
* found, frequently, to begin their Undertaking
at the wrong End; for they have been feen
very bufy in preparing Implements of War,
_ for the Defence of Fortifications, before there
were any Fortifications to defend,  Their

Paffion
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Paffion for Land-Works is not more confpi-
cuous than for Water-Works. Some time
ago, they were exerting all their Influence to
make Inroads into the Sea ; they were build-
ing Keys, and projeting Pxers; crying to the
Ocean “ hitherto fhalt thou come, and here
thall thy proud Waves be ftayed;” but, at
prefent, they feem to take greater delight in
the more gentle and innocent Entertainment
of tracing the Meandering of Canals, and Ri-
vers, through Meads' and Lawns, from one
great City to another. Bat neither is Land
nor Water fufficient to circumficribe their
.Projec¥s ; they mount the Air, and, pretend
to ereét Caftles, for the Accommodation of
~ thofe that fhall undertake a  Journey to the
~ Moon +.

As to the Places where they are to be
found, they love good Company, and affociate
much with thofe, in whom you Gentlemen,
Place great Confidence ; they are found at the
Treafury Board, the Linnen Board, the Bar~
. rack Board, and, in fhort, at every other

+ Alluding to the impra&tical Schemes, for which,
Moncy has been obtained, by Cabal and Private Inte-
reft.

_Board i
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Board ; nor are they ever to be mifled at Grand
Juries, or Socicties that have the Difpofal of
Money. It hasbeen'faid, by fome that they have
a necromantic Power, which, others fuppofe
to have been longfince loft, and, which, fome
modern Sceptlcs fuppofe never to have exif-
ted: It is infinuated, that they may, for
ought we kriow to the contrary, be, at this -
Moment ﬁoatmg in the Air, within this fa-
cred Rotunda ; that they may appear to fome
among us, like the Dagger of Macbeth, with
the Handle towards us; but, let none of us
fay to it, as he did, ‘* come, let meclutch
thee.”” Let us fufpet the Appearance of
every “ queftionable Shape,” and, if any
Joses approach in their own, whether they
attempt to {lip in‘at the back Door, to pop
from behind the Arras, or to fkulk privately
in it ; or whether, hoping to pafs unfufpeéted,
by appearing to have nothing to fear, they
may boldly endeavour to enter in front, let
'us unite at once, to feize, and to expel them,
as Pefts of Society, and Traitors, to the State,
with all the Ignominy and Contcmpt that is
their due.

The R—t H—ble Mr B— M—, moved,
that thc Commlttee appointed to confider the
’ Peti-
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Petition, of Mary Afbwortbh, fhould fit in
the Houfe, and, that it fthould take into Con-
fideration all the Petitions of the fame Kind,
praying Encouragément, for carrying on Arts
and ManufaGures.

Some other Member, alfo moved, that this
Committee fhould always fit in the Houfe,
and, not as ufual, in the Speaker’s Chamber ;
in Order that the Tranfactions might be the
more publicly known, becaufe, it fometimes
happened that three or four Friends of the
Party got together, and, agreed to juft what
they pleafed ; and, becaufe, the Houfe feldom
thought fit to differ from their Committee ;
it was added, that the more ‘public the In-
quiry into the Utility of allotting the ppblick
Money to particular Parpofes Was made the .
better.

- The H—ble E— S§—, reprefented, that
very great Inconveniency, and Danger, fre-
quently rofe, to the Subjets of this King-
dom, from the Negle&t of the Mafters of
Ships trading to England, who, neither pro-
vided a proper Number of Hands, to navigate
the Veflel, nor a fufficient Quantity of Ne-
-ceffaries, to ferve the Purpofes of Life, if the
' Ship
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Ship happened to be a few Days longer in
her Voyage than ufual, by bad Weather,
which, -frequently drove her out of her -
Courfe ; particularly, Candles and freth Wa-
ter; he faid, that, he was himfelf, a Paffen-
ger, very lately, on board the Lively, and,
that the Danger, and Diftrefs, which he, and
the reft ‘of -the Paﬁ'engers fuffered, by the
Want of thofe Articles was inexpreflible
that the Terror they felt from the Danger of
the Storm was nothing in comparifon of
their fuffering for want of Water, and their
dread of perithing by Thirft ; he, therefore,
prayed that he might have leave to bring in
the Heads of a Bill, to prevent fuch Evils for
the future.

¢ Ordered, that leave be given, to bring in
Heads of a Bill, for the better Regulation of
fuch Ships as Trade between the Kingdom
of Ireland, and that of Great Britain; and,
for making it penal, for the Mafters and
Commanders of fuch Veflels, to proceed to
Sea, without a fufficient Number of able
‘Sea-men, to navigate them, and a ‘compe-
tency of Bread, Water, and Candles, for the
Number of Paffengers and Hands on Board,
allowing, even for the Chance of a tedious

Paflage, - | W E D-
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WEDNESDAY, Nov. 3, 1763.
NINTH DAY.

HERE was a Meeting of the Com<

mittee of Accournts, of which Mr

— B—, Senior, was Chairman, when there
arofe the following Debate :

The R—t H-—ble Mr P— T—, the A. &
Mr S,

I think it my Duty to propofe, that the
Fags, which Ihall now lay before yot; be
made part of your Report to the Houfe : The
Fads are thefe : In the Year 1729, it was
found, that the ufual Supplies had not been fuf-
ficient to anfwer the Exigencies of Govefi-
ment ; to make good the Deficiency, there-
fore, 200,000/, was raifed, by Parliament,
in the fubfequent Seffions, after the ufial
Manner: When this Sum came to be ac-
counted for, in the Year 1731, the Publick
got Credit for Six-pence in the Pound out of
it, fuch a Deducion being made from alt
pubhck Money, when it goes out of the Trea-

fury.
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fury. This Dedu®ion of Six-pence in the °
Pound, from the Hereditary Revenue, is, paid
asa Fee or Perquifite to the Vice Treafurer ;
but, the Deducion of Six-pence in the Pound,
from the Additional Duties, has always been
made an additional Aid to Government, and
the Treafury has been made Debtor for it
accordingly. The public Accounts were
paffed the fame Year, and, this faving of Six-
pence in the Pound, upon the.200,000 /. ad-
ditional Duty, was voted and allowed as an
Aid to"Government, nor did the Vice Trea-
furer pretend to lay any Claim to it.

The fame Year, it was alfo found Necef-
fary, to raife the farther additional Duty of
100,000 /. and this Sum being accounted for
in the Year 1733, -the faving of Six-pence a
Pound upon it, like that, upon the other
200,000/, was placed as a farther Aid, and,
this has been the conftant Practice, and vot-
ed as fuch from Seflions to Seffions. -

In the Year 1759, the Sum of 150,000 A
was raifed, and a Vote of Credit given for
200,000/, more : This 200,000 /. was raif-
ed in the fubfequent Year, and the Deputy
Vice-Treafurer thought proper tb pay the

L - Dea
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Peduction of Six-pence in the Pound out of
it, to the Vice-T'reafurer, inftead of retaining
it in his Hands, as a farther Aid to Govern-
ment. '

In the Year 1761, the public Accounts
were pafled, and, by fome Miftake, the Pay-
ment of the Six-pence in the Pound, upon
200,000 /. being the Sum of 5,000/ to the
Vice Treafurer, was allowed, and the Deputy
Vice Treafurer was not, as ufual, made ac-
countable for it as an Aid to Government.

~ Sometime afterwards, however, I applied
to the Deputy-Vice-Treafurer, and told him,
that I did not think him fafe, in having paid
the 5,000/ to the Vice Treafurer, it being
my Opinion, that, as the 200,000/, from
which it wasa Deduction, had been raifed upon
a Vote of Credit, and was an additional Duty,
the Poundage ought to have been made a
faving to the Governmeént, as all Poundage
upon additional Duties had acually been, in
all preceding Times, and, that, though the
Accounts had been paffed by Parliament, yet
they might be over-hauled, and, he might be
made Debtor ta the Treafury, for the Money,
' and
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and obliged to pay it. This, I thought -it
my Duty, as a Servant of the Crown, to
do; and the Deputy-Vice-Treafurer was
fo fenfible of the Weight of what I faid,
that he thought proper to make Stoppages
for his own Indemnification of two Thirds
of the Sum he had paid, from a Ballance
in his Hands, due. to two Vice-Treafurers,
and he would have ftopped the other Third,
from a third Vice-Treafurer, but, he being
out of Office, the Deputy had no Ballance
due to him in his Hands; to this Gen-
tleman, however, who, was then in England,
he wrote a Letter, ftating the Fa&, and re-~
lating my Opinion; upon this, the Vice
Treafurers took an Opinion in that Kingdom,.
and filed a Bill in Chancery againft the De.
puty, in order to recover the Money he had
ftopped 5 to this Bill they made me, as A—
G—, a Party, and I freely confefs, that hi-
therto I have put in no Anfwer to it, for, as |
the Queftion litigated, relates to the Difpofal
“of public Money, Ithought the Pirliament
had the beft Right to determine it.

Lz The
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The R—t H—ble Fe A—.

‘Mr S

Iam very forry to fay, that, I cannot but
draw a Conclufion, directly oppofite to that
of the worthy Gentleman who f{poke laft,
from the very fame Premifes ; for, it appears
to me, from the whole of what he has faid,
that it would be in the higheft Degree imp-o-
per, and unbecoming, for the Houfe, to inter-
fere in the Queftion, which he would recom-
mend to its determination. The honourable
Gentleman, has very freely confefled, that he
has obftruted the common Courfe of Juf-
tice, by a wilful and intended delay ;- but
thall we take Advantage of fuch delay, to
preclude the Determination of a Court,. to
which the Parties have regularly appealed?
‘Does it become us to wreft a Suit out of the
Hands of the Court of Chancery, or to-fore-
judge a Caufe, that has been properly brought
- before it? Befides, Sir, the very Pretence for
taking this Affair Qut'of the ]urifdi&ion, into
which it is properly brought, is fallacious.
The Vice-Treafurer, by Virtue of the Patent,
which he holds under the Sanction of the

Laws
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Laws of this Kingdom, is intitled to a Poun-
dage of Six-pence in twenty Shillings, out of .
all-Monies paid out of the Treafury, if there is
not an -exprefs Refolution of this Houfe to the
contrary ; now, it is not pretended, that there
was a Refolution of the Houfe: againft it, .
with Refpe¢t to the Sum in Queftion, and
indeed, the contrary appears by inconteftible
Evidence, for the Poundage has a&ually been
allowed by the Houfe, and no Man can fup-
pofe the Houfe would allow a Deducion, that
had been made contrary to its exprefs Refo-
lution. But, as there has been no Refolution
againft this Deducion, neither is it equitable
that there fhould, for, it is no more than a
reafonable Salary to the Vice-Treafurers, and,
is made from the Individuals, only, that re-
ceive Money from the Exchequer, and, not
from the Public, who would be charged with
a Salary, for thefe Officers, if they were not
paid by this more equitable, " and lefs burden- -
fome Method. They are intitled to this Mo-
ney, raifed in this Manner, by the A& of Par-
liament, under which they hold their Patent ;
and they have received this Money by the
Execution of that A& ; and can we, by any
Refolution, fay, that thls A& ought not to
have been executed ? or, that it thall not be
L3 exe-
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executed . for the future?  An A&, indeed,
nay be repealed, but the Execution of it can
never .be fufpended, while it continues in
force, without the Exertion of an unconftitu-
‘tional and rebellious Power, which mauft ne-
ceflarily throw all Things into Confufion.

Neither is it the Province of this Houfe to

explain the Laws, otherwife than by new
Statutes properly pafled for that End; the

* Courts of Law are appointed for this Purpofe,
and to them the Subje@ is, by the Inftituti-

"on”of his Country, to apply: Nor; in the
prefent Cafe, is the Obje& worthy of parlia-

mentary Notice, being only a paltry Sum of

about five thoufand Pounds. It was; indeed,

the Objet of parliamentary Attention, when

it came regularly before the Parliament, con-

_.neGed with other Matters of greater Impop
tance ; and the Parliament, as I have already

obferved, confirmed the Difpofition of it,

which is now controvetted ; if the Refoluti-

ons of any former Seflions are to be review-

.ed, and we are to undo-this Seflions what we
did laft, I do6 not fee, why we may not go

back twenty Years, or, bring the Authority

of our Refolutions into Quettion, from the

Time that Refolutions were firft made. If

it was lawful to take Cognizance of this Af«

fair,
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fair, in wrong of the Court of Chancery, to
which the Parties have appealed, yet, I think,

we fhould be bound to eftablith our Refolu-
- tion, both for our own Honour, and, in Juf-
tice to the Gentlemen it concerns; for it
would furely be a piteous and cruel Cafe, to
make Gentlemen refund,  what we have al-
lowed them as their Right, and what, in con-
fequence of fuch Allowance, they have re~
ceived and fpent. Upon the whole, Iem
clearly of Opinion, that the Houfe fthould do
nothingin the Affair. : . ,

» Ml‘ S""‘"',

As I always liftén, with the greateft Atten-
tion, to the Arguments of that learned Gen-
tleman, nothing that he fays efcapes me, and,
I fhall, therefore, endeavour to trace him
ftep by ftep, and offer my Thoughts,
upon the very fame Points, which he has
made the Subjec of hisown. I fhall, how-
ever, begin where he has ended, and, as he
has thought fit to fay it would bea cruel, and
pitiable thing, to bring the Vice-Treafurers to
. aa Account, for what they have fpent, I think

L4 R
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it would be proper to afcertain how far they
are Objecs of Commifferation, and, therefore,
move, that the proper Officer do ‘lay before
the Houfe, an Account of the Sums that have .
been paid to the Vice-Treafurers, as Salaries
for feven Years laft paft; we fhall then know;
not only how far they are to be pitied, but
“how far the want of fufficient Salaries will
juftify their having 5,000/ - of the public
Money, which, except in this fingle Inftance,
they never had before. The honourable
Gentleman, has, indeed, told us, that it s a
reafonable Salary, and, he would perfuade us
that the Public does not pay it, becaufe, it is
raifed by Deduions from Sums received by
Individuals out of the Treafury ; according to
him, granting it to be a reafonable Salary, the
Publick attually faves 5,000/ (which it
~ would be otherwife taxed to pay this Salary,)
by the ingenious Contrivance of mul&ing
thofe, who have Claims on the Treafury.
Whether this Sum is a reafonable Part of their
Salary now, ~will be beft determined, when
the Amount of their Salary fhall be known,
but their' Salary was certainly thought fuffi-
cient without it, both by their Matfters, and
themfelves, from the Time of the Eftablith-
ment of their Office, till the pafiing of their
' lagt
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lat Accounts. As to the Pretence, that, if
they receive this Increafe of Wages, by a
Poundage from Individuals, the Public will
not pay it;.a Moment’s Confideration will
thew it to be a Fallacy. This Poundage
muft be applied, either as an additional Aid to
Government, or an'Increafe of Salary to the
Vice-Treafurer. If it is applied as an additi-
onal Aid to Government, the Public neceffa-
rily faves a Sum equal to its Amount ; for if,
inftead of being applied as an additional Aid,
it is paid as an Increafe of Salary, the Pubhc
muft raife fuch a Sum, to replace it in the
Treafury ; fo that, as long as this Poundage is -
paid to Vice-Treafurers, folong the Publick
muft pay juft as much as that amounts to,
more than they would pay if the Poundage
was applied as an Aid to Government,—"
But, we are farther told, that we ought not
to bring the Vice-Treafurers to an Account
for an unjuft Application of public Money,
becaufe it is now feveral Years fince the pub-
lic Money was mif-applied ; I confefs this is’
the firft Time I ever heard that the Age ofa
Crime ought to be its Protection. Give me
leave to fay; that it is the indifpenfible Daty,
as we]l as the moft important Privilege of
this Houfe, to enquire into- the Diftribution
of
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of public Money, and to take Cognizance of
the Mif-application of-it, at any Time patt,
however remote, if there is 4 Poflibility of re-
covering the Sum, or punithing the Offender,
If Sir William Robinfon, who was fo long
ago difmiffed from his Office, for corrupt
Praltices, was in being, and had wherewithall
to fatisfy the Public, we fhould be inexcufa-
ble, if we did not compell him to do it. I
intend to fet on foot an Enquiry myfelf, with
Refpect to feven thoufand Pounds that was
not accounted for in the Year 1742 ; and, if
Length of Time fhould not be allowed to
" fcreen Guilt, neither fhould the Negle& of
thofe, whofe Bufinefs itis to dete@® it, deter
others from the Attempt. The Negle@ of
that Seffions, which paffed* the Accounts, in
which the Sum in queftion Was mifapplied,
gives no Sanction to the Mifapplication : Is
our having once done wrong, . a Reafon that
we thould never do right? On the contrary,
. it is the Duty of this Parliament to retify

- the Miftakes of former Parliaments ; and, I

- think, that he who labours to find Caufes
~ why this Houfe fhould not, to the utmoft,
fulfill its Truft, with Refpec to the Confi-
dence which the Public has repofed in it, by
making it the Keeper of its Purfe, does not
~ adt
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a& as the Friend of his Country. The Fa&,
at prefont before us, is this; the Vice-Trea-
furers, and their Deputy, who are Servants of
the Public, have a Difpute among them-
felves about the' Difpofal of public Money ;
of Money which this Houfe has put into their
Hands for particulat Purpofes, and, inftead of
applying to this Houfe, to know what thofe
" Purpofes were, they carry their Difpute into
@ Court of Law ; and, fhall we acquiefce in a.
Meafure, in which we are fo contemptuoufly -
~ pafied by, and which fo efientially affecs us, -
‘with Refpe@® to our higheft Privilege and
greateft Truft ?  Surely Mr A— G— aQed
with the utmoft Propriety, with the greateft
Attention to his Duty, and the higheft Re-
gard to the Honour of this Houfe, by pre-
venting the Determination of this Queftion in .
Chancery, before we had an Opportunity of
taking Cognizance of it ourfelves. The ho-
nourable Gentleman, who {poke laft, hastold
us, that the Vice-T'reafurers are intitled to this
Moncy by the A& of Parliament under- which
they hold their Patent ; and that we cannot
condemn, or fufpend, thc Execution of an A&
otherwife than by repealing it. But, does not
this Gentleman know, that, to fay they are -
intitled to the Money, under an A& of Parlia- .

ment,
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ment, is begging the very Queftion in difpute ?
Does he think the Parties are applying
to a Court of -Chancery, to know whether
an A& of Parliament fhall be executed or
not ? If this Houfe has no Power to fufpend
the Execution of a Law of the Land, does he
think any fuch Power is claimed, or (uppofed

to ‘be claimed, by a Court of Chancery? =

The Patent of the Vice-Treafurer was made,
- when no public Money was raifed here -but
the hereditary Revenue, when there was no
foch Thing as additional Aids, and, therefore,
this hereditary Revenue could only be in-
tended by the Spirit of the Law, which then
enated, that the Vice-Treafurer thould have
Six-pence in the Pound out of all Monies if-
fuing out of the Exchequer. ‘That this was
the Spirit of the Law, and always underftood
to be fo, will appear from the uninterrupted,

. and uniform Prad¢tice of Parliament, for no

lefs than fixty Years; for, fo long ago as the
Year 1703, a Saving was made of Six-pence
m the Pound, upon all additional Duties, and
this Saving has been regularly continued, till,
by the Precipitation, or Connivance, of the laft
Seflions, it was loft. If the Houfe hitherto
has had a Right to determine how the Six-

pence in the Pound, on additional Supplies,
. thould



Dav IX.  Affairs of IRELAND. 159 °

thould te difpofed of, how comes it that

they have not a Right now ? and, if it has hi-

therto been the Senfe of the Houfe, that this

Deducion fhould be a Saving, and that it was -
not a2 neceflary Encreafe of the Vice-Treafu-

rer’s Salary, what fhould make it not the -
Senfe of the Houfe now? Is it upon the
Prmcxplc, -that ¢ to them that have it thall be
given 3 is the great Increafe of the Vice-
Treafurer’s Revenue, in ather Refpects, a Rea-
fon why it fhould be increafed ftill more, by
5,000/, taken out of the public Purfe?- Isit .
becaufe the Vice-Treafurers are Englifbmen,
and will fpend their Revenue on the other
Side of the Water ! or is it, becaufe the Em-
ployment is fo great that it is divided among
three, and becaufe the Difpofal of it will cre-
ate a minifterial Dependance, in. Propornon
toits Revenue and importance ? or is there
any other Reafon why 5,000/, of the public
Money fhould be now thrown into the Lap
of Servants, who were moft amply paid be-
fore, and who, till now, never claimed or ex-
pected, {fo unmerited and unpeceflary an Ad-
dition to their Income ; but this Sum, howe-
ver large, as the Increafe of a Servant’s Wages,
is faid to be unworthy the Attention of Parli-
ament : I am, however, equally concerned

and
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and furprized, to find that any Perverfion of

parliamentary Purpofes, any Mifapplication of
public Money, any Meafure, injurious to our
“Privileges;: or derogatory from our Monour,
thould be thought unworthy of our Notice 3
Thefe Things are important from their Na-
ture, not their Degree. The fmalleft InJury
offered to the Public, or to this Houfe, is of
more Moment than the greateft Injury* that

one Individual can do to another ; as only to

imagine the Death of the King, is, by our
Laws, confidered to be a greater Crime: than
the aétual Murder of a Subje@, Upon the
whole, I am clearly and- fully of Opinion,

that the Fads, ftated by Mr A— G—, ﬂlould
be reported to the Houfe.

The R—t H—ble Mr F— A,

»Ml’ S'—-z,

“Tam extreamly obliged to the honourable
Gentleman, who fpoke laft, for the Attention
that he is pleafed to-fay, he always pays me,
and yet T could wifh it were ftill greater, for,
at prefent, it has not been fufficient to take
. my meaning. I did not fay, that the Age of
Crimes fhould prote¢t them from Enquiry and

. Pu-
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Punithment, nor had I any Ideas in my Mind
that could prompt me to fay it, for, I never
_ confidered the Vice-Treafurers, as being guil-
-ty of a2 Crime; in the Appropriation of the
Poundage, on the additional Supplies, and the
principal Purportof what I faid, was, to fhew -
that I thought it their due. Neither did I
fay, that they were Objects of Pity, I faid, it
was a Pity that Juftice thould be impeded in
its legal, regular, and proper Courfe. I am fo -
far from thinking Vice-Treafurers Objects of
Pity, that I think there is the greateft Reafon
to confider them as Obje&s of Envy; but, I
fhall for ever adhere to the Opinion, that, for
this Houfe to interfere with the Courts of -
Juftice, is of very dangerous Confequence;
with the Courts of Law they thould certain-
ly co-operate, and place a Confidence in them,
if it was only for Example fake, and, if pof-
fible, to encreafe their Influence, and the Re- -
verence, that is paid them, as the Adminiftra-
tors of Juftice; whofe Office it is, by the very

. Conftitution of our Government, to explain
the Laws made by this Houfe, and carry them
into Execution.

Sie .

’
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Sir R— C—.

Mr S —,

1 think it a Duty, that I owe to that ho-
nourable Gentleman, to fuppofc his meaning -
was, what he now explains it to be; but I
think it alfo a Duty due to myfelf, to obfcrve,
that his Words did not exprefs the Meaning,
which he has now explained ; he faid, that
he thought the Refolutions of a former Sef-
fions, ought not to be reviewed ; and does not
this plainly imply, that, if that Refolution
juftified a Crime, the Crime muft remain juf-
tified ? whether a Crime has been committed
or not, is the Matter to be determined, by the
very Review that he would prevent; but, he
faid, he thought, that if we took Cognizance
of the fame Queftion again, we ought to de-
termine, as we have determined already, and,
what is this but faying, that, having once
doneWrong, we ought never to do Right ? he
faid, alfo, that it would be a piteous and
cruel Cafc, to make Gentlemen refund Money
they had been allowed to take, and, which,
they had, in confcqucnce of that Allowance,
fpent already ; and, furely, Gentlemen in a

pitcous
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piteous Cafe, are Obje&s of Pity ; however,
if thefe Officers, according to the Opinion
now explained, are Objects not of Pity, but of
Envy, it is difficult to conceive what can ine
duce the honourable Gentleman to make
them ftill more fo, at the Expence of the
Public, at the Expence of this poor Country,
from which they already draw fo confiderable
a Sum todiffipatein another.. Upon the whole,
I muft declare, that I fee no Reafon from any
Thing that Gentleman has faid, to change
my Opinion, that this Houfe fhould be zea-
lous, onall Occafions, to maintain its undoubt-
ed Right of ordering the Difpofal of publick
Money, and that no other Part of the Legifla~
ture, much lefs a Court of Law, fhould in~
termedde with it,

The R—t H—ble Mr N— C—, D-—
Y— TF—, got up, in his Place, and acknow
ledged that as the 200,000 /, raifed on
the Vote of Credit, went out of the Treafye
ry, he charged the Fees on it to the Account
of the Vice-Treafurers, and, on fettling the
Accounts, paid them the Ballance. He ob.
ferved, thas no Objetion was made to this, on
pafling the Accounts'; but, he faid, that, in 3
Conyerfation with the Attorney, and Sollici.

M tQr=
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tor-General, he found Reafon to doubt whe-
ther he was fafe in what he had done, not-
withftanding the Accounts had been- paffed,
and that, therefore, he ftopped, from the next
Payment, to two of the Vice-Treafurers,
their Proportions of the Poundage they had
received, on the Sum in Queftion, and that he
would have done fo with Refpect to Mr E—
.the third, but he being gone out of Office,
there was no Money in Hand belonging ta
him out of which the Stoppage could be
made. He faid, alfo, that the two former
had taken' the Opinion of the Attorney and
Sollicitor-General, in England, upon the Cafe,
and, by their Advice, had filed a Bill in Chan-
cery here againft him, to recover the Money
he had ftopped, and that they had made the
Attorney-General a Party to the Bill; he ad-
. ded, that Mr E— had written hlm Word,
. that, if the Suit in Chancery went agaihft thc
chc-Treafurers, he would refund the Mo-

ney. -

The S— G— gave his Opinion, that the
Tranfa&ion fhould be taken Notice of by the
Committee, and reported to the Houfe, and

this was agreed to: without a Divifion.
‘ Sir
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8ir R— C— reprefented, that ‘many In.
conveniencies might happen, and that, in ge-
neral, it was fcarce poffible to carry on the
Bufinefs of the Seffion with the Exa&nefs
and Deliberation neceflary to its being carried’
on effeGtually, if Monday was always kept as
a Hohday and he, therefare, moved that the
Houfe hould meet on the next Monday,

The R—t H+-ble F— A4— faid, that he
thought it of more Importance to appoint the
Honfe to meet earlier, that it might not be o«
bliged to fit fo late, for that the Attendance
of that Houfe till feven or eight o’Clock- at
Night was a very great Fatigue, and, as long
as this continned, he thought one Day in 3
Week little enough for Relazation; The Bur
finefs of the Houfe, he faid, would be bettey
attended to on the other ﬁvc Days, and that, -
as to their meeting the next Monday, he dxd
not know any particular Bufinefs that mad¢
it neceffary,

Sir R— C— tcplled, that, when the Buﬁ«
nefs of the Nation Wwas to be done, Gentle-
men fhould attend ro it as diligently fix Days
as they would five, notwithftanding the Fay

M2 v tigug,
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tigue, for that no private Indulgence ought
to preclude public Benefit : That there was
.not a Gentleman in the Houfe to whom In-
dulgence was more neceffary than himfelf, as
his State of Health was fuch as made extraor-
dinary Application and Fatigue very preju-
dicial, yet he defired no fuch Relaxation as
was now contended for.- He faid, the Al-.
lowance of the 5,000/ upon the additional
Supplies, to the Vice-Treafurer, a Miftake
which, in every View, was attended with
- the moft difagreeable Confequences, arofe
from the Precipitation of the laft Seffion, aw-
ing to the Want of Time, and that he could
not but be extremely furprized to hear any
Gentleman fay, that he did not know what
Bufinefs was to be done, when they were ta
pafs the national Accounts, |

Mr H— F— faid, that he did not know
any Reafon why Monday thould be a Holi~
. day, except that fome Gentlemen might, per-
haps, think themfelves ftill at School, and fo
imagine it to be black Monday.

~ Upon a Divifion, it was ordered, that the
Houfe, for the future, thould meet on Mon-.

M.
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Dr C— L—.

Mr S—,

I have obferved a Negative put upon a
Motion *, in the Votes lately publithed, that
gives me the grcatcﬁ: Surprize. I was not’
prefent when it happened, and I am inclined
to impute it to a Miftake of the Clerk, or
the Printer, becaufe, I think, it is impoffible
that this Houfe, the great national Council,
whofe Duty it is to make the ftricteft Enquiry
into every Thing that affecs the Conftitution,
could reje¢t any Motion which tended to
throw a Light on an Enquiry of the higheft
Importance.

Mr M— P—,

Mr S—,

1 rife up, Sir, to call that Gentleman to
Order ; for, it is contrary to all the Rules of
this Houfe, for any Member to object againft

* The Motion to lay the Opinion of the A---and
§--- G--- concerning the Grant of the Offices of Chan-,
cellor of the Exchequer, and Matfter of the Rolls, for
Life, before the Houfe.

’ M3 Pro-
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Proceedings which he muft know, whatever
he may pretend to the contrary, were agreed
to by a large Majority, and it is a much grof-
fer Violation of thefe Rules to caft Refle&tions
of an odious and invidious Nature, upon any
fuch Proceedings, for this can be nothing lefs
than an Infult upon the Houfe, whofe A&
all the Aés of a Majority are known to be ¢
His Pretence of a Miftake in the Clerk, or the
- Printer, is ridiculous, becaufe it implies an
Impofiibility ; for the Votes are always care-
fully read by the Speaker, before they are
fent to the Prefs, and the Speaker alfo infpects
them, after they are printed, to prevent any
Errors of the Prefs from ftanding upon the
Journals of the Houfe ; befides, fuppofing
the Poffibility, that the Entry in the Votes a«
rofe from a Miftake, he is irregular, for, if he
. had fuppofed that to be the Cafe, he ought
“to have defired that the Votes of the Day
might be read, and that the Senfe of the
Houfe might be taken upon them.

Dl‘ G‘— L—o
Mr S—,
Nothing could have induced me to make

he Suppofition in Queftion, but the very ex-
treor-
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traordmaryNzture of the Proccedmg, to which
it relates ; a Proceeding which is neither fup-
ported by Juftice, nor countenanced by Pre-
cedent ; this I imputed rather to Error than
' Deﬁgn, and, confidering it in that Light, I
have caft no Refle@ion on the Houfe, and |
apprehend that every Member has a Rightto
exprefs his Surprize at what ftrikes him, as ex=
traordinary and unaccountable, and is no more

obliged to impute it to a Caufe which ‘he .

thinks impofiible, than other Gentlemen are

obliged to impute it to a Caufe, which they -

think impoffible : If I have .injured this
Houfe, by fuppofing its Concurrence in.a
Meafure deftruive of the Conftitution of
the Country, and the Happinefs and the Free-
dom of the People, to be impoffible, I am ve-
ry, very forry, and as fuch an Injury could -
never proceed from a dithonourable. Opinion

of the Houfe, or from any Malignity to it, I

hope it may be forgiven. The Conftitution

“of the Country, Sir, and the Happinefs and
Freedom of the People,depend upon the pro-

per Diftribution of Juftice ini the Courts of

Law, and there is no Court of Law of greater

Confequence, and Dignity, than the Court of.

Exchcquer, which has immenfe Property in its

Difpofal, It is well known in this Houfe, that

. M 4 ' “the
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the Object of an Enquiry now fet on Foot,
to which my Suppofition relates, is the Lega~
lity of a Patent appointing a Judge of that
Court, and therefore every Thing that conld
throw Light upon that Enquiry is of the
greateft Importance, and every Attempt to
prevent Light from being thrown upon it, is
an Attempt tending to fubvert the Conftituti-
on, and affe@ the Happinefs and Freedom of .
the People. A Gentleman of the greateft
Abilities in the Law, Sir, formerly fate upon
the Bench, and the Bufinefs of that Court
was then carried on with the greateft Expedi-
tion, and perfectly to the Satisfaction of every
Perfon who had a Suit depending in it. I
am now extremely forry to fay that this Court,
great and refpe@able as it is known to have
been, has loft its Dignity, and fallen into Con-
tempt, an Event equally unhappy and una«
voidable, when fuch' Perfons, as the prefent,
prefide upon the Bench, ‘

Mr M P (]
Mf S"“-’
Yam extremely forry to find myfelf under

. 8 Neceffity of calling that Gentleman a fe-
S : cond
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cond Time to Order; his very Preterce,
which he would perfuade us prevents what
he has faid, from being a Refle@ion upon the
Houfe, is itfelf an invidious Refle@ion, for
the Proceedings of the Houfe are manifeftly
condemned by being imputed to miftake, ef-
pecially by being imputed to a Miftake that
was impoflible, and that he knew to be fo.
This Infult I cannot hear and be filent ; nei-
ther can'I filently hear it faid, that the moft
important of our Courts of Judicature has loft
its Dignity, and is fallen into Contempt, or
faffer the Charaer of our Judges, who pre-
fide in it to be injurioufly treated, without re-
prefling a Behaviour fo licentious and unpar-
liamentary, fo great a Trefpafs upon the
Propriety, and Decency, which thould always
be obferved in this Houfe, and fo grofs a De-
viation from the Chara&er of a Gentleman,
which ought always to be maintained by its
Members. appeal to the Houfe, whether
all this is not contrary to Order.

Dr c— L—.

Mr S—ee,

‘As to what has been faid, concerning the
Court of Exchequer, and its Judges, I can
never
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never conceive itto be a Violation of Order,
except itisa Violation of Order for this Houfe,
to difcharge its Duty to the Public, and fulfill
the Ends of its Inftitution. I have always un-
derftood, Sir, that it was the peculiar Pro-
vince of this National Council to enquire into
the State of our Courts of Judicature, and the
Chara@er and Conduct of its Officers : Have
we not a Committee appointed for that very
~ Purpofe, and, can the Duty, referred to this
Committee, be performed without communi-
cating to the Houfe, what appears to be amifs
in the Courts or their Officers? Is it not, Sir,
contrary toall Rule and Order, to deprive us
of the Liberty of fo doing ? and is it not affer-
" ting the Liberty, and, acting confonant to the
Rules of this Houfe, to mention whatever re-
lates to the Courts; or their Officers, without
referve ? ‘

Mr 7— H—,

"Mr Se—o,

I acknowledge, Sir; that this Houfe hasa
Right to make a ftri& Enquiry into the Con-
duct of the Judges of our Courts, and that we
have a_ftanding Committee, appointed fot

‘ that
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that Purpofe; but, furely it does by no Means
follow that any Member of this Houfe has a
Right to cenfure the whole Bench of any
Court indifcriminately, or to throw out gene-
fal Refletions upon the Judges of it, unfup-
ported by any partlcular Fa&, either real or
pretended. It is lawful, Sir, to apply for a
Commiffion of Bankruptcy, againft a Mer-
chant, founded upon a particular Fa& ; but -
it is unlawful to fay in general, thata Mer-
chant ‘cannot pay his Debts. Ifany particu~
lar A& of Mal-adminiftration was alledged
againft any Judge of our Courts of Law, the
Committee of Juftice would immediately
caufe Enquiry to be made, whether the Fa&
alledged was true, and would pafs Judgerent .
accordingly ; but, even in alledging a particu-
lar Fa&, there fhould be no general Abufe, ’
and fuchLanguage, as we have juft now heard,
would be unbecoming and unparliamentary.

Mr j—G—, the 8. G,

M S—;-,

T am entirly of Opinion, with the honout-
able Gentleman who fpoke laft, that it is im<

+ proper, in the higheft Degree, to vilify and
© . des
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depreciate Gentlemen in a moft refpe@able Of-

- fice, without layingany thing particular to their

Charge. Itis certainly incumbent upon this
Houfe, and every Member of it, to fupport
* the Dignity and Credit of the Courts of Law;
by which alone its Determinations can be ef-
fetually, and ultimately, carried into Execu-
tion. It is more efpecially incumbent upon
them, at this time, when the folemn A&s of
the Legiflature of this Kingdom are oppofed.
by faé’txous and unlawful Combinations, in
- every Corner of it, and the executive Power
fet at Defiance, by treafonable and out-
rageous Practices, which are a Difgrace to
. our Government and Country ; to throw out
invidious Refle@ions againft this Power, at a
Time when we fo eminently need its Service,
is eventually to join the public Enemies of
our Laws, and Countenance the Violence
which is fo flagitioufly offered them. Our
Galleries, I fee, are full, and there is not a
‘Word faid in this Houfe, that will not be car-
ried abroad ; and, is this a Time to have it
‘reported, that one of the moft refpectable of
our Courts of Law is fallen from its Digpnity,
into Contempt, and thus encourage an Op-
pofition to its Jurifdiction, and a Difcontent
at its Proceedings! Asto myfelf, I think it
my
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my indifpenfable Duty, to fupport the Credit,
and Influence, of that Court to the utmoft of |
my Power, and, I'am pleafed to have this Op-
portunity of declaring my Sentimentsupon the
Subjec, and of giving the worthy Gentleman,
from whom I have the Misfortune fo widely -
to differ, a proper Time to recollect himfelf,
and to remember, both of whom, and to
whom he fhall fpeak, in what he has farther
to offer on the Occafion, fo that he may nei-
ther offend againft the Laws of Decency, nor
the Refpec dug to the Dignity of this Houfe,

Mr W— H—c

Mr S

Notwithftanding, what has been fo juftly
and fo forcibly urged by others, I think it my
Duty to make fome Reply to what has been
thrown out- relative to the Court of Exche-
quer, which, I have the Honour to attend,
and fome Profit befides. The Gentlemen of
the Law, who appear frequently in that
Court, are'the beft Judges, how far it has
preferved its Dignity, and, I appeal to all thofe
‘of the Profeffion that hear me,, whether it
has fallen into Contempt. The Gentlemen

. o who
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Here Dr L— was again ftopped, and called
to Order by Mr T—, the A— G—,

DrC— L—. .

Mr S,

I muft own I think it is very hard that
Gentlemen will not fuffer me to explain my- -
felf ; they catch up half Sentences, without
permitting me to continue them till they ex-
prefs my meaning ; I have been very roundly
treated, and called to Order, for what I have
faid, and yet, I am confident, that, if I had

been permitted to explain myfelf, the Houfe

would have found that I advanced no Opini-
on, in which all prefent did not concur. The
Court of Exchequer, Sir, confifts of the
Chancellor, Treafurer, Chief Baron, and two

| ]udgés; Thefe Perfons, five in Number, a&

in a judicial Capacity ; and, if from thefe five
Judges, two are eventually taken away, by
appointing two Perfons to fill two of the Pla-
ces, who do not a&, whether from Want of
Inclination, or Ability, furely no Gentleman
will pretend to fay, that, by fuch diminution,
the Court has not fallen from its Dignity:
Will not five Judges of Ability give the Court

~ m

1
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in which they prefide more Dignity -than
three? at leaft, will not a Court, which, by
its Conftitution, is to confilt of five Judges,
lofe its Dignity if two of them are Cyphers ?
When five - Judges were appointed to that
Court, it was furely. intended that five Judges
thould a&, and by. what Contrivances the
Places of two of them have been made Sine-
Cures, I do not know, but this I know, that
~ we pay them very large Salaries for doing a
Duty, which they do not do ; and, I thould:

be glad to know if the Bufinefs of that Court . .

can be effetually done, and its Dignity effec-
tually maintained, by the ating of three
Judges, why we areto pay five? As, I be-
_ lieve, no Gentleman prefent can deny that two
of thefe Judges are Cyphers, nor that a Court
lofes its Dignity, by having fuch Judges, I
conclude that I might, in this Senfe, without
Reproach, fay, that the Court in queftion has.
fallen from its Dignity, and, that every Gen-
tleman here is of the fame Opinion.. The
Faé is, indeed, proved by the very .State of
the Court, with Refpect to the Bufinefs of it,
at this Time. When the learned Gentleman, -
who formerly prefided, fat there as Judge, .
there was, at leaft, twice as much Bufinefs
‘done -in it as there has been fince.’ - What- .
N fort
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he judged very properly, that he might as well
take the Nation’s Money, without pretending
to do any Thing for it, as take it for an Em-

ployment, in which he was capable of doing

nothing, if he had pretended it. While, he
was in that Employment, he was a Load upon
the Bench, and, when he quitted it, he be-
came a Load upon the Public; the Burthen
is the fame, but, of the two, the Public is beft
able to bear it. There has, indeed, been a
very thameful Tranfmutation of Employment
and Penfion ; thameful if it had been only an
Abufe of Power legally vefted, but much
more thameful, as effeted without fuch Pow-
er, and as being not only injurious, but illegal.
The two Gentlemen who are fo liberally paid
by the Publick, as Judges, without ever acting,
or pretending to ac in that Capacity, put me

in Mind of a. Story I have heard of two Irifb-

men, who were feen, by their Mafter that
paid them their Wages, idling on the Top of
a Hay-cock ; upon which, calling out to one

of them, * Sirrah ! what are you doing there.

- for my Money?” The Fellow anfwered,
Ugh, by my Shoul now, and I am doing no-
- thing : “ And what, fays the Mafter, is that
other Fellow doing along with you” By my

Soul, fays Teague, and he is belping me.- If.

one

- i, g |,
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one of thefe Gentlemén was afked the fame
Qug¢ftion, by thofe that pay him, he might
make the fame Reply ; and, indeed, fo might
an hundred. others, both Male and Female,
who have Places and Penfions at the Expencg
of this Country. Upon the whole, as I think
the ftriGeft Enquiry ought to be made into
the Legality of the Grant of the Chancellor-
thip of the Exchequer, T humbly move, that
the proper Officer may lay before the Houfe
the Fiat for making out the Patent for that
Place, and alfo the Fiat for making out the
FPatent of the Mafter of the Rolls.

Ordered accordingly, Nemine Contradicente.

Sir R Do,

Mr S,

The greateft Diftin&ion, and higheft Pri-
vilege, of this Houfe, is to be the Purfe-bearer
of the Nation: To have the Power of de-
_ termining what Proportion of national Wealth,
confifting of the aggregate Property of Indivi-
duals, fhall be applied to public Purpofes :
This Power, which is exercifed by laying
Taxes upon the People, as it is of the higheft
Importance, thould be delegated to others

' . N3 " with
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- with the greateft Caution, and only in Cafes
of the utmoft Neceflity. In Cafes of fuch
Neceflity, the Houfe has delegated this Power
to Grand-Juties, who haye, from their pecu-
liar Knowledge of the feveral Counties; to

- which they belong, the only Means of know-
ing the Exigencies of thofe Counties, and the
Sums neceffary to anfwer them: In Confe-
quence of this Delagation, Grand-Juries have
a Power to tax the Inhabitants with fuch
Sums as fhall appear to them, by Affidavits,
and proper Vouchers, to be neceffary for pub-
lic Ufes : But there is too much Reafon to
fufpc& that this Power is frequently abufed,
and, therefore, I beg leave*to bring in Heads
of a Bill for the better Regulation of the Pro-
ceedings of Grand- Juries, in the preparing and
formmg of Prefentments, for the levying of
Money. .

Ordered, that leave be given accordingly ;
and that Sir R— D—, Mr F—, and Dr
L—, prepare and brmg in the Heads of fuch
2 Bill.

Ordered, that the Order fot the Day be ad-
- journed till Monday Morning next.

And -
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And then the Houfe adjourned until Moz~ -
day Morning next, Ten of the Clock..

2 g Y can

" .MONDAY, Nov. 8, 1763, .
TENTH DAY.

N the Committee- for examining the nati-
onal Accounts, Mr #— B~ Chairman.

Mr W— H— got up, and faid, that he
could not help mentioning his Surprize at a
Charge which had been juft read of 170/, -
paid to certain Perfons for Pigs, which had been
killed by a Dublin Mob. He faid his Suprize
was the greater, as the Demand of the Propri-
etors of thofe Pigs was only 70 /. how this 70/
during a late Adminiftration, bad f{welled to
170 /. he faid he' could not imagine. It is
true, fays he, thefe Pigs are mentioned under
the Denomination of Cattle, but; whatever
Honour they may derive from this Appellati-
on, it cannot be fuppofed to increafe their Va»
lue. I only mention this, to fhew that thefe

Pigs are among the dear Bargains which the
Pyblic has lately paid for.

N4 - 'Mt
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Mr R— F—.~

Befare this Committee for examining the
national Accounts is adjourned, I think it in-
cumbent upon me to take Notice of, what I
think, a very important Object of their Atten-
tion, as it relates to the public Income and Ex~
pences, with Refpect to an Article, upon
which, in my Opinion, the very being of our
Conftitution in great Meafure depends. In

" .the firft Place, Sir, I am extremely forry to
fay, that though our Revenue has, of late
Years, very confiderably increafed, yet our
Expences very confiderably exceed our Re-
venue: This Circumftance is the more a-
.larming, as no National Advantage is procur-
ed by this Increafe of Expence, and as it has
arifen at a Time, when our publick Affairs
- were in the fame Situation as they were, when
our Expences were greatly lefs than our In-
come, though our Income was greatly lefs
than it is. This, Sir, feems to indicate, at"
 leatt, an injudicious Management in the Dif-
. pofal of public Money, and lays the Founda-
.. tion afa public Debt, which, by a Continua-
-.tion of the fame Management, muft perpe-
tually encreafe. I may, perhaps, be told that
the
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. the Sum, annually added to this Debt, will be
but fmall, but, Ianfwer, that we could not
poffibly fupport it, if it were large, and that
as large and fmall are relative Terms, a
Debt that would be fmall to another Nation,
will be large to ours. The Country is of
confiderable Extent, and contains many more
People than we can properly employ; in
thefe Circumftances,” the Neceflaries of Lifk
will always be procured with difficulty ; for,
if there is not an extenfive Commerce, and
brifk Trade, or, in other Words, if thofe, that
want the Neceflaries of Life are not enabled
to procure them, by the Practice of thofe
Arts, that fupply the Superfluitics of it to
others, they will be rather a Burthen thana
‘Benefit to the Public. Now, it is unhappily,
but too true, that the Commerce of this
Country lies under very great Difadvantages,
and its home Trade, or Manufactories, are very
much reftrained by a miftaken Policy, that
is perpetually operating in Favour of a fifter*
Country. - Our People, in general, therefore,
muft neceflarily be poor, and unable, to fup-
port Taxes, like other Countries, to pay In-°
tereft for a public Debt; on the contrary, it
is neceflary, that we fhould be able to make
fome Savings froxn our public ‘Revenue, . in
order
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Perfons who have never contributed to the
Honour, or the Advantage, of this Country,to
the Value of a Mite, from whom it can-
not receive the leaft Degree of either, and from
whom it is not even pretended that it will; but
befides this, there is a much larger Sum than
formerly allowed for the Concordatum : The
Allowance, during the late Reign, was §,000/.
but inthe prefent it increafed to 10,000/ which
is one half, and to that there has fince been
an additional Increafe of no lefs than 16,000/
more ; fo that the whole Increafe, in this one
Atrticle, is no lefs than 26,000/, But there is
an Increafe, in another Article, that feemsmore
extraordinary ftill, and, I cannot mention it
without fome Degree both of Shame and In-
dignation—Secret Service—Of what Nature,
Sir, is this fecret Service? We have no Trea-
ties to carry on with other Nations, no fecret
Intelligence to procure from abroad ; nor do
I know of any Intelligence at Home, which it
is neceflary fecretly to procure, and fecretly to
communicate to Government. I thould, there~
" fore, think a very {mall Sum would fuffice for
this Article. 2,991/ was found fufficient
in the Height of the War, for two Years, the
Years 1759 and 1760, and yet, for the two
laft Years; when the Exigencies of State muft

: cer-
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certainly have required lefs, we are charged
2,209 /. more, the whole Charge for
thofe Years being 5,200l This, Sir, ap-
pears extremely myfterious to me, and, I dare .
fay, does fo to every Gentleman that hears me.
The Increafe in the Penfions is immenfe, for,
atprefent, theyamount to no lefsthan 42,627/,
19 5. 2d. more than the Civil Lift. I, there-
fore, humbly move, that this Fact may be re- -
cognized by this Committee, and that it be
the Refolution of this Committee, that the
Pcnﬁons do exceed the Civil Lift 4.2,6271
195 24.

Mr P— T—, the A— G—.

As the Computation, by which the Penfions
appear to exceed the Civil Lift, is cntxrely an
arithmetical Operation, I think it is proper
that every Gentleman thould have Time to
fatisfy himfelf of the Refult of it, before he
concurs in a Refolution by which that Refult
is declared : The honourable Gentleman, who
fpoke laft, fays, it has coft him fome Pains
and Trouble, to make this Computation, and,
therefore, it is reafonable to fuppofe, that o-
ther Gentlemen-cannot make it without ; fo
that if they are not to take it implicitly from

him
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bim, fome Time muft be allowed them, and,
I think, the Time of this Committee may be
better employed, as I do not fee what End the
Refolution propofed will anfwer, when it is

made,
‘Mr R Foe,

Though the Computation coft me fome
Time, and Trouble, as it was neceffary for me
to ftate the Articles, both of our Income and
our Expence, and then to compare the A-
mount, it may now be done with the great-
eft' Facility, becaufe the Accounts, ‘ready
drawn up, and ftated, lic upon the Table, fo
that nothing more is neceffary than to write
down two fhort Lines of Figures, and, by the

~ moft fimplg and eafy Operation in Arithme-
tic, to dedu& one from the other. I, there-
fore, defire that the Chairman may make it
on behalf of us all, and report-it, which, I
apprehend, will, at ence, put an End to
doubt, and carry univerfal Conviction with
it: The mere Convicion of the Truth of the
Fa&, is not, however, the Intent of my Mo-
tion, which I think it now the more necefla-
ry to explain, as the honourable Gentleman,

who fpoke laft feems wholly at a Lofs to
| guefs
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guefs what it may be. My View, Sir, in the
Refolution, for which I moved, is, with all
poffible Duty and Refpe&, to lay before his
Majefty the Senfe of this Houfe, with Refpect
to the great Increafe of the'public Expence,
in an Article from which we can derive no
Advantage, and to a Degree, which, by gra-
dually burthening us with a Debt, that we are
wholly unable to bear, will terminate in our

Ruin; this, I think; we owe, as an A of
Duty, to his Majefty ; and, as our Votes are
printed for the Information of the Public, I
think this Fa&, in which the Public is fo
nearly interefted, fhould appear in them. I
would not, however, have it fuppofed that I -
am an Enemy to all Penfions indifcriminately,
for I think that Gentlemen, who have diftin-
guithed themfelves in the Service of their
Country, have a Right ‘to a Gratification, and
I'think it is the Intereft of their Country that
they fhould have it; to reward Merit is to
produce it; the Public, therefore, will pur-
~chafe greater Advantage by thus ftimulating
Individuals to fignalize themfelves in its Ser-
‘ice, than by expending the fame Sum in any
other Manner : All that I mean, is, to thew

that this' Article is fwelled beyond its due

;Bounds, and that the Difadvantage of con-
tract-
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tracting. Debts, the Intereft of which can only
be paid by the Impofition of Taxes, which
cannot be born, is greater than even the Re-
ward of Merit itfelf can counter-ballance ; and,
I am confident, that if his Majefty was appri-
zed of the Weight of our Burthen, he would
not fuffer us to bear it.

R

Mt .M_" P'-"o

I thall not enquire whether what is pro-

~ pofed, would, or would not, take up more
Time than can now be allotted for it, but, as
the honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft,
faid, that the Refolution, for which he mov-
ed, was intended to be laid before his Ma-
jefty, as a folemn Ac of the Houfe, I am for
that Reafon, againft his Motion, for, making
iton a fudden; fuch a Refolution would
come with infinitely more Weight and Dig-
nity, after the Members have taken Time for
Confideration ; there are many Objecs of
Confideration that will offer ‘themfelves on
this Queftion, befides the mere Truth of the
Fa&: Deliberation always gives Weightand
" Force ; Precipitancy always has a contrary
Effe@; the advantage of Deliberation we
may fecure by adjourning the Queftion till
) to-
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to-morrow, and, as I do not fee thatthe

fmalleft Inconvenience ‘can refult from the
Delay I think this thould be done,

‘Mr P~ T—, the A, G, then made the
~ Motien for Adjournment. <

As there can be no previous Queftion
‘moved forin a Committee, the Motion, for
Adjournment, is always confidered as a pre-
vious Queftion, I muft, therefore, declare- I
am fo far from thinking the Refolution’ in
Queftion will gain Weight and Force, by de-
lay,-that I think it will greatly lofe, with Re-
fpec toboth ; as the Fa& itfelf is manifeft at
ggeht, we can deliberate only whether ws
will declare it, and furely this can thew no«
thing, butan Irrefolution, and Lukewarmnefs, -
which can neither do us Credit, nor our Coun~
try Service ; is not the Excefs of Expences,
above our Revenue, a Grievance that calls for
inftant Redrefs? Isnot the Confequence of
it equally manifeft and fatal? Ought we not
to feize the firft Opportunity of making: it
known to him, from whom alone Redrefs is
&O bc expecled ? And can delay havé gny

-0 . other
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other Tendency, than to convince him, ei.
ther that our Danger is problematical, or, that
we have not 3 proper Senfe of it; will it
not, therefore, tend direétly to counterad the
very Refolution wie are urged to delay, when
at laft it (hall be made ? Ifa Man was to fee
his Friend drowning, would he deliberate a-
bout throwing out a Rope to fave him?
Would this A&ion lofe any of its Weight, or
Force, or Ufe, by thathafte which the honeft
Impatience of AffeCtion would naturally give
it? And would not Deliberation, on the con-
trary, be a Proof, either that no Danger was
apprehended, or no Deliverance defigned ? I
confefs, Sir, that I cannot but fee Deliberation,
in this Cafe, and in ours, exa&tly in the fame
Light, and, therefore, I oppofe the Motion,
for Adjournment, on this Occafion,

Mr C— C—,
" Jam forry to fay, that the wery Reafon,

which has been moft plaufibly urged for our
coming to this Refalution, is with me a Rea-

fon againft it. It isfaid to be intended for

the Informatjon of his Majefty, but, in that
View, I muft declare, it appears to me, not
onl'y wnneceflary, but officious, I have the

. - greateft
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greateft Reafon to believe that his Majefty- is
already well acquainted with the State of the
Finances of this Country, and, with the Pur-
pofes to which its Revenue is appropriated ;
and, I have very good Authority to fay, that
our amiable and benevolent Prince will, from
his truly parental Tendernefs for us, his loyal
and affe@ionate People, take every Method
to redrefs whatever fhall appear to be really
a Grievance: I will venture to fay farther,
that the Lord Lieutenant, who has the good
of this Country equally at Heart, has already
‘received fuch Inftructions from his Majefty,
relative to the Penfions, as, if known, would
effeGually preclude the Motion, which the -
honourable Gentleman, at the lower End of

the Houfe, propofed. I thought it my Duty
on the prefent Occafion, to mention thls to

the Committee,
Mr E— §— P—.

As Yam fully perfuaded of the Veracity of
the honourable Member that fpoke laft, and
make no doubt of his having very good In-
telligence, I fhall readily admit what -he has
been pleafed to advance; but, as he has
not any Appomtment ‘under his Majefty,

Oz which
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which can give him Authority to communi-
cate this Intelligence, I think, it ought not, in
apy Degree, to influence our Determinations, "

M!' C"- C—" )

I do not prefume to fay, that I had any
_ Authority to communicate what I have juft
pow mentioped to the Committee, nor thould
I have taken the Liberty to have done it, had
it not been publicly faid this Day, by a Num-
ber of Gentlemen at the Caftle. The Grati-
tude that T owe to his Majefty, for the graci-
ous Declaration he has made, and the high
Senfe I have of the Obligations we are under
to his Excellency the Lord Licutenant, for
the kind Part he has been pleafed to take, in
this Affair, animated me fo far to trefpafs a-
gainft the ftri¢t Rules of Propriety, as to be
the firft to communicate what I thought
would be very acceptable to the Committee,
though there are many Perfons in it, whofe
Employment, Confequence, and Experience,
give them a better Right to have done it,

Mr P— T—, the A. G,

Though T did not intend to mention this
Affair

- -
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Affair, at this Time, yet, I now think, Iam
called tpon to declare what I know about it.
Iam informed, that his Excellcncy the Lord
Lieutenant, upon his firft coming to the Ad-
miniftration here, reprefented the State of this
Country, with Refpe¢t to Penfions, in fucha
Light, to his Majefty, as induced him to take
them into Confideration, and, I am informed,
that his Majefty’s Secretary of State has fince
written a Letter to the Lord Lieutenant,
which came to his Hand laft Night, impower-
ing him to communicate to this Houfe, his
Majefty’s Intention, not to grant Penfions
upon this Eftablithment hereafter, except,
~ upon very extraordinary Occaﬁons either for
foe, or Years. :

Mr ¥— Fitz G—,

I beg leave to obferve, that, in my Opinion, ~
the Intelligence communicated by the ho-
nourable Gentleman, who fpoke laft, is pre-
mature, and contrary to Order. It is pre-
mature, becaufe when it is known that a par-
liamentary Enquiry is immediately to. be
made, concerning the Legality of granting
away a very great Part of the Sum, annually
paid in Penfions, it is improper to anticipate,

03 in
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+ in this Committe, a Debate, which is to come
on at a Meeting of the Houfe; and, it is
contrary to Order, to mention any Intelligence
of this Kind in a Committee at all. Befides,
it is at all Times improper, as well in the
Houfe, as in-a Committee, to mention the
King, or his Minifters, in a manner that may,
in the leaft Degree, influence the Determina-
tion of this Part of the Legiflature, in 2 Quef-
tion, upon which the Public Intereft fo eflen-
tially depends. When his Majefty intends
us the Honour of a Meflage, and it is brought
to us by the proper Officers, at his command,
it is our Duty to receive and confider it; but,
when we are deliberating upon a Quettion,
that comes properly before us as Reprefenta-
tives of the People, we are not to be told. that
his Majefty has faid this, or his Minifter has
faid that, much lefs are we to regard the
Whifpers of a Levy, or any thing that a Mi-
nifter thinks fit to drop in a fele& Junto with
a View to have it reach this Houfe, in the
Courfe of its Circulation *. I exprefs myfelf

e

*'The Lord Lieutenant, upon the firft Intelligence
of his Majeﬁy‘s Intention, with Refpe& to Penfions,
4 thought
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with the greateft Zeal, on this Occafion, as it
certainly behoves us not only to avoid, with
the utmeoft Care, all Royal or Minifterial In-
flaence, but even the Appearances of it,

Mr P— T—, A.G.

Not to controvert what has been offered
to fhew that the Intelligence juft communi-
cated to the Committee, is premature, or con-
trary to Order, it is fufficient, for my own
Juftification, to repcat what 1 faid before,
that 1did not intend to communicate it, and
that I had not received any Authority fo to

do; but, as fome Hints had been thrown out,.

I thought it better to explain the whole Mat-
ter, than to let Gentlemen go away with un-
certain Surmifes, and conceive Prejudices,
which-it might afterwards be'difficult to re-
move. ‘

thought fit to communicateitto a few of the principal
Gentlemen ; but, not thinking he had fufficient Autho~

rity, to make it Publick, he wrote to his Majefy for

permiffion fo to do ; this Permiffion he received, in the
Letter mentioned in this Debate, to have tome to his
Hand the Night before ; and he then communicated it
te a Number of Gentlemen at the Cafile:

04 ~ Mr.

!
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Ml' R'* F—,

Admitting what that honourable Gentle-
man has faid, with Refpect to his Majefty’s
Intention, and that his Intelligence was pro-
perly conveyed, I think it fhould by no means
preclude the Refolution it is fuppofed to ren-
der unneteﬁ&ry ; for, 1 obfetve, that the Rogal
Intention, as it has been reported to us, re-
lates orily to Penflons for Lives, or Years ;
wheteas, the great Burthen upon this Efta- .
blithment is Penfions during Pleafure, which
we feldorii fee revoked, becaufe they are ge-
nerally effeGtual for the Purpofe intended. It

'i$ manifeft, from the uniform Condu& of
thofe to whom they are, granted, that their
Influence is more certain, and, therefore,
thoré dangerous, than that of others, and for
this Reafon, as to their immediate Tendency,

~more worthy to be the Subje& of an Ad-
drefs. o :

Mr j’-— D— rmade ufe of forhe Argu-
ments, in Favour of the Adjoutnment, upon
which, Mt B—— got up, and fpoke to the
following Effect:

Mr
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__ Ihould certainly oppofe the Adjournment,
if I hadno other Objection againtt it, than the
il Ufe which may poffibly be made of it ; I am

forry to fay, that, up‘on Jhefe Occafions, I’

have frequently known 'fix or feven Gentle-
men meet, who have an Influence in' this
Houfe, which is too often more prevalent
than Conviiop itfelf. In the prefent Cafe,
I thould be very forry to have fuch a Meeting,

and, therefore, I am againft the Adjournment.

The Queftion for the Adjournment was
then put, and carried in the Negative 80 a- -

gainft 71.

The Queftion was then put for the Mo-
tion, and pafied in the Affirmative Nem. Con,

It is remarkable, that the v?ry fame Quef-
tion, on the very fame Occafion, was determi-
ned by the firft Divifion laft Seffions, when it

'pafied againtt the Adjournment 82 againtt 80,

"The Speaker then refumed the Chair.

Mt E-— S— P— faid, that he fhould be
glad to know what Day it would be agreea-
able
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ble for him to bring into that Houfe a Com-
plaint of a Breach of Privilege, with Refpe@
to Letters coming free to Members-of that
Houfe; this. Privilege, he faid, he thought
fhould be fupportedy and, he alledged, that an
Englifk Letter, dire@ed to him at his Mother’s
Houfe in Limerick, was charged at the Poft-
Office there, becaufe, when it came thither,
He happened to be at Dublin ; this, he faid, he

thought a Breach of Prmlegc |

The Rt H.ble W H_. F_,
P.M. G. got up, and faid, that he was of a
different Opinion : The Poft-Office in Ireland,
he faid, was a Branch of the Poft-Office in
England, and he apprehended that the Privi-
lege of Members of Parliament here, with
Refpect to their Letters paffing free, was not
more extenfive than that of the Members in
England, where it was an eftablithed Rule,
that, if the Letter was not direced to the dwel-
ling Houfe of the Member, orto a Place where
he was aGtually refident at the Time, it thould
be charged He faid, that a Member of Par+
liament, in England, had made a Complaint of
cxa&ly the fame Kind as this of Mr P,
with Refpe@ to the charging two Letters,

which he could produce, and, that being in
the
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the Courfe of the Debate, convinced of the
Impropriety of Letters direed to Members
of Parliament going free to Places, where the
Member was not, and of the ill Purpofes to
which it might be abufed, he acquiefced in
the Charge, and dropped his Complaint: Mr
F—, however, added, that he would not an-
ticipate the Debate, which would arife on the
Day that fhould be fixed for Complaints of
Breach of Privilege being heard, and exami-
ned, and that he was willing it (hould be fixed
as foon as was thought proper.

Mr P— rcphed that he agreed, with the
Poﬁ-Maﬁer. in allowing that the Poft-Office
in Ireland was a Branch of the Poft-Office in
England, but infifted that the Privilege of the
Members in Ireland had no dependance up-
on that Country,

Mr F.. mterruptmg him, aofwed, he
did not fay that it had, :

Mr P— then proceeded, and faid, he was
fired at a Breach of Privilege of this Kind, as
many Arts had been pracifed to prevent thc‘
Members from enjoying the Advantages of it,
He added, that it once happened that the Re-
, folu-1

!

J
y
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folutions of the Houfe, relative to this Quefti-
on, and in Favour of the Privilege, had been
fecreted and not printed.

TUESDAY, Now. 8, 1763.
ELEVENTH DAY.

Mr J— Fitz-G—,

Mr §—,

HE Penfions that are now charged upont
T the civil Eftablithmentof thisKingdom,

amount to no lefs than feventy-two Thoufand
Pounds per Annum, befides the Fremch and
military Penfions, and befides the Sums paid
as Salaries for old, and new unneceflary Em-
ployme« :s, and, thofe paid in unneceffary Ad-
‘ditions to the Salaries of others ; the Penfi~
‘ons, therefore, on the Civil Eftablithment a-
lone, exceed the Civil Lift above Jorty-two
Thoufand Pounds. It .appears to have been
the unanimous Refolution of this Houfe, in
the Year 1757, that the Increafe of Penfions

was then very alarming, and, as the Increafe
) ) of
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of Penfions, fince that Time, has been very
confiderable, it muft be now alarming, in a
much gréater Degree. -Penfions have gradu-
ally increafed every Year, from the Time that
their Increafe was declared to be alarming,
by a folemn Refolution of this Houfe. I
fpeak it with equal Aftonifhment and Con-
cern, and, I think, it muft aftonith and con- -
cern all that hear me: There are many other
Circumftances that aggravate this Evil. Pen-
fions were not only increafed by the Minif-
ters, immediately after the folemn Declaration
" of this Houfe, that they were already fo great
as to be of the moft fatal Confequence, had
been communicated, in a moft fubmiffive
Manner, by an Addrefs, to the Crown ; but at
3 Time when an expenfive War increafed the
real Exigencies of the State, and when a large
Supply, large, with Refpeét to the pecuniary
Abilities of this poor Country, was required,
and granted, and a very confiderable national
Debt willingly, and chearfully, contragted :
At a Time, too, when many new Regiments
were raifed, which, as they would neceffarily -
increafe the Influence of a Minifter, by creat- -
ing new Appointments, might well have ex»
cufed us from paying penfionary Gratificati-
ens; It might, reafonably, have been hoped,
that
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that our general Inability, our neceﬂi:y In-
creafe of Expence, our contracting Debts, and
our Increafe of the Minifter's Power, by raif-
ing new Troops, the Command of which
would be in his Difpofal, would, without any
Remonftrance from the Commons, have been
fufficient to deter him from laying upon us
the additional and odious Burthen of new
Penfions ; yet, unhappily for us, Penfions
have been increafed, in Proportion to the very
Caufes why they fhould not encreafe ; and,
while our Ability has been growing lefs, and
the Influence of the Minifter more, we have
not only had our Money given away, in new
" Penfions, but in Augmentations of the
Salaries that we have too long paid for doing
nothing. It is always, with Regret, that I
difcover the Nakednefs of my Country, but,
upon this Occafion, I ought not to hide it :
Upon this Occafion, I muft remind you, that
Ireland is not more than one third peopled ;
that our T'rade lies under fuch Difadvantages,
that two-thirds of the People we have are
unemployed, and are, confequently, condem-
ned to the moft deplorable Indigence ; a State
which cannot fail to render them wretched,
“in Proportion as the Luxury of a few has
multiplied artificial Wants, to which they are
2o
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no Strangers, but of which they have no far~
ther Knowledge than juff ferves to excite
Envy and Difcontent., We have neither fo-
reign Trade, nor home Confumption, fuffici~
ent to diftribute the Conveniencies of Life a-
mong us, with a reafonable Equality ; or to
enable us to.pay any Tax, proportioned to
our Number, This Ifland is fuppofed ta
contain three Milljons ; and, of thefe, two Mil-
lions live like the Beafts of the Field, upon 2
Root picked out of the Earth almoft thhout
Hovels for Shelter, or Cloaths for covcrmg..
What muft become of a Natjon, in this Situ-
ation, which, at the fame Time, is contra@-
ing a Debt that muft every Year increafe, by
2 very confiderable Excefs of its Expences a~ .
bove its Income } What muft become of a
Nation whofe idle Hands, inftead of being
emplayed, by the Introduction of Trade, and
the Eftablithment of Manufa&ures, are form-

ed into Corps of mercenary Soldiers, whom

the unhappy Community to which they be-
long, and to the Profperity of which their
Labour ought to contribute, is taxed to pay ;"
with this Aggravation, that the Expence
they can fo ill bear, is unneceflarily increafed,
upon the Penfion Principles, by the Number .
of chlmcnts and Officers, being greatly more

than
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than in Proportion to the Number of Men ; by
the Money paid to thefe Officers being {pent
in another Country, almoft all the Staff,
.which is very weighty, being Abfentees, and
‘feveral of .the Regiments themfelves being
. ordered out: of the Kingdom? What Me-

thod can be found to prevent the Ruyin of a:

State, in which thefe, Evils not only continue,
but increafe,; What new Mode of Taxation
can be devifed ? Shall we tax Leather where
no Shoes are worn, or Tallow, where no Can-
dles are burnt? What Tax can be raifed
upon the Neceflaries of Life, where they con«
fift wholly of Roots and Water ? and, where
Convenienciescanbut juft be procured ? What
Tax can be laid upon them that will not ope-
rate as a Prohibition, and, confequently, can
never be raifed} If we cannot increafe our
Revenue, we have but one Alternative, we
muft either leflen our Expences, or be un-
done : Suyrely, it is not neceffary to confider
how Ruin may be aggravated, to determine
our Choice ; and yet there are many Circum-
ftances that will aggravate our Ruin, if we
fuffer it to take Place; thofe who have fuf-
fered in a good Caufe, who have facrificed a
private to a public Intereft, who have fuftain.
&d fuffering Virtue, or, afferted the Claim of

8o-
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neglected Merit, have derived Confolation
from a noble Source, and have not only tri-
umphed, but rejoiced in Misfortune. Wilt

this be our Cafe? If we ourfelves, our .- -

Wives, and Children; and all that are nearand .
dear to us, are-ftript of our whole Birthright ; -
if our Conftitation is fubverted, our Freedom.
deftroyed, and the wretched Inhabitants of
this loyal and magnanimous Country left to
* perifh, for Want; in the Streets, what Com-
- fort fhall we have in this dreadful Day of our
Vifitation ? . Can we then refle@®, with the
Patriot’s Elation of Mind, that we fuffer for
the general Good of Mankind? Can we footh
ourfelves with the confcious Generofity of
“having procured any important Benefit to our
Sifter. Country ? Can we flatter Ourfclves
with a Loyalty that has faerificed all to the
Gratification of our Prince? or with a roman-
tic, but noble Liberality, that has lavithed our
whele Poffeffions, in rewarding thofe who
have opened new Mines of Knowledge, or
unlocked new Springs of Felicity 7—No ;
mortifying Confideration! we are facrificing
Ourfelves to increafe the Folly and Extrava-
_gance of thofe, whom Opulence has already
made extravagant and foolith ; or to enrich
the Servile and the Corrupt, whom it'is the
o P In-
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Intereft of every State to keep poor. Some
private Service done to the King’s Advifers,
is the Claim, the only Claim, of both Claf~
fes, to the Vitals of our Céuntry ; and, what
is .our confenting to pay Penfions to fuch
Wretches as thefe, but leaving our Property
to thofe who have ftabbed us to the Heart !
" Itis written, That the Wages of Stn is Death ;
but whoever will look into our Lift of Penfi-
ons, will have Reafon to fay, ¢ That the
Wages of Sin is Ireland.” There are, indeed,
on that Lift, two Perfons who have an indu-
bitable Claim to our Gratitude ; one in this
Kingdom, and the other in England ; but ma-
ny of the reft, on the Lift, are Names that are
no where elfe to be found, that blot the Pa-
per, and dithonour the two worthy Perfons,
who are mentioned in the fame Margin : It
" is not, indeed, pretended that they have Me-
rit, even in the Preamble of the very Patent
that gives them our Wealth ; it is there con-
fefled that they are fele@ed to good Fortune
by fpecial Grace, and mere Motion : If we en-
" quire what'it was that qualified them for' this
Diftin&tion, we thall find, that the Qualifica-
tion of fome, was, their having had Penfions
before, that were too finall to gratify their Vi-
ces ; the Qualification of others, their contri-

' buting
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buting to the Vices of their Superiors, and
of fome, their Dexterity at procuring for a
Minifter, a parliamentary Influience : They
are 'of both Sexes, of all Countries, and of all
Claffes : The Foreigner, by having a Penfion
for Life, or Years; may employ our own Mo~
ney againft us 5 for, though the Grant, in that
Cafe, might be refumed, yet it might, before
that Time, be transferred for an equivalent

- Sum, which would be thus ot of our reach =

"The Native being worthlefs and corrupt, and

* his very Demerit being his Recommendation,

is already actually employed againft us; by fe-
cretly undermining our Indcpcndence, and

. Liberty, and both concur in draining us

of Money to an Amount that muft load us -
Wwith an unfupportable Debt, and terminatain
our inevitable Ruin. Our Cafe; however, is
hot defperate ; our Hope is in the Beft of
Princes, the Friend of Virtue, the Father of
his People : To redrefs this enormous Griev-

‘ance; nothing more can be neceflary than to

acquaint him with it : To expofe the delu-
five Arts of his Advifers, and convince him,.
by the Reprefentation I have how made, that
they are facrificing the Happinefs; almoft the
Exiftence, of three Million of his loyal and
dutiful Subjes, to a few Wretches, of whom

: P2 ke
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- he is totally ignorant, and whom, if he knew,

he would defpife and deteft. It can never be
fuppofed, that our moft gracious Sovereign

" would concur in fuch Meafures, if he might

do it without an exprefs Violation of the

Law, much lefs can it be fuppofed, that he

would fuffer the Law to be violated, which
he has publickly and folemnly engaged to de-
fend. That the Grant of the Penfions, in
Quettion, is contrary to Law, I fhall now
prove, by inconteftible Evidence, and, what-
ever 'Doubt fome Gentlemen may have, or

. pretend to have, about the fatal Confequences

of our Penfions, I prefume that there are none

-who doubt, or pretend to doubt, whether a

Practice thould be fuffered, by which Laws,
that immediately affe&, not Individuals only,
but the very Confhtutlon are trampled under
Foot.

. The Crown, Sir, has a public and a private
Revenue ; the public Revenue it receives as
a Truftee for the Public; and the private
Revenue it receives in its own Right. The

. public Revenue arifes from the hereditary

and temporary Dauties, and thefe are exprefly
appropnated to particular Purpofes ; fo that the

Crown is not a Truftee with a difcretionary
Power,
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Power, but 3 Truftee, limited and prefcribed ;
receiving the Money, merely to apply it for -
the Purpofes to which it is appropriated.
The private Revenue arifes from the ancient
Demefne Lands, from Forfeitures for Treafon,
and Felony, Prifage of Wines, Light-Houfe -
.Duties; and a fmall Part of the cafual Reve-
nue, not granted by Parliament, and, in' this,
the Crown has the fame unlimitted Property
.that a Subje@® has  in his own Freehold.
Now, Sir, the private Revenue of the Crown,
probably, does not amount to 7,000 /. a Year,
{o that the Penfions, amountmg to #32,000/.
a Year, include an illegal Appropriation of
65,000 /. a Year, of an unalienable Revenus, - -
limitted to public Ufes, -

That the public Revenue is thus limitted,
appears inconteftible, by the very Statutes on
which the feveral Duths that confhtute it are
raifed,

Thc Grant of the Excife is faid, in the Pre-
amble, to be for “ Pay of the Army, and
- $¢ defraying other public Charges, in Defence
# and Prefervation of this Kingdom ;' the
"Grant of Tonnage.and additional Poundage,
- % for proteQting the Trade of this ngdom
- Pi3. at
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¢ at Sea, and augmenting the public Reve-
““ nue;” and the Grant of Hearth-Money, as

¢ a public Revenye for pubhc Charges and
“ Expences. .

. "~ This Gran: of Hcarth—Money was made
in liew of the Trift: Court of Wards, in which
the Crown had . private Property ; ; and o
which Penfions had been charged ; and, there-
fore, the chlﬂature, apprehending that thofe
to whom thefc Penfions had been paid, might
endeavour to obtain them out of this new
Revenue, was nat content that they fhould
only be woidable by the general Appropriati=
on of thc Grant in the Preamble, but added a
Claufe, cxprcﬂy enaing, that all fuch Penfi-
ons thould be woid ; enabling the Court of Ex-
chequer, in a fummary Way, to compcll the
Grantee to re-pay all the Penfion that fhould
be received, on Pretence of fuch Grant, and
jnflicting“a Forfeiture of double the Value, on
every Perfon, who fhould accept of fuch Pen-
fion ; it muft alfo ‘be remarkea “that the
Claufe annullmg Penfions contains no, Exccp-
tion in Favour of Penfions granted 2s Re:
Wards for public Services ; it is, thcrefore,
mamfeﬁ that the Legiflature did not confider
‘fuch Penfions 3s Part of the publzc Charges ;
if -

t
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if they did, this A& would be mconﬁﬁent with
itfelf,

. The A& for granting the Revenue of Ale-

Licenés, not mentioning the ‘Ufes for which

jt was granted, in the Preamble; has reftrainéd

the Crown from charging it wxdx Penﬁons, by _.

an exprefs Claufe,

The A& granting the Rcvenuc of ﬁrong
Water, and Wine-Licences, was principally
intended to regulate the Retail of thofe Li-
quors, and not for the Incomie, which was
fappofed to be inconfiderable ; therefore no
Preamble was thought of, to dcclare the Ufes
of it, nor any exprefs Claufe to guard it a-
gainft Penfions ; yet, as there is nothing in it

that thews an Intention of private Property,

the Conftruction of this A& muft be govern-
ed by the ufual Intention of fuch Grants, for
this is the univerfal Pracice, with Refpe to
‘Conftructions in Law, as might be thewn
from a hundred Inftances,

The Grant of Poundage is manifeftly in--

tended for public Ufes: It was originally
granted in the 14th of Henry the IVth, to the
mlhtary Fra&ermty of St George, - for \main-

P4 o tain-

‘-..(~- .."..":1 '. ¢
A
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taining a military Force, in Defence of the
Englifb Pale againfft Rebels : An A& of the
10th of of Henry the VIIth, recites, that the
Tax had been converted by the Fraternity to
private Ufes, and, THEREFORE, grants it to
the Crown for five Years; at the Expiration
of this Term it was made pcrpetual by the
A& now in Force.

The Lrifb Quit-rents, and Crown-rents,
were referved on Grants of Lands, in which
the Crown had a private Property, and,
therefore, thefe Rents were originally the

_private Property of the Crawn, but, by the
Englifb A& of the 11th and 12th of King
William the I11d. it is enatted ¢ that thefe
¢* Rents fhall for ever be for the Maintainance
“ of the Government of Jreland, and that all
“ Penfions fince the 13th of February 1688,
#¢ charged or to be charged thereon, fhoild
“ be void.” Now, it cannot be argued, that
the exprefs Exclufion of Penfions proves them
not to be excluded by the general Appropria-
tion of the Duty ; becaufe, though the ex-
preﬁ Appropriation of the Duty, does ex-
clude them, an exprefs Claufe, was, notwith-

fanding, neceflary for two Purpofes; one
Was, that Penfions whxch would otherwife
haye
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_have been only woidable, might be wvoid; and
.the other, ‘that Penfions, granted between the
. 13th of February 1688, and the Time of mak-
ing the A&t might be: null, which might other-
.wife have been deemed valid. It muft alfo
be obferved here, that this Act, like that an-
nulling Penfions on the Hearth-money, makes
no Exception in favour of thofe fuppofed to
- be ‘granted for public Service ; fo that fuch
Penfions cannat be pretended to be for the
Maintenance of Government. It alfo appears
that the Legiflatures, both of England and
Ireland, wifely forefaw, thatan Exception, in
Favour of Penfions, grounded on public Me-
rit, would be abufed, by Servants of the
Crown, and Mifleadeys of the People ; and it
js manifeft, that charging the Revenue of Ire-
land with Penfions, is contrary to the Inten-
tion of both Legiflatures, in other Words s
contrary to Law, :

This Fa&, once eftablifhed, totally pre-
cludes all that might be offered on the other
Side, yet, I cannot help obferving, that one

© Argument, in particular, in- Favour of Pen-
fions is ﬁlo—de- %5 it is faid, that Penfions are
pfeful for maintaining the Dignity of the

Lrown ; if fo, no Penfion fhould be grant-
ed
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ed for Lives, or Years, either in Poffeffion,
or Reverfion, becaufe fuch Grant tends to
leflen the Dignity of -the Crown in fucceed-

ing Reigns; fome new Kind of Sophifiry,

mutft, therefore, be invented to frame a plau-
fible Apology for the Advifers of fuch Pen-
fions.

I think, Sir, it would now be unneceﬁiry
to take Notice of a Letter, faid to have been
written by one of the Secretaries of State,
concerning his Majefty’s Intention, with Re-
fpe& to Penfions, even if it had come legally
" beforeus ; I thall, therefore, only obferve, that
it promifes nothing ; it fays,-as we have been
informed, by thofe who affect to believe that it
ought to preclude our prefent Enquiry, that
Penfions for Lives or Years, thall not be grant-
ed for the future, except on extraordinary Oc.
cafions: Penfions, during Pleafure, therefore,
are out of the Queftion ; and who but the
Minifter is to judge of the Occafion, upon
which Penfions are to be granted for Lives, or

Years? If the Minifter, Sir, fhall think fit to .

advife the granting fuch Penfion, for the fu-
ture, he has nothing to do, but to pretend that
the Occafion is extraordinary, to evade the
Promxfe, in which we are now exhorted im-

ph—
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plicitly to truft. .Upon the whole, as the
prefent Load .of Penfions is ruinous in itfelf, as
it is laid on, in Violation of the conftitutional
Laws of the Kingdom, as the Acquiefcence,
in fuch Violation, is a Breach of the Truft re-
pofed in.us, and totally repugnant to our
higheft Intereft, and, as we have at prefent no
effeCtual Promife of Redrcfs, 1 humbly beg
leave to move

¢ 'That an humble Addrefs be prefented to
to his Miajefty, to reprefent, in the moft du- -
tiful Terms, that the Debt of this Kingdom
is become very great. That the Penfions,
now in being, that "have been placed on the
Eftablifhments of this Kingdom, are one of
the Caufes of the Increafe of the public Debt.
That thofe Penfions have been paid, and con-
tinue to be paid, out of all the Revenues of
this Kingdom without Diftin&tion. That it
appears to this Houfe to be worthy of his
Majefty’s Royal Confideration, whether the
* Grants that have been made of thofe Pen-
- fions, are agreeable to, -or warranted by the
Laws of Kingdom, and whether the Reve-
nues of the Crown that have been given
for public Ufes, ought, or can by Law, be
;thlx;d to Penfions: And, therefore, moft

' hum-
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humbly to befeech his Majefty, to order it to
be made known, as his Majefty’s Royal Will
and Command, to the Officers of the Trea-
fury of this Kingdom, that no Part of the
Revenues of Egxcife, Cuftoms, Poundage,
- Hearth-Money, Quit-Rents, Ale Licences,
Wine, or Strong Water Licences, or of the
additional Duties, granted or to be granted in
this Kingdom, for any limited Term, be paid
or applied to any Penfion, or Annuity, grant-
“ed, or to be granted, out of, or which may
‘any ways charge, or affe¢t the faid Revenues
of Excife, Cuftoms, Poundage, Hearth Money,
Quit-Rents, Ale Licences, Wine, and Strong
Water Liccnces, and additional Daties, or any
_of the faid Revenues, till it fhall firft be de-
' termined by a Court of Juftice, of compe-
tent Jurifdi¢tion, that the Crown may grant
Annuities, or Penfions, out of the faid Reve-
nues ; and that his Majefty may be graciouf~
ly pleafed to give his Royal Orders to the
Officers of the Treafury, that no Penfions be
paid out of the faid Revenues, in any other
Manner, than the Judgment, or Decree, of a
Court of competent Jurifdiction, fhall deter-
mine to be juft, and agreeable to the Laws
of this ngdom ; and that his Majefty may
be gracxouﬂy pleafed to order his Majefty's
Sers
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Servants of the Law in this- Kingdom, to
make that Defence, that the Laws of the
Kingdom fhall warrant, to every Suit that fhall
be commenced or carried on by any Pen- °
fioner -or Annuitant, claiming any Part of the
‘faid Revenues, till it fhall be judicioufly deter-
mined, in the moft folemn Manner, and by
the dernier refort, that the Crown may grant
‘Penfions, or Annuities, out of the faid Reve-
nues. That his Majefty’s faithful Commons,
"neverthelefs, do by no Means intend, that the
Crown.fhall be deprived of the Means of re-
warding Merit, or of conferring thofc Boun-
ties, on proper Occafions, that the Honour
and Dignity of the Crowvn may require: Bat
that his Majefty’s faithful Commons, on the
contrary, will be ready to provxde a Revenue,
fuch as the Condition and Circumftances of
this Kingdom fhall admit of, to enable the
Crown to reward Merit, and, on proper Oc-
cafions, to confer thofe Bounties that may be
fuitable to the Honour and Dignity of the’
Ctown, if it fhall be determined, that the pre-
fent Revenues of the Crown, that have been
given for Public Ufes, ought not to be applied
to Penfions. Provided thefe Revenues be
referved and applied to the Support of his

Ma_]eﬁy s Government inthis Kingdom only.”
Mr
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Mr f— M— faid, that he did not pretend
to go into the nice Difquifitions of the Law,
or enter the Lifts with the worthy Membcr;
tho fpoke laft, fo juftly pre-eminent in the
Profeffion ; but that he thought it his Duty,
when he intended to oppofe a Meafure of fo
great and upright a Man; to difclofe his own
Sentiments’ as the Motives of his Condu&;
however firmly he mlght be perfuaded they
would have but little Influence upon others."
Let us fuppofe, fays he, that the Houfe thould
come into the Motion; that the King, in
confequence of it, fhould give Orders to his
Servants, to fupport a Suit intended to inva-
lidate his own Grants, and diftrefs the de-
ferving, for fome fuch I think the honourable
Gentleman has allowed to be in the Pen-
fioners Lift ; let us fuppofe, that after long
litigation, at a vaft Expence to the Crown,
. and to the total Ruin of the Penfioners; the
Grant fhould be declared illegal, and invali-
dated accordingly ; T apprehend that the Evil,
refulting from fuch a Determination, would
be greater than the Good ; ; it would imymedi-
ately injure the Prerogative of the Crown,
and, confequently, would be hurtful to the

. Conﬂitutidn, of which the Crown'is an effen-
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tial and confiderable Part. It is neceflary,
in all Conftitutions, that the Regal Dignity
thould be fupported by a Power to reward
as wgll as to punith: It is furely, contrary
to gll Rules, as well asall Senfe of Right, and
Wrrong, that our amiable and beloved Sove-
rgign, who holds the Sword of Juftice in ofie
Hand, fhould hold a barren Sceptre in the

‘other. The two great Springs of all A&ion

are Hope and Fear, and, where Fear only o-

_perates, Love can have no place; a People

ftimulated only by Fear, however free, and,
whatever Advantages of Government they
may boaft, are in a worfe State than the Sub-
je&s of a Defpotic Prince ; Rewards and Pu- ‘
nithments are allowed to be properly in the

Hands of the Divine Being, whom Kings -
fhould be taught to imitate, and, in every
State, it is as neceflary to ftimulate to fuch
Ations as are beneficial to a State, as to de-
ter from thofe which are hurtful: If Per-
fons of great Merit become grey in the Ser-

“vice of their Country, muft they be difmiffed

to ftarve when they are capable of this Ser~
vice no longer? Or muft the Public fuffer by
having them continued in Places of which
they are upable to difcharge the Duty?
To continue them would be furely the moft

€X-
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expenfive Way of rewarding them g and to
difmifs them, untewarded, would be little
better than adopting the hortid Cuftom of
the Indian Savages; who deftroy their Parents
when they grow old ; upon the whole; con-
fidering the prefent, juft, and gracious Dif-
pofition of his Majefty, and the aniable Con-
du@ of the Lord Liecuténant;, with Refpe&
to the Penfions on this Eftablithment, I really
think ReftriGtions ate unneceffary ; and, as I
fhould be forry to render his Majefty’s divine
Chara&eriftic of delighting to do Good in-
effeGual, I muft declare myfelf againft the
Motion. :

Mr R— L—.
Mt S—.""’
I am' fo aftonithed, Sir, at what I have
heard from the honourable Gentleman, who
fpoke laft, that I know not where to begin
my Reply; becaufe it has been admitted,
that two Perfons, who receive Penfions from
this Eftablithment are worthy, he fets out
Gpon a Suppofition, that Penfions, in general;'
are the Reward of Merit, though they have

been exprefly faid to be ‘given for the Services
firft,
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of Vice, to Vice, to be a Superfluity added to
‘Wealth, ot, the Means of Luxury and Intem-
perance, to Ignorance and Sloth. If, upon the
Principle, that it is better for ten guilty to e- -
fcape, than for one innocent to fuffer, he
would infinuate, that all-the Penfions fhounld
be continued; for ‘the Sake of the few who
deferve them, he muft, firft, thew, that the
Fund propofed to be eftablithed for enabling
.the Crown to reward Merit, will be inade-~
-quate to the Deferts of thofe few ; for, other-
wife, there is no Neceflity for continuing Pen-
fions to the unworthy; upon pretence, that
they muft otherwifé be taken from the defer<
ving: Befides, Sir, if that was the Cafe, his
Prmcxple concludes dire&ly againft him ; for
- many more innocent Perfons will fuﬁ'er, by
the Continuation of Penfions, as they ftand at
prefent, than by the total Annihilation of
them all; by their Continuance, Sir, the
whole Nation muft fuffer, as the honourable
Gentleman, who made the Motion, has thewn
by his mafterly Addrefs, not to the Paffions
only, but the Underftanding. What then
can-the Gentleman mean, by fuppofing, that,
an Enquiry. into the Legality of thefe Grants,
- will reftrain the King’s Power of doing Good ?
‘Is the Gratifieation of a certain ' Number of

‘. QU  Afervile
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fervile, obfcure, vicious, idle, and voluptacus
Wretchees, at the Expence ‘of a Nation, doing
Good? Will riot his Majefty rejoice to be
undeceived, and to have his Benievolerice di-
re€ted to its proper Obje@t? Would he not
alfo be ‘glad to have his Bounty kept within
its proper Channel, rather than fuffered to
" overflow its Banks, and ruin the Country ?
This Country, Sir, might eafily be made a
. ‘bright Jewet in the Briti/b Crown, and, it is
now able to contribute fomething to the ge-
neral Stock ; it ‘may be fid, Sir, like the
.Bird in the Fable, to producc one golden Egg -
in a Day, but, if thofe who receive the gra-
dual Tribute are impatient to feize the whdle
Treafure at its Source,’ they will fare, as’ the
Peafant did, who ripped up his Bird, and fuf-
fer by the fame Folly and Rapacity that de-
firoyed their Benefattor. But, Iam réally,
Sir, almoft afraid to follow the hdnourable
Gentleman farther ; he has told s, Sir, that,
if the Grant of Penfions is illegal, it ought'to
be, notwithftanding, permitted, for féar of
hurting the Prerogative.—Ts it the Preroga-
tive of the Crown,. Sir, to a contrary to
‘Law! Andhave we lived to -hear this Prin-
ciple advanced in an Zrifb Houfe 6f Com-
mons ! Upon this Occaﬁon, -my Humanity
reftrains
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reftrains me from making any Remark; and;
X am fure, the Senfe of the Houfe muft ex- '
cufe me from a Reply. But, Sir, we have
alfo been told, by a moft extraordinary De-
duction of Argument, that if we do not fuffer
ourfelves to fink under the prefent exorbitant
L.oad of Penfions, we {hall be in a worfe State
than the Slavesof a Tyrant in Barbary ; dread-
ful Dilemma, and aftonithing Paradox ! bug
bhow is it made out? Why, if we limit the
Penfions, we fhall totally annihilate the King’s
Power to reward Merit; if we annihilate his
Power to reward Merit, he can never excite
Hope; if he excites no Hope, he can 2&
only upon our Fear, and thofe, that are fti-
mulated anly by Fear, are worfe off than
Slavesin Barbary, If itispoflible to recolle
myfelf, among all thefe Wonders, and fee my
Way through this Confufion, let me afk, has
the King bf Great Britain no Saurce for the
Reward of Merit, but Zri/b Penfions? Let us
look round, and take a View of the Servants
of the Crown, and their- $érvants, and the
Servants of their Servants, in every Depart-
ment ; and, let us count their Numbets, and
theValue of their Employments ; we fhall foon

be convinced, that the Service of the State is
moft sbundantly its own reward; of how

¢ v Q.g . many
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many does the firft  and principal Clafs con-
fift, who, in general, are paid for doing no-
thing? And how much more numerous
are the fubordinate Claffes that are paid for
'doing, what the others leave undone? While
all thefe lucrative Employments are in the
Gift of the Crown, is Merit to go wholly un-
rewarded, if we reduce our Penfions within
the Limits of our Ability? Is Merit to ‘be
wholly unrewarded, if our Vitals are *not
drained away for thofe who have no Merit
at all? Amazing Abfurdity! But if our
Penfions are reduced, and our Laws kept
facred, worfe Confequences ftill follow ; we
are then to a&t from no Motive but Fear, and,
if fo, we are in a worfe State than Slaves in
Barbary. It is fomewhat difficult to-con-
ceive, what makes the - State of the Suljeds
of Morocco deplorable, if it is-not a flavith
Subjection from a principal-of Fear’; and, if it
is, there cannot be lefs Difficulty in conceiving
how our State can become worfe, fuppofing
the fame Effet to'be produced among us, from
the fame Caufe ; but is that honourable Gen-
tleman now to learn, that, in Barbary, the
Innocent are not exempted from that Fear,
which in' Britain can only operate upon the
Quilgy? Will-any:Man in Britain fear. that
S . his
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his Property fhould be arbitrarily feized by a |
Creature of Power, that his Perfon fhould be
ill treated, or his Family turned into the
Street, by the brutal and capricious Difplea-
fure of fome Delegate of Defpotifm, of whom
he does not dare to complain ? Will honeft
Induftry be brought under the Fear . of thefe
Evils, by a Limitation of Iri/b Penfions, or a
Defence of our Conftitution, againft illegal
Demands? Of what, Sir, are we to live
in fear? In Britain we can fear nothing, but .
Punifhment for breaking the Law ; if we de
not fuffer that Law, which is equally the
Safeguard of the Innocent, and the Scourge of
the Guilty, to be rendered ipeffectual, and
broken with Impunity. While we a&t in a
fteady Conformity to our public and private
Duties, we may fet Power at defiance, and
live facred from the Fear that makes Slaves,
in Barbary, wretched, though not one Far-
thing thould be paid, in Penfions, from this
Time for ever. But this Gentleman has °
afked, whether thofe who have grown grey,
in the public Service, are to be left to ftarve,
when they can ferve the Public no longer ?
Let meafk, in my turn, has this Gentleman
never heard of Employments being executed
by Dcputlcs 3 if a Deputy is admitted when

Q3 the -
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the Incumbent is able, can he fuppofe 2 De-
puty will notbe permitted, when the Incum.
bent has furvived his Ability? He afks, muft
the Public be injured, by continuing Perfons
in Office, whom Age has rendered unable to
perform their Duty ? And, I atk, is the Pub~
lic injured by putting thofe into Office who
were never able to perform their Duty atall ;
when- the Service is conftantly exacted ftom
thofe' whom the Public pays for performing
it, and when none are appointed to reccive
this Pay of the Public, but thofe who are able
to perform the Service effeually, for which
itis allotted, it will then be time enough to.
confider of Expedients, for rewarding the
patt Services of thofe who are difabled from
future, I fhould be forry to impute the very
“extraordinary Things, 'which, that honour-
able Gentleman has thought fitto drop in this
Aflfembly, to the leat favourable Caufe ; but
I folemnly declare, they appeat to me to be
. of fuch a Nature, that I do not know whether
it is more to his Difadvantage, to fu
- that he does or does not believe what he has
advanced; however, as he has thought fit to
declare, that he would not oppefe the Motion,
without Reafon, I hope he will now fee no
Reafon to oppofe it, at lcaﬂ' no Reafon a-
gainft
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gaioft providing fome Remedy for. the Evil
which it was intended to remove. = -

- Mr Y~ D— fpoke next, againft the Mo-
tmn, but his Speech confifted chiefly of fome
pice DiftinGions between the Statute and
Cammon Law, which he ftated with great
Force and Pcrfplcmty

Mr —G—, the S. G.
Mr S,

However prejudicial I may think the en-
creafe of Penfions to this Kingdom, I muft
confefs, that the Method propofed by the
honourable and learned Gentleman, as a Re-
medy, is fuch as I thall oppofe, with as ftrong
3 Convi&tion of its Impropricty, as of amy
Megafure that has hitherto come to my Know-
ledge. In the firft Place, Sir, 1 thould be
very forry to admit, that the Conftitational
Power of this Houfe was fo inconfiderable, as

to require Affiftance from a Court of Law, to-

remedy a fuppofed Gricvance, with Refpeét
1o the Difpofal of public Moncy ; fuch Afiif-

tance is wholly unprecedented, and totally.

inconfiftent with an Opinion of great Im-
portance,  hitherto uncontroverted, that the
Q4 Houfe

—._ W ma
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Hoiife has a Power within itfelf, adequate tor
the Purpofe. .
.J miift alfo obferve, that, among the. many
Prerogauves with which the Crown is confti~
tutionally invefted, that of difpofing .of the
public Money, when' depofited as an aggre-
gate Fund, in' the Treafury, is one: The
Crown is reftrained, in the Difpofal of public
Money, only with Refpeét to fuch Daties as
are, by A& of Parliament, exprefly appropri~
ated to fome feparate and particular Ufe,
without Being brought to fuch aggregate Fund.
There muft be, in fome Part of the Legifla-
ture, an executive and direting Power, and,
in aur Conftitution, this Power is well known
to be lodged..in the King :  Itis alfo well
known, that, .to prevent the Abufe of this
Power, it is made liable to the immediate in-
- fpe@ion, and controul, of the other Parts of
the . Legiflature, particularly of this Houfe:
If the Crown is intrufted' with the Power of
~ making Peace and War, raifing and difband-
ing Armies, building Fortificatjons, and Ships,
for the Defence of the State, creating fach
new Employments as may be thought necefs
fary for its Service, and rewarding public Me-
rit, to ftimulate others to deferve Reward ;
furely
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furely the Power of doing .thefe "Things
would be nugatory, and mﬁgmﬁcant if the
Means of exerting it were not in the fame
Hands ; it would, indeed, be a2 mere nominal,
not an a&ual Power; in other Words, it
would be no Power at all ; for, in what Senfé
can the King be faid to-have a Power of raif=
ing an Army, or creating an Employment if
he has not the Power of appointing the Sums,
neceﬂéry for thofe Purpofes, to be paid out of
the Treafury? This Power is difcretionary,
but-it is under controul, as I have before ob-
ferved, fo that the Crown muft be confidered
as a Truftee for the Public, with Refpe& to
the public Money, and, though intrufted with
the Application, yet accountable for it: But,
I defire it may be underftood, that, when I
mention the Crown, I mean the Servants of
the Crown, for, it is an inviolable Maxim, that
the King can do-no Wrong. Now Penfions,
Sir, I think, muft be confidered as Expences
neceflary for carrying on’ Government, and
there are two Ways by which they may be if-
fued, one is by Patent, under the great Seal, -
for Lives, or Years; the other, by the
King’s Letters, under the Privy Seal : - Both
thefe A@s are carried into Execution by the -
ng s Servants, who are all accountable to
tlus
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this Houfe, whenever it (hall think proper to
make an Enquiry into their Condud, with
Refped to the Application of public Money 5
and, without the Forms, by which the Offi-
cers, who a& in fych Application, are afces-
tained, no Money ¢an be legally iffued : ¥,
bappened, in King #illjam’s Time, that there
was a fmall Overplus, in the Hands-of Lord
Falland, firft Lord of the Admiralty, and,
that the King wrote to him for it, upop which
it was fent. But the Parliament thought him
fo blameable for paying the Money, without
the Wagrant for its having gope thrqugh the
proper Qffices, that they were very near gx-
" pelling him. It appears, therefore, I think,
with the ftrongeft Evidence, that this Honfe
has, in itfe]f, a fufficient Power to prevent the
Mif-application of public Money, and to eall
the great Officers of the Crown tq account for
it, if it has been mif-applied. It can effe@u-
ally prevent the Mif-application of it, by fiop:
ping the Supplies ; and this was aGually dope
in.the Year 1703, for, though but few Penfi-
© ans were then granted, yet two of them were
~ fo improper, that the Houfe difcontinued
them. As this Houfe; therefore, is able to
prevent the Abufe of the Power of rewarding
paﬁ Serv;ces, and Sofferings, which the
Crown
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Crown bass ever claiimed, and exercifed, and
which appears to be eflentially neceffary to
Government, it feems to me wholly unac- |
countable, and unreafonable, to bring this
Power into Queftion, merely upon Pretence,
that it bas been abufed. If the King, Sir,
thould pardon every Felon, that is capitally
convi&ed, can it be concluded, that he has,
.therefore, no Power to pardon Felony? The
long Pra&ice of the Crown to grant Penfions,
is, alone, a firong Prefumption of its Legali-
ty :  Penfions were granted fo long ago as
the Reign of Henry the VIIIth, and, from
that Hour to this, the Power of granting them
has never been called in Queftion, though the
Abufe of it has been frequently the Subje& of
Complaint, and, at a Time, when there has
been the ﬁroagc{t Difpofition to catch at e-
very Thing that might reftrain the Preroga-
tive. But, Sir, the Condu@ of this Houle
furnifhes more than ncgativc Proof, that the
Grant of Penfions is legal. Penfions, Sir,
have been made fubjett to a Tax of Six-pence
in the Pound, but, if they were confidered by
this 'Honfe as illegal, they could not be legally
taxed. Befides, Sir, I do not fee by what
Rules of Conftriction, Penfions, in Reward
of paft Bervioes, can be fhewn not to be in~
: clud-
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cluded in the Words public Charges, or the
neceffary Support of Government ; if they can-
not, the granting them is authorized:by the
very A&s of Supply. . The Preamble of the
A@&s of Excife,; and the additional Tonnage,
~ and Poundage, exprefs that thofe Duties are
granted for certain Purpofes of pablic Utility,
and defraying other public Charges. In the
Preamble to the A&, by which Hearth-Mo-
ney was inftituted, on the abolithing of the Z-
rifb Court of Wards, and, in that, for Ale.Li-
cences, thofe Daties, being faid to be for pyb~
lic Charges and Expences, are fecured from be-
ing liable-to Penfions, by an exprefs Claufe =
Now, Sir, if the Wotds, which " fubmitted
them to public Charges, and Expences, did
not make them liable to Penfions, why were
Penfions exprefly excepted ?  Iknow we have
been told, that this Exception was made ex-
prefsly, becaufe it -was apprehended that
thofe who had Penfions, on the Court of
Wards, and loft them on its Abolition, would
. apply for Redrefs out of thefe new Duties ?
~ but, does the Application make any ‘Differ:
ence in the Thing applied for ? If the Ctown
had not a Power to grant- thefe Penfioriers
Redrefs by the A&, did their Defire to be re-
drcﬁ'cd make it neceflary to fortify . the A&
with
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with new Power againft them? The Crown
cither had,or had not, a legal Power, to grant
them Penfions out of thefe new Duties ; if it
had, the Words public Charges includes Pen-
fions ; if it had not, the Exception was re-
dundant and abfurd = It is faid, indeed, that
it was-added to tender fuch Penfions not only
woidable, but woid ; but who can imagine, Sir,
that the Legiflature was then fo thort fighted
as to fee only a fingle Spot of the Object be-
fore them? Who can imagine, that, for the
fake of rendering word, what was already
woidable, they would eftablifh the Conftru&ti~
on of all A@s-in which Penfions were not

exprefsly guarded againft, in fuch a *Senfe as
to include the Power of granting Penfigns ?
*'The Legiflature knew that all A&s had always
been fo conftrued, whether right or wrong,
and, if they had intended effeGtually to prevent
Penfions in general, they would not have ex-
cepted them, by a particular Claufe, in a parti-
cular A&, which would, by the ftrongeft Im-
- plication, render the Duties granted by all o-
ther AQs liable to them. 1.need not tell the
honourable Gentleman, who made the Mo-
tion, that the common Law confifts of Cuf~
toms and Ufages, of long Prefcription, and -
that. no Right, claimed by common Law,
.. can
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can ceafe, except it is exprefily taken away
by Statute, . Now, Sir, I have proved, that
the Crown has a Right, by common Law,
to grant Penfions out of the aggregate Sum,
paid, by Dauties, into the Treafury, becaufe the
Crown has done it prefcriptively for Time
immemorial ; and it is incambent, upon the
honourable Gentleman, to prowe, that this
Right is taken away exprefsly, except by the
particular Claufes of the particular AQts juft
mentioned ; there is no need to prove that
the Words for public Charges, give this Pow-
er, but only, that neither they, nor any other
‘Words in thofe A&s, where Penfions are not
excepted, take it away. Why Penfions were
exprefsly prohibited, in particular Statuses, it
is not my Bufinefs to enquire ; for the Duties,
_ granted by thofe Adls, are out of the Quefti-

on ; butit may reafonably be fuppofed, that
the Court of Wards was entirely given in Pen~
fions, and that the Money was paid away to’
the Claimants, before it came into the Exche-
quer, with other Particulars of Abufe, and
Mifthanagement, which made the Exception
more expedient in that Statute than in others,

But let us admit, that the Meafure, propo-
fed by the Motion, was .not incongruous, nor
im-
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“improper in itfelf, it is fill certain that the
Execution of it would be attended with in-
fuperable Difficulty, and produce the moft
aggravated Diftrefs, It has been admitted,
that theére are {ome Pécfons of Merit on the
Penfioner’s Lift 5 and, it cannot be denied,
that there are alfo fome Noblemen, who have
no other Support, and that, as the Peerage
conftitutes one .third of the Legiflatare, it
ought'to be fupported. Many Perfons, too,
who have 'obtained Penfions by their Merit, .
have, by the Neceffity of their Affairs, been
obliged to-fell thém, for a valuable Confidera-
tion, to others ; - the Poffeflors of Penfions
have all formed Hhabits of Life, proportioned
to their Incomes, which they had the greateft .
Reafon to think permmanentand fecure, for the
Life, or the Tertn, 6n'which they were grant-
ed. Now, Sir, if fuch-a Swit is comimenced
as'the Motion propofes, the irhmediate Con-
fequence will be, ‘that the Payment of all
thefe Penfions muft be ftopped, till its De-
termination, which, as the ‘Snit would be -of
a very nice and complicated Nature, would
probably be a great Number of Years, efpe-
gially, as the Crown will be under no diffi-
culty in carrying it on, ‘whatever may be the
Expence, and will certainlycasryit through all,

’
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the Courts by appeal; let us now confider,

a Moment, the Diftrefs that will inftantly and -

inevitably fellow our agreeing to this Motion ;
what Numbers will, at one fudden Stroke, be
reduced from a State of Comfort, and Conve~
nience, to a Want even of Bread. Perfons,
who have no Means of fupplying themfelves,
with the Neceflaries of Life, having been
taught no manual Art, and having neither
the Knowledge, nor the Money, neceflary to
Trade ; Perfons who have not been ufed ¢to
firuggle with Adverfity; Women that muft
perith with Penury and Anguith; Children
that muft be left to the Storms of Life, with«
out Shelter or Protetion. What muft be-
. come of the hoary Veteran, after a long Life
fpent in the public Service? What muft be«
come of the-honeftAflignee, who, perhaps,has
laid out the whole Produt of long Labour,
Diligence, and Induftry, in the Purchafe of a
Penfion? And what muft become of thofe to
whom thefe Perfons are indebted, whofe only
Security was the Penfion, and many of whofe
Subfiftence depends upon the Sum that they
are to receive at Quarter-Day? I expe@ an
‘Anfweg to thefe Queftions, not from the Un-
derftanding only, but the Humanity of thofe
that hear me, and, as I think, I have proved,
firlt,



Dav XL]  Afairs of IRELAND, 443
firft, that the Crown has a Right to gran§
Penfions out of the aggregate Fund, paid inta
the Treafury ; fecondly, that this Houfe has
a Right; and a Power, inherent in itfelf; to re~
ftrain them when exorbitant; and, thirdly,
that it would be cryel,and injurious, inftantly
to fufpend the Payment of thofe already
granted.” T hope no Gentleman prefent will
think it expedient to call this Power of the
" Crown into Queftion ; to have Recourfe to a
Court of Law for Redrefs, which is in their
own Power ; or to fufpend the Payment of alt
the Penfions, now granted, till fuch Suitisde-
termined ; and, if not, they muft give their
Voices, with me, againft the Motion, as a mof
extraordinary, unprecedented, and um;onfhtua- :
tional Meafure,

'Mr T— B— theni go(: up; and faxd that
he could not help adding one Obfervation to
the many that had been juft made; by the
learned Gentleman, agamﬁ the Maotion ;: He
faid, that the commencing a Suit; and obli-
ging the Crown to defend the Valndlty of its
own Krants, in a Court of Law; might raife
very dangerous Sufpxcxons and Doubts, in the
Minds of the lower Clafs of People, wheo
might; too probably, infer; that the Proceed+

R : ings
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ings of Government were unwarrantable and
unftable, at a Time when they feemed al-
moft univerfally difpofed to doubt the Vali-
dity of the Laws, and difpute their Executi-
on; he added, that he underftood that the
Suit, propofed by the Motion, would be of
Difadvantage, to every Clafs of Pcople, except
the Gentlemen of the Law.

Mr ¥— Fitz-G— replied, that no Ap-
prehenfion of any Irregularity, which might
be committed by an unthinking and mifguid-
ed Populace, ought to intimidate that Houfe
from doing its Duty, or prevent an Enquiry
into any Pracice, concerning the Legality of
which there was the leaft Doubt : He added,
alfo, that, in his Opinion, the moft effeGual
Way of preventing fuch Irregularities, and
quieting the Minds of the Pcoplc, was, to
thew a proper Zeal and Aétivity in redrefling
Grievances of every Kind. ~ That, as to the
Hint, with Refpc& to the Gentlemen of the
Law, it did not, in the leaft, touch him, for

" he declared, he thould never be Counfel for a
- Penfioner, and, he was very well perfuaded,

he fhould not be employed on the other Side
of the Que{hon

Mr
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Mr He F—,
Mr S§—,

I have attended very diligently, Sir, to the
Arguments of the learned and honourable
Gentleman, who firft fpoke againft the Moti-
on, and, I think, his Obje@ions may be redu-
ced to three Heads ; firft, that the King has
a Power over the public Money, paid as an
aggregate Sum into the Treafury, by com-
mon Law ; or; if he has not fuch Right, by
common Law, he derives it from general
Words, in the Preambles of the Statutes, for
laying certain Duties refpe@ively, except
where Penfions are exprefsly excluded : Se-
condly, that this Power is under the Controul
of Patliament, and, therefore, we have no
need .to have recourfe to a Court of Law 't
And, thirdly, that the Suit propofed will
greatly diftrefs many Individuals, fome of
whom have deferved their Emoluments.
Now, Sir, notwithftanding what that Gentle--
man has faid, the Right of the Crown to grant
Penfions indifcriminately, out of all Branches
of the Revenue, not exprefsly excepted, whe-
ther by common Law, or by general Terms,

R2  ~ in
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in the Preambles of the Statutes themfelves, is
a Queftion about which Gentlemen, of equal
Learning and Ability, have formed Judg-
ments diametrically oppoﬁtc to each other:
Same have decided in the Affirmative, fome
in the Negative ; It follows, therefore, that
whether thefe Grants.of the Crown are, or are
not legal, is uncertain ; and, I think, it is an
uncertainty under which we thould not fit
‘down, in a fupine Indifference, and negligent
Content. Does it become that Part of the
chiﬂaturc, which was conftituted as a Bar-
rier to the Liberties of the People, againft
Encroachments of the Prerogative, to fuffer
a Pracice, of fo much Moment to the Pub-
lic, to continue, while it remains doubtful,
whether, befides its. pernicious Confequences, |
it is not, radically, a Breach of our Conftituti-
on? Buthow, Sir, is this great %ﬁxon to
be authoritatively decided? - Surely in the
- Manner which the Conftitution has prefcrib-

- ed; and, what is this Manner, Sir, but a re-
. gular Procefs in our Courts of Law, where
all Queftions of Rignt, from the leaft to the
greateft, are, and can only, be decided : Itis
. true, Sir, that this Houfe can controul the
_Power in Queftion, fuppofing it to be legal,
" and we do not apply to a Court of Law to do
: this
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this for us, as has been.infinuated under the

fecond Head no, Sir, we apply to a Court

of Law, not to controul this Power, but con-
ftitutiopally, and finally, to determine whe-
ther it exifts; this Determination, Sir, we are
not qualified to .make, and, upon this, the
whole Matter fundamentally depends. Our
checking this Power, only when it produces

fecondary and collateral Evils, does not take

the Grievance at its Root. Are we, Sir, to
fuffer a Pradice, that is thought to infringe

our Conttitution, becaufe we have a Power of

preventing fuch Mifchiefs as it might do, fup-
pofing it to be Conftitutipnal ? Let the Law,
which alone can, determine whether the
Pradice in Quettion is legal ; if this Determi-
nation is in the Affirmative, let us exert the
Power, inherent in us, to regulate and reftrain
it: Far be it from me to think of applying
to a Court of Law for this ,Pljrpofe; but, if
the Determination is in the Negative, we thall
fall by our own Hand, with all the Guilt and
Fally of Suicide, by fuffering this Practice at
all.  Under the third Head, 8ir, the honour-
able Gentleman has expatiated, with great E-
loquence, on the Diftrefs, which will be
‘brought upon particular. Perfons, by the Suit
propofcd Asl [hould be very forry to reprefs

Rz Lhc

v3



248 Debates relative to the [Day XI

the Emotions of Pity in any Breaft; or be
, thought not to feel them in my own, I muft
declare, that I think, on this Occafion, they
ought to be indulged, and that we ought
to a& wholly in Conformity to them, but
then let our Pity be direted to its proper Ob-
ject : The Affairs of Mankind, in this imper-
fe@ and mixed State of Things, are fo cir-
cumftanced, that our beft Wifdom, and moft
extenfive Benevolence, can only chufe the leaft
of two Evils ; in the Cafe before us, we have
the Penfioners on one Side, and the Nation
on the other. Can it be ferioufly afked, |
which thould be preferred? Can it be pre-
tended that we ought to incur a public Debt
" that we can never pay? that the Faces of the
“Poor ought to be ground by new Taxes? that
our Conftitution is to be infringed, and the
Privileges, which our Fore-fatliers purchafed,
not only with their Treafure, but with their
Blood, are to be given away, rather than a
handfull of People fhall be deprived of Pen-
fions, to which the greateft Number of them
have no equitable Right, and which, there-
“fore, they ought never to have had? Our
Anceftors, Sir, voluntarily fuffered Diftrefles,
at leaft equal to what thefe Perfons will fuf-
. fer, to fecure to us what we now fecem fo
ready
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ready to give up with a Cruelty to the many, -

difguifed under the Mafk of Pity to a few,
merely to make our own Court, and pay a
Complement to minifterial Power, We have
been afked, what is to become of the heary
Veteran, of the penfioned Lord, and the ho-
neft Aflsgnec? I might reply, by another
Queftion, what is to become of the blamelefs,
but laborious Peafant, of the honeft induftri-
ous Trader, and the ingenious Artificer,
whofe Welfare is the Welfare of the State ?
But I am under no Necefity of reducing the
Debate to a Dilemma, for, though the Evils
of the Public, incurred in Favour of-the Pen-
fions, would be irremediable, yet the Evils
incurred by the Penfioners (I mean thofe
who ought to continue fo) in Favour of the
Public, are not without Remedy : Gentlemen
feem to forget, that the very Motion which
propofes the Suit that is complained of with
fuch Pathos of Compalffion, and oppofed with
fuch Ardour of Refentment, propofes alfo,
to eftablith a fufficient Fund upon contftituti-
onal Principles, for the Difplay of Royal
‘Bounty, and the Reward of indigent Merit.
" T would not reply, too minutely, to all that the
the worthy Member has thrown out, in the
Torrent of his Eloquence ; I fhall not, there-

R4 ~ fore,
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fore, obferve, that the Folly of thofe who lay
out all the Fruit of long and laborious Induf-
try; in the Purchafe of a Penfion, for the Life
of another, or fof a Term that they may pof-
fibly furvive, cannot but leflen our Pity for
their Diftrefs ; nor is this, fimply, Folly, if .
fuch Purchafers have a Family whiclrdepends
» upon what they have been able to lay up for
their future Support; it is then a criminal Inat«
tention to thofe who Have the ftrongeft and
genidereft Claim to their Regard; and he that
negle@s to provide for his own Houfe, by
ftaking hjs whole Subftance on the Life of a«
nother, or the Expiration of a “Term, is fures
ly, as the Scriptures have exprefled it, wor/t
than an Infidel. Upon the whole, Sir, T de=
clare myfelf a Friend both to juftice and to
Mercy, and, in both Characers; I thall glve
my Voice in Favour of the Motion,

Mr 8—,

1 fand dp, Sir, to declare myfelf of the
fame Opinion with the honourable Gentle-
man; who {poke laft againft the Motion,
tyith Refpeé't to the Power of the Crown, to

ghargc
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charge the Money brought into the Treafury

with Penfions arifing from the Words of the

Preambles of the Statutes, by Wwhich; the fe+

veral Duties weére laids but Iam farther of

Opinion, that the Crown has this Power,

with Refpe&t to Duties taifed by the
very Statutes, that declare them exprefsly
not chargeable with Penfions; for I am of
Opinion, that the barring Claufes, with Rex
{pect to the Hearth Money, and Ale Licences,
can affe@ them. only before they are brought
into the Treafury, and that the Moment they
become Part of the Aggregate Fund, they are,
indifcriminately, a Supply for the Exigencies
of Government, and its -fupport : I believe,
Sir, it was never known, that Orders were
iffued on one particular Duty, rather than as
nother ; or, that any Diftinétion between the
feveral Duties was ever kept up ; receiving
Morney by Exchequer Tallies in Tranfience,
asit is called, that is, before it comesinto the
Treafury, may, indeed, be of very bad Con-
fequence, by preventing the Affairs of the
"T'reafury from being properly conduéted, and
a Sum fufficient for an Emergency, from
being keptalways in it and for this Reafon,
and this alone, I apprehcnd the Claufe was
added, in fome pamcular Statates, to bar the
* Charge
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Charge of Penfios, for when once the Duties |
were paid i, they had relation to a particualar
. A& no longer. The exccutive Power muft |
be lodged fomewhere, and, if it is taken out
of the King’s Hand, I do not know with
what other Part of the Leglﬂature, confiftent
with Law, and the Conftitution, it can be
trufted, 'The Difficultics and Difadvantages,
attending the Scheme propofed, have been fo
juftly enumerated, and fo forcibly urged, by
the learned Gentleman, who fpoke laft, a-
gainft the Motion, that I thall fay nothing of
them ; but I cannot help taking fome Notice |
of what has been faid in Reply: Gentlemen
feem to think, that a very important Asticle,
in Favour of the Motion, has been unfairly
overlooked, and have infifted much on the
Contftitutional Fund, that has been offered
for the Payment of Penfions, in lieu of fuch
Revenues as are to be refcued from the har-
py Claws of minifterial Power: Now, Sir, 1
really think that the Appropriation of that

" very Fund, exclufively to fuch a Purpofe, is
one of the many Evils of which this Motion
would be producive. It has been juftly ob-
ferved, Sir, that as the Affair ftands at pre-
fent, this Houfe has a Power of reftraining
Penfions, not only, when they are exceflive,
but



Dav XL} Afairs of IRELAND. 253
but when they are improperly applied, and,an
Inftance has been given of the Exertion of
this Power, with Refpet to two Penfions in
the Year 1703. But if this. boafted Fund
is eftablithed, it muft be upon the Ruins of
this conftitutional and important Power ; this
Fund will be abfolutely a Privy Purfe, and
the Crown, or rather the Minifter, may dif-
pofe of it as fhall beft fuit with the moft cor-
rupt and pernicious Views, without being
liable to be called to an Account by this
Houfe, which will ro longer be a Check
npon this dangerous Part of his. Power. It
will be a total Diminution of the Public Stock,
and an irrecoverable Alienation of public Pro- -

perty. I muft alfo confirm what my ho-
nourable Friend has faid, about the Difficul-
ties and Delays of a Suit, carried on againft
the Crown; it might eafily be proved, by
many Faés ; but, I remember, one¢ in particu-
lar, which I fhall beg leave to relate. A
Perfon had a Demand upon the Government
for a very confiderable Sum of Money, which
it not Being convenient immediately to pay,
he gota Grant of five and twenty thoufand
Pounds a Year, till his“Debt fhould be dif-
" ¢harged ; but a Suit was commenced againft
‘ him
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him in Lord Chancellor Somers’s Time, to
prove that the Grant was invalid ; this Suit
was determined in his Favour, and the Grant
confirmed, but an Appéal being lodged to the
Exchequer Chamber, the Decree was reverfed,
and it never went further.

Here Mr Fitz-G— got up, and faid, that
he muft beg his Pardon for that, the firt
Decree was confirmed in the Houfe of Lords.

Mr P— T~ the A. G. replied;, he was
fure it muft be fo, if that learned Gentleman
affirmed it, but that he had never heard it
before, and he concluded his Speech by giv-
ing fome other Inftances of Expenceand Dex
Jay attending Suits againft the Crown,

Mr ¥— H— H—, the P.S,

Mr S—-.,\

It is always with the greateft ReluGance
that I differ from the honourable and very
learned Gentleman who made the Motion,
and whom' I have always confidered as a
thining Ornament of his Profeffion, and yet
I muft freely confefs, that the Motion is fo

extraordinary, that it furprizes me in the
greats

N
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greateft Degree. I confefs, that Iam notcon-
vinced by any Thing that has been faid by him,
or any other Gentleman on the fame’ Side of
thg Queftion, of the Expediency of our Miv-
ing recourfe to a Court, to determine whe-
ther the Sums that we have granted are legal-
ly applied ; I think, by this Meafure, we
thall be both injured and degraded ; we fhall
be degraded by fubmitting to an inferiour De-
cifion, and we fhall be injured, by lofing our
undoubted Right of determining - Queftions
of the fame Kind for Ourfelves. It has been
faid, Sir, that the Court of Law can only
determine, whether the Crown can legally
grant Penfions out of our Revenue, and that
we do not apply ta a Court of Law to know .
‘what Penfions the Crown fhall grant, if it
can legally grant them. Bat, Iam clearly of
Opinion, that this Houfe, whofe peculiar
Province it is to grant Supplies, and after-
wards to fee that they are properly laid out,
has a Right to determine what is and whatis
not lawfyl, with Refpect to thofe Supplies,

If we think the Crown acs illegally, in ap-
propriating the Supplies to the Payment of
‘Penfions, have we pot a Power of cutting
‘off thofe Supplies at the Root ? and can we
pot infift on ‘Reformation, with Refpe& ta
o : whag
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what has been done, as well as Conditions for
the future? are we ignorant that there arc
fuch Things as A&s of Refumption ? or that
fuch A&s were pafled, even in the Time of
our great Deliverer King William? We hve
been told of our Conftitutional Power, we
feem to know it, and we aré fhewing a Spi~
rit that ought to at by the Exestion of it,
and yet, by fome ftrange Infatuation, we are
driven to take a moft mnaccountable and
unprecedented Meafure, by which this Spi-
rit will be mifled, and this Power eventpally
denied and renounced. But if the Meafure
propofed was not pernicious in itfelf, furely
it is ill-timed ; the Attention, and good In-
clination of our amiable, humane, and noble-
minded Lord Lieutenant, have brought about
for this Country, what all our Refolutjons,
exprefled in the ftrongeft Terms, could not
do; I mean the Attention of his Majefty, to
this Grievance, as appears by his Letter ; and
have. we not the greateft Reafon to.expe&
fome Fruit from fo promifinga Bud? If bis
Excellency has been fo humane as to inform
his Mgjefty of our Complaint, while he is
‘yet among us, with fo happy a Dawn of Suc«
cefs, what may we not expe& from fo kind,
fo zealous, fo able an Advocate, when he re-
' S turns




-

Davy X1.]  Afairsef YreLanp. 257
turns into the Royal Prefence? And what
may we not expe& from fo amiable, fo gra-
cious, and fo illuftrious a Prince, whofe prin-
cipal Obje is the Happinefs of his People ?
At this Time, furely, we have fufficient Caufe
rather to Hope than to Fear ; rather to repofe
in the pleafing Profpe& .béfore us, than to
ftimulate cach other to a Meafure in the
higheft Degree rath, violent, and injurious;
every Thing, furely, is better than a Law-fuit,
the Inconvenience, Confufion, and Diftrefs of
which muft be great, in proportion to the
greatnefs of the Grievance complained of,
which we have Reafon to hope will be re-
‘dreffed in another Way. The greater the
Number of Penfioners, and the greater the
Sums they receive, the more extenfive the
Diftrefs, and the more complicated the Suit,
The Suit, indeed, will be a Jumble of all.
Interefts, Claflfes, and Characters; King,
Parliament, Penfioners, Judges, and Lawyers, .
will all be in conteft together; the Pen-
fioners alone will include all- Countries, and -
Claflfes ; and all their Families, Dependants,
and Creditors, with all the Families of fuch
Creditors, and Dcpcndants will be involved ;
and, at laﬁ what is all this Buftle, and Conﬁi.
ﬁon and Diftrefs to do? Why, itis to' wealain

the
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the Hands of the Crown, . at a Time, when
they moft need to be ftrengthened ; when the
Regal Authority, ahd all Commiffions under
it, are defpifed, and trampled upon ; when
the Law is fet at nonght, and a Spirit of Cop~
tumacy and Rebellion univerfally prevails;
when all Subordination and Reftraint is caft
off, even in our Capital; where the public
Peace is perpetually difturbed by Licenciouf:
nefs and Riot, and Murder is flaining the
Streets with Blood. At this Time; furely,
the Legiflative Powers fheuld anite againft
the common Enemy, whom our Difcontents
and Divifions muft encourage and counte-
nance, and for.all thefe Reafons, and many
others that have been urged, and fupported
by the honourable Gentlemen, who have
fpoken omr the fame Sidg, I declare myfelf
ftrongly againft the Motiop,

MI'E—FS"‘_P"“.

« MrS

Iam forry to fay, Bir; that I have bees
more mortified and aftonithed at what I have
.heard, during this Debate, than I ever was
n mx foc, partxcu]arly from the honourable
) Gens
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Gentleman who fpoke laft. We have, in the
fame Breath, been’ admonifhéd agginft rafhi .
and violent Meaftires; and urged to cut off
the whole Supply granted to the Crown; be-
caufe we think Part of it mifapplied; we
have heard a pompous Encomium on our
Digpnity, and, at the fame Time, have been re<
prefented; as.fecble and needy,. as relying on
the. Humanity. of a Lord Lieutenant, and
being under the greateft Obligations to his
Pity, for obtdining of his Majefty, by the
Power of his Interceffion, what we could not
by‘all our Efforts obtain for Ourfelves. Whe-
ther this would be proper Lahguage if “we
were foliciting a Favott may well be queftion-
ed, but it is fuch as'1 cannot hear without
Indignation, when we are pleading our Right.
"If we have not effeCted that for ourfelves,
which we are now tdld we are likely to ob-
tain by the Compaffion of an Interceflor; and
the Partiality of . our Sovereign, who has lift-
ened to him; though he difregarded us, to what
is it owing ? Surely, to that Condu&, which
we are now urged to continue ; to a tartie Ac-
guiefcence in minifterial Promifes, and an
implicit Concurrence with minifterial Mea«
fures ; we.have undoubtedly the Power of
doing ourfelves Right, and, our only, " juft
. ‘ S L fge
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reproach is, that we have not exerted it to
Effe@; ifwe have not, it is certainly Time we
fhould. Gentlemen who have recommend-
ed Gentlenefs, Patience, and Repufe in good
Profpe@s, a placid Expe@ationof Fruit from
Blofloms that have already appeared, have
been very lavith in their Encomiums on his
Majefty ; and, no Man, Sir, can think more
highly of his Majefty than I do, but, furely,
they might juftly be fufpected of concealing
~ the bittereft Satire, under the Appearance of
* Panegyric, when they tell us, that the Voice
of an injured People has been heard in vain ;
that all our Refolutions, as Reprefentatives of
the Commons of this Kingdom, made in the
moft folemn Manner, have not been able to
attra that Regard which has at once been

paid to an Inftrument of his own Power, in
~ the Perfon of our Lord Licutenant; far be it
from me, Sir, to think thus of his Majefty ;
if our Refolutions have not been effectual, it
is becaufe they have not come properly be-
fore him ; there is, therefore, greater Neceffity
for an Addrefs, and his Attention to the
Reprcfentatxons of our worthy Lord Licu-
tenant give us the moft reafonable Ground to
hope that it will fucceed ; what Reafon can
there be, Su‘, not to aét,m Perfon, on an Oca

- .- X : cafion
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tafion fo urgent and important, and what
- ground Is there to fear that the gracious Sove:
teign, who has heatd another on our behalf;
will not hear is for Ourfelves ¢ But the Ob-
je&tions that have been urged againft the Sub-
je& of our Addrefs are not more extraodi-
nary than thofe againft the Addrefs itfelf.
Is it not a moft extraordinary Maxim, Sir,
¢ that every thing is better than a Law-fuit
Could the greateft Enemy of our Country give -
it a worfe Chara&er; than that every Thing is
better than a regular Appcal for the Decifion
of her Laws? 'That it is better to fuffer
every Evil that can be fuffered, than feek re:
drefs from the Remedy that our Legiflators
have provided ? Where is the Difference, Sir,
of being totally without Law; and having
Laws to which we cannot appeal; without
incurring a greater Evil than we can fuffer
by the Bieach of them? It is, indeed, too
frue, that in Law-fuits; there is Chicanery,De-
lay, and Expence ; and; with thefe Evils, the
Gentleran muft neceflarily be well acquain-
ted ; but; God forbid, that thefe; of any other
vals arifing from the Abufe of the Law;
thould be fo enorimous as to render the -Law
of no Effe®. But Chicahe, and Delay, and
Expence, are not the only Mifthicfs, we are
$2 - alarmied
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_alarmed with ; we have been told, that a ju-
dicial Procefs is, not only fruitlefs, but cri-
minal; we have been told, Sir, thatitis a
rath and violent Meafure to determine a
doubtful Queftion by Law; nay, ftranger
ftill, we have been told, that it is rath and
violent, not to commence Judges in our own
Caufe ; that it is rath and violent, not to cut
off all Supplies, becaufe we believe fome to
‘have been mifapplied ! Surely, Sir, thefe
* Affertions and Infinuations are aftonithing in
the higheft Degree, efpecially if we confider
from whom they come. Thefe feem intend-
ed to fright us from our Duty, to fpread a
general Pannick, by difcovering a Glimpfe of
fome dreadful Evils, and then hiding them in
tremendous Obfcurity.  Chaos is reprefented
as coming again, and we are alarmed with a
Confufion not lefs than that among the Ele-
ments of Nature before Creation ; all Interefts, .
Claffes, and Characters, are-to be jumbled to-
gether ; King, Parliament, Penfioners, Judg-
_es, and Lawyers, with Families upon Families, -
_are to be involved in Doubt, Darknefs, and
Diftrefs ; this, indeed, is very dreadful ; . but
"let us fee if with a very little Light, anda
_very little Reafon, we cannot palliate the
. Diftres, and dxﬂipatc both the Darknefs and
' the

X .
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the Doubt. To drop all Metaphor, and Fi-.
gure, Sir, the Law-{uit propofed will not be -
complicated in Proportion to the Number of
Penfioners, or the Divérﬁty of their Circum-
ftanees, and Situation, as has been infinuated ;-
for the Queftion to be determined does not
" refpect the Claims of thefe Penfioners, but the
Right of the Crown to difpofe,in a particular
Manner, of public Money; the Suit, Sir,
would have a fingle Object, if the Penfioners .
were ever fomuch more numerous and diver-
fified than they are ; and may be commenced
by any Individual, with the fame Advantage
to the whole as if all were Parties. But ftill
other Bugbears have been held up before us;
we have been told of Faction, and Riot, of .
Contumacy, and. of Murder ; ‘and to be fure
fuch Monfters there are among us, but how.
are they to be deftroyed? The honourable -
Gentleman feems to fuppofe, that an .In-
~ fringement of the Law above, will contribute
to the keeping it facred below ; he fuppofcs,
that if thofe who are intrufted with the Rights
of the People fit quiet and filent, and fee
them taken away, that the People will be lefs
likely toattempt the righting of themfelves,
than if they faw the Struggle made in their
* behalf, by that Power which was moft likely -
S 3 - to
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to fucceed ; he fuppofecs, that the readieft Way
to quiet the Populace, is to ftrip and ftarve
them, for the fake of Pampering an idle and
voluptious Set of Mifcreants, on the other
Side of the Water, with French Cookzry,
and French Cloaths. The only way, Sir, to
quell the Spmt of Dafcontent, that is rifen a-
mong us, is to fee the Laws kept inviolate,
and to enforcc them upon thofe of the high-
et Rank, and the mott ample Power; to
thew to our Country, and to the World, that
the Money raifed for public Purpofes is ufed
for the public Benefit; and that every Penny
that. is paid in Taxes is laid out to procure
fuch Nationa) Advantages, of which all par~
ticipate, as are more than equivalent to any
Advantage that would accrue to the Indivi-
dual, by thholdmg his Contribption. Su-
bordination, Sir, is always bef} preferved by
the apparent Atteption of the Superior to the
Intereft of thofe below him; Contumacy and
rebelhons Oppofition to thofe in Power are
»produced only by Oppreffion, or the Appear-
*ance of it; and, when all real Oppreflion i
at an end, the Appearance will foon vanith
upon the whole, Sir, as the Penfions at pre-
fent are an Evil not lefs oppreflive than o-
, d;ous Tam an Advocate for the Motion, upon
the
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the very Principles on which that honour- ~

able Gentleman has oppofed it, at leaft, till
fome other Meafure is fuggefted, that appears
more likely to produce the fame Effe&, or
to produce it in a more elegible Way.

The Qgéf\libn was then put, that the
Houfe do agree in the faid moved Addrefs,

It paffed in the Negative by a {mall Ma-
jority, | |
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WEDNESDAY, Nov. g, 1763,

TWELFTH DAY.

R M— C— moved, in the Committee

of Accounts, that the proper Officer

might lay before the Houfe, the Papers re-

lative to the Military Contingencies, which,

he thought in many Particulars, a very éx-
traordinary Charge.

~ On the Speaker’s refuming the Chair :

Mr' E— S— P— faid, that it was allowed,
by every Perfon,-who fpoke in the Debatc of
Yefterday, that the extraordinary Encreafe
of Penfions, had laid 2 Burden upon the Na-
tion which it could not poffibly bear ; and, as
‘the Continuation of them muft, thereforc,
tend to fubvert the Conflitution, he thought
it his Dity to mention this to the Houfe, that
fome Method might be thought of to repre-
fent the Senfe of the Houfe, in the humbleft
Manner to his Majefty, in hopes of redrefs ;
and, though the Mode that was propofed
Yefterday for making that Reprefentation,

wa§g
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was. not generally approved, he made no
doubt but that another mjght be found that
would be fo; and was confident that every
Member would concur in the Attempt ; he,
therefore, propofed to move that a Commit-
tee might be appointed to enquire what Me-
thod of Reprefentation would be moft pro-
per, and to draw up fuch Reprefentation
accordingly.

Mr P— T—, the A. G. faid, that he
thought an Enquu'y into the Penfions very
proper, t but that he could not-agree with the
worthy Member who fpoke laft, with Ree
{pet to the Form of his Motion; becaufe he . °
was of Opinion, that a Committee thould not
be named to draw up a Reprefentation to his
Majefty for Relief from Penfions as a Griev-
ance, till the Senfe of the Committee. was re--
ported, ‘whether they were a' Grievarice or
not; he faid, when the Committee had en-
quired into the State of the Penfions, and .
how far the Eftablithment was able to bear
them, if they found that the Eftablithment
was not able’ fo bear them,  and reported ac-
cordingly, it would then, and then only be
propes to addrefs his Majefty againft encreaf=
mg them. He added, that for his Part he
. ' could -
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could not fec fo great a Difference between
the State of the Revenue, and the Penfions, 25
had been reprefented.

Mr P— replied, thathe believed that the
honourable Member, who fpoke laft, was the
only Gentleman in that Houfe, who had the
leaft Doubt, whether the exorbitant Encreafe
of Penfions wasa Grievance ; and, as it feem-
ed to be the unanimous Opinion, even of
thofe that fpoke, and divided againft the
Quettion Yefterday, that they were a Griev-
ance, he begged leave to have his Motion put,
as he firft propofed it, -

‘In this Mr T— acquiefced, and

Mr P— accordingly moved, That a Com-
mittec - of the whole Houfe might take
into Confideration, the State of the Penfions
upon the Civil Eftablithment of this King-
dom, and how the Increafe of them might
be prevented.

Refolved, Nes. Cos. Fhat this Houfe will,,
on Tuefday next, refolve itfelf into a Com-
mittce of the whole Houfe for that Pur,

pofe.
' Major
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Major #/— B-~ recommended an Encou,
ragement for the manufaGuring of Blubber
in the Barony of Inifboen, in the County of
Donneggl, where, he faid, feveral Whales had
been taken the laft Year, as the Nation had
fuffered great Lofs for want of knowing how
to extra& what is called Train-Qil from the

_Plubber, being abliged to fend the Blubber,
unmapufa@ured, to England.

He alfo prefented a Petition of Mefl. Tho-
mas and Andrew- Nqﬂzt Payl and Fames
Bmfon, Merchants, and Achefon Frwine, Efq,
praying Aid to enable them to carry on a
Whale Fithery, on the North-Weft Coaft of
the ngdom

Upon Mr _“f— J_ jun. prefenting a Pe-
tition in favour of a'Bounty for ere¢ting Corn~
Mills, it was propofed, that that Petition
thoyld be referred to the fame Committee to
which the Petition of Mary Afbworth was
referred ; but Mr M—, who was Chairman
of that Committee, pppofed it, and faid, it
would be very hard upon him, if he (hould be
pbliged to fit as Chairman apon all the Petiv

‘ txons that fhoyld be brought into the Houfe,

not-
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notwithftanding that they would lead to En-
quiries wholly different from each other. He
added, that, having made up his’ Report, as
Chairman of Afhworth’s Committee, he. ap-
prehended he was difcharged from any other
Duty, with Refpe to that Committee.

Sir R— C— got up, and faid, that, in his
Opinion, that Committees, to which Petiti-,
ons of this Kind were referred, ought'to con-
fift of Gentlemen, properly felected, who had
made the Manufaure, to which the Petition
related, the particular Object of their Attenti-
tion : He faid, that the honourable Gentle-
man, who fpoke laft, might, perhaps, have
turned his Mind tothe Operation of ftamping
Linnen, of which he might, therefore, be a
very able Judge ; but that he could fee no A-
nalogy between ftamping of Linnen, and Mills -
and Mill-Stones, though others might, and,
therefore, becaufe a Gentleman’s- Study, or
Inclination, inclined him to confider the Im-
plements ufed ina particular Manufacure of
Cloth, he could fee no Reafon why he thould
be obliged to fit, as Chairman, in a2 Commit-
tee, for the Examination of Mills and Mill-
Stones. Sir R— alfo propofed, that a
ftanding. Committee might- be fixed for

R ' Stamp-
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Stampers of Linnen, and all under that Clafs ;
and another for Mills, and all under that Clafs;
‘and fo of other Artxcles of Trade and Manu-
facture.

Dr C— L— then faid, that he much ap-
proved of public.and large Committees to fit
in the Houfe, becaufe when Commxttees were
held in the Speaker’s Chamber, he could not
help thinking that Jobbs were. fometimes
carried on, and Premiums given, in a Way
that made them little better than occaﬁonal
Penfions.

The H—ble Mr B— M alfo {poke
much in Favour of public Committees, to fit
always in the Houfe, each of which fhould
take under Confideration all the Petitions that
came under one Clafs ; for, as to the Commit-
tees that fat in the Speaker’s Chamber, he faid
he fcarce ever knew an Inftance in which

_ they did not report the Allegations of the Pe-
tition to be true, and the Petxtloner ‘worthy of
Encouragement. :

Mr /— G—, the R— .of D—; objected to
thefe ftanding Committees, becaufe, he faid,
- they would greatly retard the Bufinefs of the
Houfe, and could not, at laft, glV(; Time and

At-
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Attention enough to the Variety of Petitions
that muft neceflarily come beforé thein, to
eonfider the Meftits, with a Precifion and mi-
. nutenefs fufficient to determine how far they
would, or would not; be of Utility to the
Public : He added; that, though he was far
from thinking that Mode of encouraging ufe-
ful Undertakings, a good one; yet, till a better

was found, and eftablithed; he thought if

thould be followed.

The R—t H—ble H— - R—,; faid; tha¢
he was equally furprized, and forry, to find
that any Refle@ions were caft on Committees
of Gentlemen of that Houfe, intrufted fo en<
quire into any Matter that came befote them ;
that they were all Perfons of Honour and
Worth, and, he was perfuaded, would not;
for any private Gratification, lavith away the
public Money: That, in a feparate €ommit-
tee, appointed for each Petition that fhould
be received, the Subjet of it would be éxa-
mined and difcufled by Gentlemer interefted
in the Encouragement, in a more mimrte and
particular Manner than could be done in fuch
general Committees as were propofed, and
that, upon their Report, the Houfe was the
ultimate Judge, whether fuch an Encourage-
ment was proper of not.




Davy XIIL]  Afairs of IRELAND. 273»

THURSDAY, Now. 10, 1763.
THIRTEENTH DAY

R R— L— made the followmg Mo-
tion : That an humble Addrefs be

refented to his Excellency, the Lord Licute«
&ut, that he will be pleafed to reprefent to
his Majefty the Prayer of his moft faithful
‘Commons, in Parliament affembled, that he
will be gracioufly pleafed to give Orders to
his Attorney-General of this Kingdom, to
bring a Wiit of Scire facias, to enquire into .
the Legality of the Patent, by which the Of-

fice of Chancellor of the Exchequer is now
held.

Mr R— Fitz-G—.
Mr S—,

I do. not think it neceflary, Sir, to enter
ito the Arguments that might be deduced
from the A& of the 1oth of Henry the
VIIth, to prove, that the Grant of the Office
of Chancellor of the Exchequer, for Life, by
Patent, is illegal ; not only becaufe I take for

grant-
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granted, that a very nice Difquifition into the
Meaning of that- A& will be made by others,

but beeaufe, fuppofing “this Employtment to

be judicial, and, as fuch, prohibited from be-
ing granted for Life,- by that A&, I thall,

neverthelefs, be forry to difpute the Grant, be- |

caufe I have always underftood, that granting
judicial Employments far Life, ef during
good Behaviour, is, in every Contftitution, 2
moft defirable Thing. ‘An - Independance df§
the Judges upon the Crown, is certainly the
moft likely to fecure an unbiafled and
unreftrained Determination, according to the
Laws of the Country ; and, if we look into
" Hiftory, we fhall find, that this Principle is
not only fpecious in- Theory, . but eftablithed
by Fat : The Opinioris of Judges who held
their Employments during the King’s Plea-
fure, have, in Cafes where the King has had
an Intereft,-been given in Favour of that In-
tareft to fecure their own; but where they
have been independant, theif Deterhinations
have been in Favour of Right; without Re-

- gard to the Views or Withes of regal, or ra-

ther of minifterial Power ; befides, if thefe
Employments are held- during Pleafure, and a
‘Miniftet has any Point to carry, in which he
only doubts of Succefs, he. has nothing to do

: but
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but to remove the Judge, and put a Creature
of his own in his Place, and the Bufinefs is
done. The Employments of Chancellor of
- the Exchequer, and Mafter of the Rolls, are,
at prefent; conferred upon Gentlemen of the
greateft  Ability, and fuch as have deferved
well of their Country. As to the Right Ho-
nourable Gentleman, who is Chancellor of the
Exchequer, I muft be excufed from mention-
ing, particularly, his many amiable Qualitics,
and great Endowments, becaufe he is prefent j
but, as to the other Gentleman, the Mafter of
the Rolls, I cannot fay too much in his Fa-
vour. As a Statéfinan, his Abilities, Pe=
netration, and Steadinefs of Condu&®, deferve’
the higheft. Recompence; and, in private
Life, the warm, fincere, ahd perfevering
Friend, the free, open-hearted, and, I may
eveti fay, the jolly Companion; are univerfally
efteemed and beloved. Upon his late Arrival
here, every Body ftrove who fhould fhew
him the greateft Regard and AffeGion ; and
2 Gentleman, of the firft Confequence, not
~ being prefent to receive him in Perfon,” ex-
prefled his Efteem and Kindnefs for him, in
the ftrongeft Terms, by Letter. Upon the
“whole, I muft declare, freely, that, for my
pwWn Part I caninot fee any one good Purpofe
T _ thag
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that an Enquiry into the Legality of thefe
Patents can anf{wer, and, therefore, I declare
myfelf ftrongly againft the Motion.

Mr ¥— M— faid, that the Motion was
the moft extraordinary Meafure he had ever
known in his Life, and wholly new and un-
precedented. It was very ftrange, he faid,
‘to addre(s the King to order his Servants to
fupport the Extenfion of his own Prerogative,
by invalidating his own A& ; and ftill ftranger,
that it fthould be propofed by Gentlemen of
that Houfe, in dire& Oppofition to their own
Intereft : He added, that it was very indiffer-
ent to him how the A& of the roth of Henry
VII. fhould be conftrued, becaufe he never
could approve of the Ads procured to be
pafled by that Prince, or of his Minifter
Poining’s Law, which he confidered, in every
Circumftance, asa Defe@ in the Conftitution, -
He therefore moved, that the Motion thould

be put off till the firft of next Auguft.

Mr L— O—.

Mr S-—,

I fhall always be well pleafed to have an
Enquiry made into any A& of the Crown,
' which

BN
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which appears to be contrary to Law ; but, -
as the Jllegality of the A& in Queftion is
doubtful, and as the Statate has been conftrus
ed in the Senfe in which his Majefty has ta-
ken it, I think there is no Occafion for fet-
ting on Foot an Enquiry, which, if carried
againft the Grant, will defeat his Majefty’s
Intention, not to avafl himfelf of his Prer

tive, in Cafes in which it is doubtful. I fhal}
very readily allow, that Violations of Law,
like Violations of Truth, may have the worft
Effe@ts, in a general and extenfive View,
though upon particular Occafions they may bs
attended with Advantage ; but, in the prefent
Cafe, I think it is better to fuppofe that the
A& in Queftion, is lawful, and, upon that
Suppofition, to eftablith it, than to commence
an Enquiry, which may terminate in its heing
declared unlawful ;- becaufe, if that thould be
the Cafe, it muft be fet afide, which would
certainly be a Difadvantage to the Conftituti-
on, for, though we are not to fuppofe that
any bad Ufe will be made, during his Maje{-
ty’s Reign, of a Power to difmifs Judicial Of
ficers, in Confequence of their being appoint-
ed only during Pleafure, yet the Appointment
of a Chancellor of the Exchequer, for Life,

will, as a Precedent, have a very good Effeét.
T2 As
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As to the AQ of the 1oth of Henry VII. 1
have always confidered it, as well as every o-
ther Tranfation of that Reign, to be extreme-
ly detrimental to the conftitutional Intereft of
this Kingdom, even in thofe Particulars in
which its Conftru&ion can admit of no Doubt,
and, therefore, we are, I think; felo-de-fe, by
every Attempt to extend it, where its Con-
ftruction is uncertain. Before the Reign of
Henry the VIIth, the Engliy/b Statutes were
accepted and executed in Ireland, by the Con-
fent of its Parliaments, and Government was
condued in a proper and cooftitutional
Manner ; but, upon” certain Difturbances
which rofe in this Country, Henry fent over
Sir Jobn Poinings, who was much more the
turbulent and violent Soldier, than the judici-
ous and fteady Politician, and he found Af-
fairs in fuch a Situation as induced him to
make Ufe of every Artifice, and exert every
Effort, to extend the Prerogative of the King,
at the Expence of the Rights of the People:
He convened Parliamentsawherever hethought
proper, fometimes in the moft obfcure Part
of the Kingdonr; and thefe Parliaments con-
fifted of Perfons chofen entirely by himfelf;
what Wonder, then is it that they enacted
. whatever he dire@ed, and, in a great Degree,

‘ de-
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deftroyed their own conftitutional Power.
We had a recent Inftance of the bad Effeéts
of Poining’s Adminiftration, in the anputc
between the Privy Council here, and the Mi-
niftry on the other Side of the Water, laft
Year. It has, indeed, been faid, in this
Houfe, that Poining’sLaw is the Palladium of
~ the Contftitution, but, I with to God, that an
Ulyffes could be found to fteal it away ; and,
whenever the Crown fhall think fit to abridge
its own Prerogative, by adopting a Conitru&i-
on of that Law, favourable to the Rights of
the People, I thall moft joyfully acquiefcé in
it, as I am ﬁJlly perfuaded the Conftitution is
much more likely to fuffer, by extending the
Prerogative, than by contraling it, and that
much worfe Confequences may attend the
Grant of judicial Employments, during Plea-
fure, than for Life; I fhall, therefore, give
my Voice for poftponing the Queftion till
the firft of next Auguft. o

Mr E— M- went into the Engquiry,
whether the Grant of thé Chancellorfhip of
the Exchequer for Life, was, or was not, ille-
gal, by the Statute of the 10th of Henry the
VIlth, Ch. II The Claufe of the Statute is
this ; .

T 3 £ N. .
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“ No Perfon that fhall have Minifiration
“ of Fuftice ; that is for to fay, the Chancel~
¢ lor, the Treafuter, Judges of the King’s-
¢ Bench, and Common-Pleas ; the chief and
¢ fecondary Baron of the Exchequer, the
 Clerk, or Mafter of the Rolls, nor any
‘¢ Ofhicer Accomptauts, thell have any Au-
¢ thority by Patent in their fuch Offices, but
“only at the King’s Pleafure ; and if any
‘¢ Grant be made of any of the faid Offices,
‘* unto any Perfons, contrary to the Premifes,
f¢ they fhall be deemed void; and all A@s
£ before made to the contrary hereof, to be
“ revoked and void.”

Mr E— M—,

Mr Se—,

I-think it manifeft, from all the Circum-
ftances of this Statute, that the Chancellor of
the Exchequer is precluded, according to the
Spirit of it, from holding his Employment
by Patent, for Life,, It is known to have
been a judicial Employment, of great Impor-
tance, from. the Time of King obn, down to

" that of Henry the VIIth, and the Situation of

) ;hat Prince was fuch, when he fent Poinings
aver,
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over, as made it neceffary for him to have the
Judges of all the Courts in his Power; and,
indeed, the chief Officers of State ; it is, there-
fore, impoffible to fuppofe, that an Officer, fo
confiderable as the Chancellor of the Exche-
quer, thould not be intentionally included in
the Law in Queftion, though not exprefsly
named. Suppofe the Chancellor mentioned
in the Statute, to mean the Lord Chancellor,
yet the Chancellor of the Exchequer muft cer-
tainly be included in the Words ¢ No Perfon
%¢ that thall have the Miniftration of Juftice,”
for, that he has the Miniftration of Juftice,
cannot be doubted : There are but two of the
Barons of the Exchequer mentioned, * the
#¢ chief and fecondary Baron,” yet it has ne-
ver been pretended that the third Baron is not
included. It appears, indeed, by the com-
mon Ufage of the Crown, that this Officer
has been fuppofed to be included, for there is
not one Inftance of this Employment’s having
been granted for Life, fince Porming’s Law,
except by Harry the VIIIth, and Charles the
Ift. whofe Condu@, in this Refpe&, will, by
no Means, furnith a prefumptive Proof that -
they thought the Grant lawful, for they were
" known not to make the Law the Rule of
their Condud, when it oppofed their Inclina--
, T 4 tions,



282  Debates relative to the  [Day XIIL

tions, or clathed with their Notions of Prero-
gative : Befides, Sir, in my Opinion, the Law
itfelf is a good one, and, therefore, no Occafi-
on fhould be fought of eluding it ; becaufe,
if ‘judicial Employments are granted for Life,
they muft frequently be held by Perfons
whom Age and Infirmities have rendered in-
‘capable of the Duty; in which Cafe, the Pro-
ceedings in the Court may be totally ftopped, .
and the Rights of the Subject precluded; I
admit, however, that the Grant of fuch Em-
ployments, during good Behaviour, isa good
Medium between during ‘Life, and during
Pleafure, and more eligible than either. Up-
‘on the whole, I conclude, that the Grant, as
it now ftands, is illegal, but I defire that I
may not be mifynderftood to have been in-
duced, in any Degree, to form this Opmnion,
by a Difapprobation of the Gentleman who
fills the Office, whofe great Abilities I am e-
ver ready to acknowledge, of which the Place
and Affembly where I ftand, has been often
Witneffes ; I am only forry that this Gentle-
man isnot to continue among us, and fhould
beartily rejoice to fee the Truft properly at-
tended to and executed by fo able an Officer.
I declare, alfo, that I have no Objection to the
Adjournment of the Queftion till the firft of
| Augufl
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Auguft ; and, I think, the Commencement of
fuch a Suit as is propofed by the Motion to
be unneceflary, becaufe, if the Grant is con-
fidered as a Grievance, there is an eafier Way
of redrefling it. Every Suitor that comes to
the Exchequer is obliged to pay Fees to the
Chancellor, from which Fees his Revenue ri-
fes, and every Suitor, therefore, has a Right
to commence a Suit againft him for thefe Fees,
if he fuppofes he has not a legal Right to
them, which he has not, if the Grant of his
Patent is illegal ; in the Courfe of fuch a Suit
the Legality of the Patent muft be judicially
determined.  If there were but one Hamp-
den in this Country, he would commence
fuch a Suit for the Value of a Shilling; .
I therefore give my Vote for poftponing the

Quettion,
-Sir R— C—.

. Mr §—s . l
.. As I apprehend that the principal Argus
ment againft the Legality of the Chancellor
of the Exchequer’s Patent for Life is drawn
from the Meaning, cither exprefled or impli-
ed, of a Claufe in the A& of the 10oth of

Henry VIL. T think it proper to give my
Opi-
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Opinion of the Senfe of that Claufe. Hifto-
ry informs us, that, in the Reign of that Prince,
there were great civil Contefts for the regal
Power, between the Houfes of Lancaffer and
York, which extended to this Kingdom.
The two Parties were headed by Chiefs of
" this Country; the York:fis by the Earl of
Kildare, and the Lancafirians by the Duke of
. Ormond : Matters were carried fo far againft
Henry, who was of the Houfe of Lancaffer,
that his Rival was brought to this Capital, and
crowned at Cbriff-Church ; at this Coronati-
on all the great Officers of State attended, a-
mong which were the Lord High Chancel-
lor, the Treafurer, and the Judges. Henry,
to put a Stop to thefe rebellious Proceedings,
and fecure his undoubted Right to the Throne,
fent over that very wife and brave Man, Sir
Jobn Poinings, who would never have ventu-
red hither to oppofe the tumultuous and for-
midable Infurretions againft his Sovereign, if
he had not had Courage from the Sole of his
Foot to the Crown of his Head ; and, in this
Situation, it was very natural for Poinings to
exert his Spirit, by every Method which his
Policy fuggefted, to ftrengthen the Hands of
his Royal Mafter ; and, by his Diligence and
Perfeveranee, the A& of the roth of. that

Prince
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Prince was brought about, and the King ob-
tained a Power, cffentially neceffary at that
Time, of difplacing his great Officers, and
]udgés at pleafure, Now, confidering the
State of the Exchequer at that Time, I can-
not think that the Chancellor was a Perfon of,
fufficient Importance, to come within the
Intention of the A&, or the View with which
it was made. ‘The Chancellor, mentioned in
it, is undoubtedly the Lord High Chancellor,
for he was the primary and chief Object of it; -
for Hiftory fays, that he affifted at the Coro-
nation of the Pretender of that Time, and he
is alfo mentioned in the A&, before the Lord
“high Treafurer, which the Chancellor of the
Exchequer could not have been; I, there-
fore, conclude, that, as this -Statute has not:
altered the Law with Refpet to this Office,
the King has an undoubted Right to grant it
for Life, a Conclufion which is juftified by
Precedents, which, I think, do not appear
to have been ever called in Queftion, either
by a parliamentary or judicial Enquiry.

' Sir W O—.
Mr S——-~,

In the prefent Situation of this Country,
’ Sir,
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Sir, I think, our Time might be better em-
ployed than in the Difcuffion of Queftions,
doubtful in themfelves, and trifling in their
Confequences, except, that they tend to di-
vide thofe whom it is our™ higheft Intereft to

unite, and to produce Enmity where it is of
the greateft Importance to conciliate Affecti- -

on. We exert all the Pathos of our Rheto-
ric, to difplay and deplore our Grievances, and
at the fame Time we irritate thofe who have
both the Power, and the Inclination to redrefs
‘them; every Thing appears fpecious and
alluring, under the Colour of Patriotifin, and
Public Spirit, but there are many Meafures
which, if not viewed in the falfe Light,
which gives them this flattering Appearance,
would be found deeply tinged with the ful-
len Hues of factious Difcontent, difappointed
Ambition, and fordiqd Self-Intereft ; and the
bold thetorical Flourifhes that feem to be
made only in Defence of our Rightsand Li-
berties, will be often found to be nothing
more than the Effufions of perfonal Enmity,
or Party-Rage : The learned Member * who

fits beneath me, knows, that upon the Banks

Dr L—.
of
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of fome Rivers, in the Eaftern Parts of the
World, there are Fruits which have a moft
beautiful and alluring Appearance to the Eye,
but when brought to the Tafte are both pu-
trid and poifonous. It is at this Time the
univerfal Cry that the titular Power which
prefides over this Country, is LiBerTY ; but
upon a nearer Approach, and more attentive
View, this fuppofed Goddefs will appear to
be a fhamelefs Strumpet, abandoned to every
Species of Licentioufnefs, and contaminated
with every corrupt Difpofition ; who wanders
about in borrowed - Robes, difturbing the
Peace, and debauching the Morals of Man-
kind, by ftudied Artifice, and deceitful Blan-
dithments ; and, is this a Time for us to foment
Divifion and Animofity by unneceffary Dif-
putes? thall we countenance Dif-union, and
Difcontent by our Example ? and, fhall we
negle& our known Duty, and the real Service
of the State, to join in the popular Cry, and
- promote Contumacy and Faction, by conceal-
ing private Views, and felfith Paffions, under
the fpecious Pretence of maintaining our
Rights, and preferving our Liberties? Let
us rather a¢t as one Body, animated by one
Soul, for an honefter and nobler Purpofe ; Jet
us exert our whole united Strength, to re-

move
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move real Evils, and produce permanent
"Good ;to reftore our Finances which are fall-
ing into ruin ; to check the fatal Edcreafe of
Penfions ; to fupprefs popular Licentioufnefs ;
and to encreafe the Trade and Comimerce of
the interior Parts of the Kingdam. Thefe
are Obje@s worthy the Attention of this
Houfe, and, in 2n a&ive and fteady Purfuit of
- thefe, we can alone difcharge our Truft, and
fecure the Intereft and Honour both of Our-
felves and Couniry; we fhall, however, in
this laudable Purfuit ftand in need of the Af-
fiftance of fuperior Powers, whom we fhould
incline to afford us this Affiftance, by every
becoming Compliance in trivial and doubtful
Matters, inftead of giving them Offence, and
alienating their Kindnefs by querulous Oppo-
fition, and unprovoked Malignity ; from what
laudable Motive can Gentlemen oppofe the
Independance-of judicial Officers upon the
Crown? How can cafual Inability be made
a Pretence for not granting an Office far Life,
when we know that the Incumbent, during
Pleafure, fcarce ever refides? It would be
endlefs to trace the Folly and Danger of this
Condu& through every particular, and I am
willingto flatter myfelf that it is unneceflary ;
for
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for my own Part, I fhall moft heartily give
my Vote for putting off the Queftion to a
long Day, if it was only to employ the in- .
termediate Time in Matters of real Impar-
tance.

Dr C— L— then got up, and dwelt much
upon the Importance of the Chancellor of the
Exchequer’s refiding, and paid many Com- °
pliments to a Right Honourable Gentleman
then in the Houfe, who had formerly filled
that Office * ; this Gentleman, in a very gen-
teel Manner, begged the Doctor to fpare him
as he was prefent ; the Doctor, however, ftill
continued his Compliments, and, at the fame
Time, took occafion to throw out fome ob-
lique Hints not very favourabls to fome of
the late Chief Governors. ‘

A right honourable Member+ then got up,
and faid fomewhat in Difapprobation of fuch
Hints, and, in the Courfe of his Speech, hap-
pened to mention the Weaver's Hall, by
which Company, as well as by moft others

* The right honourable Mr 4— M~

+ The Right Honourable #— H— F---, Poft-
Matfter General. .
n
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in the City of Dublin, Dr L — had been fin«
gularly diftinguifhed. The Dotor, confider-
ing the Mention of Weaver’s Hall to be in-
tended as a Sneer, and not a Compliment,
got up, and fpoke to the following Effe& :

Mr S——,

S1r, I (hall always remember, with the
greateft Gratitude, the fingular Honours 1
have received from the honourable Society,
which that Right Honourable Member has juft
now mentioned. The Weaversare a Com-
pany dnf’cmgulfhed by their Induftry, and, by
their fingular Utility to their Country, the
Commodity which they manufa@ure is the
Staple of this Nation, and, to put us in mind
of its Importance, and of thofe that wotk it
up, it has the Honour to be the Seat of our
Judges in the Houfe of Lords. As, I think
thus honourably of the Weavers, I may,
without juft Caufe of Offence, fay, that I be-
lieve it would have been well for the Right
Honourable Gentleman, if he had been bred
a Weaver himfelf; he would then have en-
joyed that chearful and agreeable Difpofition
fo natural to him, with, perhaps, a greater
Gufto than he doesat prefent; he would not
then have been incumbered with the Cates

of
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of State, but would conftantly have enjoyed
that Tranquillity and Flow of Spirits, which
are always the Confequence of little Thought,
and ‘chearful Induftry. In the great Em-
ployment, which he fills at prefent, he has the
weighty Affairs of the Nation to think of,
and when he has thought of them, and given
his Concurrence to what may be neceflary to
difpatch them, he has the farther Trouble of
difperfing an Account of thefe public Con-
cerns,” as well as the private Concerns of the
Nation over the whole World; but had he
been happily a Weaver, he would have had
‘none of this Trouble, but have been a merry
Fellow, and, in the Stile of Sir obn Falfiaff,
v¢ 3 Teller ofall Manner of Tales, and a Singer
of all Manner of Songs,”

. The Motion was then made, and the
Queftion put, that the further Confideration
of this Matter be adjourned to the firft Day

of Auguft next,

It was carried in the Affirmative,

»
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FRIDAY, Now 11, 1763.

FOURTEENTH DAY.
Mr L— O—.
\1) (- S—

HE firft and great Object of all Legif~

latures is the impartial Adminiftration
of Juftice ; Mankind were induced to make
‘a Surrender of their Power to injure others,
upon condition, that the Power of others to
injure them fhould be reftrained ; for, it was
very foon difcovered, that every Man is liable
to fuffer more by the unreftrained Power of
another exerted againft him, than he can en-
joy by exerting his own Power, without re-
firaint, againft-another ; this was the Origin
of Civil Government, and when, from this
Motive, this common Depofit of Power, was
made in the Hands of a Magiftrate, it could
be with no other View than that he fhould
exert it impartially for the common Benefit,
and, therefore, as far as a Magiftrate is under
- “any Influence with Refpe to his Decifions,

or
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or has any Thing to hope, or to fear, in Con-
fequence of any A& performed in his judi-
cial Capagity, fo far, the very End of his In-
ftitution is defeated, and fo far the Power in-
trufted with him, that it might operate only
.to good Purpofes, may be perverted to Evil,

The Independance of Judges, therefore, is
one -of the ongmal and fundamental Rights
of Mankind, but, it is impoffible in the Na-
ture of Things, thata Judge thould be Inde-
pendant, who holds his Office only during
the Pleafure of another; he will then certain-

ly have fomething to. h’o’p'é and fomething to

fear, and his Duty may fometimes be incom~

patible with his Intereft ; when this happens,

it would be abfurd to fuppofe, that the Senfe
of Duty will always predominate ; to fup-
pofe the contrary, is only to fuppofe, that he
who becomes a Judge does not then ceafe to
be a Man, but, that he is ftill fabje&t to the
fame Paffions, and Infirmities, that he was
before, in common with all human Beings,
I will readily acknowledge, that there never
was a Time when the Dependancy of Judges
was lefs likely to produce ill Effes, not, be-
caufe Judges have any new Powers ta refift
Temptation, but, becaufe they are lefs likely
to be tempted:  Our moft amiable and. gra-
Uz " gious
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cious Sovereign feems to found his Happinefs
upon the true Principles of Virtue and Juftice,
and the Vice-Roy whom he has fent over
hither, feems, in every Refpe&, difpofed to
follow his Example, and to be truly his Re-
prefentative ; but from the Viciffitude natural
to every Thing fublunary, and from the Ex-
ample of our fifter Country, Great Britain, I
think it now proper to make a Motion, that
leave be given to bring in Heads of a Bill
for making the' Commiffions of Judges, quam
diu fe bene gefferint.

Mr E— M— got up, and faid, that he
feconded the Motion, with very great Plea-
fure, as it would be a Confidence of Security
to the Nation, not with Refpe to the pre-
fent Time but the future; he added, that the
Support of Dignity, in the Judges, was alfo a
Matter of great Confequence, as it gave
Weight to their Decrees, and Satisfaction to
the Suitors ; but more efpecially as it gave En-
couragement to Men of the firft Abilities, to
fill the Bench, who might otherwife find
greater Advantages in continuing at the Bar;
he thould, therefore, he faid, be very well
pleafed to have a Claufe tacked to the Bill for
the Encreafe of the Judges Salaries; this he

' ob-
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obferved, became neceflary upon a mere Sup-
pofition, that the Salary fixed, during the
Reign of King William, in the Year 1699,
was only a reafonable Salary, and, that the
Judges now ought.not to be worfe provided
for, than they were then ; becaufe, the. Diffe-
rence between the Valug of Money, and the
Expences of Life at that Time, and this, were
_ very great, as would appear by Fleetwood's
Chronicum Pretiofum, and, therefore, though
the Appointment at that Time might be fuf-
ficient, it would at prefent fall very fhort ; for
~ which Reafon, he propofed, that the Increafe
of the Judges Salarics might be a Tackto the
Bill. : \

Mr L— O— faid, in reply, that he
fhould be much pleafed to have the Salaries
of the Judges increafed, and that he thought
it a very proper Meafure, . but begged to be
excufed from making it a Tack to his Bill, for
though there was the greateft Reafon to believe
it would be univerfally adopted, yet he was un-
willing to load his Bill with any Tack, what-
ever were the Chances in its Favour, becaufe
he confidered it as of very great Moment to
‘the Conttitution of his Country. -

U 3 The
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The Queftion being put, it was carried in
the Aﬁrmatxve.

Ordered, That leave be given, to bring in
Heads of a Bill, for making the Commiffions
of Judges, quam dix fe¢ bene gefferint, and
that Mr L O—; Mr M__; Mr P—;
Mr Serjeant M—; and, Dr L—, do pre»
pare and bring in the fame. :
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SATURDAY, Nov, 12, 1763.
FIFTEENTH DAY.

R E— §— P— gotup, and faid, that
Tuefday next, was fixed for enquiring
into the Grievance univerfally felt, and com-
plamcd of, the Increafe of Penfions; but,
that, he apprehended, it would not be a pro--
. per Day, as he had been informed, that many
Gentlemen would not be ready to attend, and,
as the Report of the Committee of Accounts
was that Day to be made, which would take
up fome Time ; he added, that he did not
blufh to fay, that he had received a Meflage,
~which induced him to put off the Enquiry
concerning Penfions ; and, therefore, he mov-
ed, that it might be put off till Wednefday.

The Rxght Honourable A— M— faid,
. that he confidered the Enquiry, concerning
Penfions, as a. Matter of the higheft Impor-
tance, that required much Time and Delibe-
ration, and a full Attendance of the Mem-
bers, and, therefore, he thought it fhould be
put off, even for a longer Day, as well upon
Uy that
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that Account, as, becaufe, the National Ac-
counts, and the Supply interfered, which
fhould not fuffer Delay, as the Moncy Bills
for the Supply fhould be fent off about the four
or five and twentieth of the Month, the ufual
Time, when the Duty would ceafe; he faid,
that, upon the Report of the Committee of
Accounts, Debates might arife, and the paf-
fing them might, therefore, take up more
Time than was expected ; he faid, alfo, that
the fixing the Supplies, and fending over the
Money Bills might be attended with Delay,
and, as it wasof the greateft Importance to

- have whatever related to that Bufinefs, fett-
led with proper Deliberation, it onght not
to be interrupted by any Thing of lefs Confe-
quence s he, therefore, withed that the Con-
fideration of the Penfions was deferred till
the Moncy Bills {hould be fent over.

Mr P— replied, that he was forry to dif-
fer from the Right Honourable Gentleman,
who fpoke laft, but that the very Arguments
he had ufed for deferring the Confideratian
of the Penfions to a longer Day, appeared to
him to prove that it (hould pot be longer de-
ferred. How is it poffible, fays he, that an
Eftablithment fhould be fixed, till we know of

what
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what it ought to confift ? The Eftablithment of
Penfions is already enormous, and if we thould
now fix it, withoutany Enquiry, or Refolu-
tion, the Meafure would be premature ; for
certainly an Enquiry into fo effential a Part of
the Eftablithment, ought to take Place before’
the Eftablithment is fixed ; befides, fays he, the
very Inconvenience, which the Right Ho- .
nourable Gentleman wifhes to remedy, would
be encreafed by the Remedy he propofes ; for
if fomething is not determined, coneerning :
Penfions, it will be a Subje& of high Debate, -
throughout the whole Committee of Sup-
plies; he, therefore, hoped that he thould be
excufed, in withing to have Wednefday fixed
for the Penfions, and faid, that as the Duties
would not end till the Twenty-eighth of
the next Month, there would be Time e-
‘nopgh to tranfact the Bufinefs relative to them
without Pré..cipitation,.or Hurry.

The Order for the next ‘Tuefday, bemg
then read, it was refolved.

s¢ 'That this Houfe Will° next Wednefday,
s¢ refolye itfelf into a Committee of the whole
s Houfe, to take into Confideration, the
*# State of thc Penfions upon the Civil Efta-

¢ blith-
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¢ hlithment of this Kingdom, and how the
¢ 'Encreafe of them may be prevented.”

Ordered, That the Agent to the Penfioners
do attend this Houfe next Wednefday. *

Ordered, That the proper Officer do lay |
before this Houfe, a Lift of the Names of -
fuch Penfioners as do not refide in this King-
dom, and have Licenfes of Abfence from his
Majefty, or from the Lord Lieutenant, or
other Chief Governors, with the Dates of
fuch Licenfes. ‘

Ordered, That the proper Officer do lay
before this Houfe, a Lift of the Names of
the Penfioners who do not refide in this
Kingdom.

'Mr' R— F— therrgot up, and faid, that
confidering the diftrefled Situation of Jreland,
at that Time, it was a Matter of the higheft
Importance, to enquire into the extraordinary
Increafe of the Military - Eftablithment, be-
fore the Supplies were granted ; he faid,
that the Remark made by the honourable
Gentleman, who fpoke laft; two Days before,
had made a deep Imprcﬁion upon his Mind;

mitsad




Dav XV.]  Afairs of IrELAND. 301
inftead of thirty Regiments upon the Efta-
blithment, fays he, there is now no lefs than
forty-two, with the fame Number of Men,
twelve Thoufand ; this is extreamly danger-
Mus tothe Conf’dtution two Ways, firft, by en-
creafing Dependants ; and, fecondly, by en-
creafing Expence ; the Expence has encreaf-
ed no lefs than 150,000/, a Year, fince the
'Year 1757, which this Country is by no Means

able to bear; and this Eftablithmént, at
prefent, amounts to 100,000/ a Year

more than in the Height of the War,
“befides Mlhtary Contingencies, and Bar-
racks, which amount to a very confidera-
ble Sum. He obferved, that the Military
~ and Civil Eftablithment,” with the Penfions,
would leave only 30,000/. out of the whole
Revenue of the Country, and that this Sum
and more would be fwallowed up by the Ar-
 tillery, and Laboratory, which are not includ-
-ed in the Military Eftablithment, though cer-
tainly belonging to it, and Articles of very
great Expence.  The Word Laboratory, he
faid, was quite new in the Houfe, and fcarce
a Man-in it knew cither its Meaning, or its
Ufe; in his Opinion, it was a Place where
all Sorts of Combuftibles were prepared for
Fxtc.ﬂnps, Bombs, Grcmdocs, and other Im-

ple-
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plements of Offence, for the Sea Service, and
might, probably, run to an Expence of forty,
fifty, fixty, or even one hundred thoufand
Pounds a Year, and, why we fhould, ina Si-
tuation fo diftrefled as we were known to be
in, fet about making fuch expenfive Prepara-
tions for others, he faid, he could not tell, ef-

pecially in a Time of profound Peace, and
juft after the Conclufion of a War, which it
was to be hoped rendered another War high-

ly improbable, at leaft for fome Time. He

faid, the Ordnance already coft near 30,000/
a Year, and, that he was perfuaded, that if

this Inttitution, and the Laboratory went on,

without controul, they would be much more

" injurious to Ourfelves than to our Epemies.
He added, that the Staff of General Officers,

in Ireland, amounted to two and twenty

thoufand Pounds a Year, though in England

it amounted to no more than Eleven, fo that

the Expence in that Article was juft double,

which, he faid, was furely furprizing, as in

this Town there was feldom General Officers

enough to make a Board. He concluded,

that if fome Regnlation, with Refpe& to the

public Expences, in almoft every Branch, was

not made, there would not be the leaft Sup-

ply left for any Emergency, or for any Im-

prove-
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provement, of which the Country ftood in fo
much need. ‘

Dr C— L— got up, and faid,.that he was
extreamly forry to find himfelf under a Ne-
ceflity of making a Complaint againft a very .
refpectable Body, the Dublin Society, which
had been intrufted by the Houfe with no lefs
a Sum than 10,000/ to be diftributed in
Premiums: He faid they had fet out in a ve-
ry proper Manner, and, after a ftri¢t Enquiry
into the Merits of feveral Claimants, they had
allotted to each fuch a Proportion of this
Bounty as they appeared to deferve ; that they
had, in Confequence of fuch an Enquiry, al-
lotted toa Family of the Name of Smith, the
Sum of 500/ but that they, foon after, re-
ceived a Meflage from a certain great Perfon,
' acquamtmg them, that, in that Perfon’s Opi-
nion, 2,000 /. was little enough for that Fa-

mily, upon which they did, contrary to their
Judgmcnt and, in Breach of their Truft, grant
to that Family the full Sum of 2,000 /. no
lefs than four Times as much as they had de-
termined to be equal to their Merit ; and they

took the 1,500/, which they had added to the
- 500/, originally allotted to the Smiths of Wa-
terford Manufacturers of  Tape, from the
_ Sums

Al
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faid concerning the Glafs-Houfes, -
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Sums allotted to other Perfons, whom they
had' before judged to merit them, in equal
Proportions. He faid, alfo, that there were
two Glafs-Houfes in Dublin, one of Iri/b,
and one of 'Englifh Eftablithment ; that Part
of the Irifb one had, by Accident, been
burnt down, and the Materials for making
Glafs fo damaged, that, not being fit for fine
Ware, it had been made into Bottles, which
were of a good Fabrick, and fold for 18s. a
Grofs; but becaufe it was an Frifp Glafs—
Houfe, no Encouragement was given it by

' the Society, who, at the fame Time, gave a

large Premium to an Englifb Glafs- Houfe,
which caufed a Monopoly, and raifed Bottles
to 20 5. a Grofs.

The H—ble B— M— faid, that he was
prefent when the Meflage was brought to the
Society, requiring them to grant 1,500 /. more
than they had, after a ftri® and fair Exami-
nation, allotted to' the Smiths, and that he
propofed the Meflage fhould be entered on

. their Books, as the Caufe of their-granting

fach an Addition.

Mr ¥— M— confirmed what Dr L. had

Upan
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Upoh which it was ordered, that a Com-
mittee be appointed to enquire into the Dif-
pofal of 10,000/, grapted to the Dubiin So-
ciety, to be, by them, diftributed among the
feveral Artificers, and others, who petitioned
the Houfe for parliamentary Encouragement,
the -laft Seflions of Parliament ; and a Com~
mittee was appointed accordingly.

Mr E— S—— P—faid, That he had made
a Motion, a few Days ago, that the Sums
which the Houfe thould think proper to grant
for the -Encouragement of ManufaQories,
thould be given in Premiums for the fuperior.
Quantity, or Quality, of the Manufalure,
when it fhould be brought to Market, and
not to particalar Manufa&urers: That he
was perfuaded, from the- general Difpofition
of the Houfe, that the Method he propofed
was .more agreeable to- it, “than that againft
which he had excepted, notwithftanding it
was rejected, and that it was reje¢ted merely
to avoid giving umbrage to the worthy Mem-
ber who had prefented the Petition, that gave
Occafion to his Propofal, which, he declared,
he made folely with a' View to the publick
Good, and not from any Difrefpe@, or ill

Wilb
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Will, to the worthy Gentleman, whom he
highly honoured. He now added, that the
Petitions which were every Day pouring into
the Houfe, were fo numerous, as greatly to |

. obftru& its Bufinefs, and that the mere receiv- |
ing them, though no Money fhould be grant-
ed upon them, would have a difadvantageous
Appearance to thofe on the other Side of the
Water, as being inconfiftent with the Poverty |
of which they complained and the Burthen- |
fomenefs of various Dcmands, which they la-
boured to evade,

He therefore prayed, that the Houfe would |
come to a Refolution, that no Money thould
be granted by the Houfe, this Seflion, for the |
Encouragement, or Support, of any particular

- Trade or Manufacture whatfoever.

To this no Oppofition was made, exccp.if"-1
that one Gentleman faid, he hoped it would
not be extended to injure-any beneficial Un-
dertaking that had been begun fince the laft
Seflions, under the Sanction, and by the Aid

, of Parliament ; for, if it .appeared that the
Money already received had been hopeftlyand |
judicioufly laid out, it would be great Pity
that the Undertaking fhould ftop for want of

‘arther Aid. - - " Some
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Some Gentleman, upon this, propofed, that
the Motiori might be amended ; however, it
paffed in the very Manner that Mr P— pro-
pofed it; Nermine Contradzcente

MONDAY, Nov. 14, 1763.
SIXTEENTH DAY.

IR W— O— reprefented, that, as all
Grants to Petitioners, for the Encourage-
ment of Manufactories, had been precluded
by the Refolution of Saturday; it was the
Duty of the Houfe to encourage Manufactu-
rers- in general, by ‘every other Way that
could be devifed ; “that the Paper Manufac-
ssture, in parucular, ought to be eneouraged, as
of great Importance to the Kingdom, and,
thercfore, as partlcular Perfons concerned in
it could receive no pecuniary Encouragement,
he begged leave to move, that, for the Encou-
fagement of the ManufaGurer, the Houfe
thould come into a Refolution, that all the
Journals, Votes, and other Tranfactions of
that Houfe, fhould be printed upon. Paper
manufactured in this Kingdom. - ‘&
i
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Sir R C— feconded this Motion, and
faid, that the Paper ManufaGure, being in its
Infant State, and of great Importance to the
Kingdom, it ought to receive every pofiible
Encouragement.

Mr A< M—,
Mr S—,

T'here is no Man in this: Houfe, Sir, more
ready to encourage the Manufaures of this
Country than myfelf, as no Man can have a.
fuller Conviction, that the Riches and Hap-
pinefs of the Country depend principally
upon them: Yet I thould be forry to have
this Houfe come fo fuddenly to a Refolution,
which would, in fome Degree, operate with
the Force of a Law, and which may alfo
give Jealoufy and Umbrage to Nations with
whom we have Conne®ions, and whofe
Good-will and Friendthip we tfhould do
every Thing in our Power to fecure; there
are alfo other ill Confequences to be appre-
hended from the Meafure propofed, which,
at leaft, make it advifeable, not to take it pre-
cipitately ;. If we may Credit the Memorial -

- that

T oA
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that lies upon the Table, we ought rather to
encourage than difcourage the Importation of
Paper, becaufe we confume more than our
Manufacturers cari fupply, and do not yet im-
port enough to make good the Deficiency,
which it is of great Moment for usto do.
Printing is a Manufa®ure, the Encreafe of
which neceflarily depends upon having Paper
of a good Kind; and at a reafonable Rate, and
there are confiderable Works of Printing now
carrying on ; if, therefore, we produce a Scar-
city of Paper, by prohibiting its Importation,
we fhall raife its Price; and we fhall alfo debafe
its Quality ; for our Paper Makers will have
a Monopoly, and impofe upon the Stationer,
Printer, and Confumer, what Commodity
they think fit, and at what Price; however,
as Iam wholly ignorant of the State of our
FPaper Manufaory; and fpeak only upon
Conjeture, and the Credit of the Memorial,
1 have mentioned to be lying before us, I with
‘a Committee might be appointed to en-
quire, how far our.own Manufa&ory of Pa-
per can fupply the Confumption ; if it can<
not fupply the Confumption, I do not fee
that this. Motion is neceffary for its Encou-
tagement It will not encourage the making
it by making a Market, for it has a fufficient
X2 - Mar-
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Market already; it will not encourage the
making it better, for when it is confumed in
confequence of an Order, and not by Prefer-
ence, the ManufaCurer, will, be lefs folici-
tous to recommend it by its Quality, and gain
it the Preference, than when the Sale depends
upon fuch Preference. Ihope, thercfore, that
the Gentleman will withdraw his Motion, and
that a Motion will be made for the Appoint- |
ment of a Committee, to make fuch Enqui-
ries.as may be previoufly neceflary to dire®
aur Determinations.

~

' Sir W— O—.

Mr Sev,

Whatever Deference Ipay-to the Judgment
of the learned Gentleman, who {poke laft, I
muft be exeufed from withdrawing my Mo-
tion; as Committees have been frequently
appointed, fincethe Year 1749, for the very
Enquiry he mentions, concerning the State
of our Paper Manufa&ory, and frequent Re-
ports made, and Premiums given for its En-
- couragement, I think its Progrefs and prefent
State muft be fufficiently known ; however,

v | S Iam

.
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T am commiffioned to affure the Houfe, that
the Manufattory of Cork alone would fur-
nith this City with forty thoufand Rheams a
Year, and, that there are, at leaft, twenty
other Manufatories, which, if they had pro-
per Encouragement, would be able to fupply
the whole home Confumption, and, where fo
many Mills are conftantly at Work, I fee no
danger of a Monopoly ; there will be a fuffi-
cient Rivalry among them to keep Paper at a
reafonable Price, and to furnith a good Com-
modity. Befides, I do not fee how the
Meafure, propofed by the Motion, can leflen
the Importation of foreign ' Paper any other-
wife than by tending to gain the Preference
for our own Paper, both with Refpe@ to
Quality and Price,. by encouraging the Ma-
kers to perfevege in the Exertion of their Di-
ligence, and their Skill. Isa pretgnded Re-
gard to Foreigners, or a Fear of giving them
Umbrage, to prevent our.endeavouring to
eftablith Manufatures of our wn upon fuch
Principles, and by fuch Means as thefe? If
the Price of our own Paper is unreafonably
raifed, and the Quality rendered worfe by
this Motion, it will rather encourage than
prevent the Importation of the Commodity ; .
for what thould hinder the Stationer, Printer,

' X3 . and
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and Confumer, from ufing fuch Paper as de-
ferves the Preference, whether with Refpe&
to Quality, or Price, fuppofing the Meafure
propofed by the Motion to take Place ? And
how, Sir, can this Meafure tend to make
Paper fcarce? Will more Paper be ufed by
this Houfe than was ufed before? If we
propofed to make an Order, that for every
Sheet we ufed we fhould burn another, under
a Notion of encouraging the Manufaduré, by
encreafing the Confumption, then it might
be objected, that we fhould make Paper
fcarce; but, we propofe no fuch Thing, ‘we
only propofe that the Quantity of Paper we
"have been ufed to confume, fhall, for the
future, be fupplied by our own Manufattures;
and, furely, there is nothing in this that can
hurt any other Manufature of our own, or
Juﬁly give Offence to any other Country, as

an Injury to theirs. What Encouragemcnt
the Paper Manufa&ure may receive from the
Motxon it_is not‘ncccﬁ'ary to enquxre, for it
18 not oppofed upon Pretence that it will give
no Encouragement, but the contrary, that it
will give too much. I have already fthewn
that this Pretence is groundlefs, and, I fhall
pow_thew, that fuch Encouragement as it
gan give to that Manufa&ory, the Manufacs

fory
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tory ought'to have: Itis a Manufacture of
great Importance in itfelf, and it is alfo of
great Importance as a Branch, though a re-
mote one, of the Linnen Manufacture ; Paper
is a Commodity fabricated from Materials,
which would otherwife be of no value, and
it employs a great Number of Perfons, who,
from their Situation, and Circumftances, could
be employed in no other Way than the col-
le&ing fuch -Materials together. That the
Meafure propofed would operate with the
Forcc of a Law, prohibiting the Importation
of Paper, 1 have thewn already to be a mere
groundlefs Pretence: You, Sir, (addrefling
himfelf to the Speaker) and this Houfe have
a Power of ordering the public Proceedings
of Parliament to be printed in what Manner,
and upon what Materials you think fit, but
your Order cannot extend further; and, there-
fore, for any Thing yet offered, I muft hum-
bly beg leave to be excufed from withdraw-

ing my Motion.

* K -

Lord B— got up, “and faid, that he had

no Objection to any Motion that could pro- -

duce fo falutary a Purpofe as the Encourage-
ment of a ufeful and confiderable Manufac-.
tory ; but that to prevent all Appearance of

X4 * Rival=
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Rivalthip, and render the Meafure agreeable
to every Body, he propofed to make an A-
mendment, and that Paper of Britifh Ma-
nufacture fhould be included in the Motion.

Sir R— C—.

MrS—,

I hope, Sir, I fhall be excufed, for making
a flight Obfervation, on what has been faid,
by the honourable and learned Gentleman

who fits on the oppofite Bench; it has been

infinuated by that Gentleman, that the Dif-
couragement of Foreign Manufactures, by the
Encouragcmcnt of our own, may give Um-
brage to €ountries, with which we are con-
ne&ted ; but, if the pleafing our Allies is to
interfere with ‘the Execution of a Meafure,
which, we think for our own interior Ad-
vantage, we fhall be in a State moft deplor-
ably dependant and confined, and become
the Servant of Servants, in the moft mortify-
ing Senfe of the Words. Asto the Amend-
ment in favour of Brizi/b Paper, I amafraid
it would be attended with very great Incon-
veniencies, and, in a great Meafure, defeat the
Intention of the Motion, for it would be very

eafy
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. eafy for the Englifb Fators, in league with
the Fators here, to pour in, by the Way of
England, a vaft Quantity of Paper made by
“the Dutch; is there not every Day a vaft
Quantxty of French Silk obtruded upon us,
as the Manufacture of England? Is this Griev-
ance fo foon forgotten ?  Every body knows.
that the Fa@ors make up the Cockett, and,
that the Land-waiter very frequently knows
nothing of the Matter, though he is obliged
to the contrary by his Duty, and, as we have
no Duplicate for Paper, there bemg no A& of
Parliament for that Purpofe, and it being
made of Rags, that are picked up in the
Streets, it will be impoffible for the Printer
to fwear whether the Paper he ufes is Britifh
Manufaé’ture or Foreign, as there is no poffi-
blhty for him to afcertain it. Indeed, Iam
averfe to the Encreafe of Oaths, for, as far as
I have been able to obferve, they do little
more than increafe Perjury. Let me add,
thatthe Britifb Manufaétory of Paper is not
fuMficient to fupply the Confumption of that
Country, and that Ireland gets {carce any
from thence, for, upon infpeéting the Cuf-
tom-Houfe Books, I find, large Importati-
ons of Paper from Hollend, but little or -
none from Great Britain; 1, therefore, chufe
- to
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to have the Queftion put, without the A-
" mendment. .

It was, however, agreed, that the %ﬁion
fhould be put with the Amendment, and
then Mr H—§— faid, That though he fhould
have objected againtt it, as firft propofed, yet
he was now ready to give his Vote for it.

M¢ P— 97—, the A. G. faid, that he
could never vote for any Motion fo precipi-
tately put, fo late in the Day, and fo unex-
pected by the Houfe; he faid, too, that g
Refolution of the Houfe would influence
many, though it would not bind them ; that
the Houfe was but one Part of the Legifla-

.ture, and had no right to do what would
bind even a fingle Perfon; that Gentlemen

- who had confidered the Motion maturely in
their Clofets, might be Mafters of it, and,

that other Gentlemen had an undoubted

Right to a competent Time for confidering

it, that they might be upon equal Terms with

thofe who had confidered it already, and that

he thought no Methad fo fit for this Purpofe

as the Appointment of a Committee; but,

that as it was infifted, that the Queftion

fhould be put, he muft beg leave to put the

previous




Day XVL] Afairsof IReLan®, g1y

previous Queftion, whether it fhould be put
or not.

The Motion was as follows : ¢ That from
and after the firft Day of December next, all
the Votes and Journals of this Houfe, Public
Accounts, A&s of Parliament, and other
Matters to be printed by Order of this Houfe,
or for the Public Ufe, fhall be printed on the
beft Sort of Paper manufactured in Greas-
Britain, or in this Kingdom ; and that no
Charge for Paper to be madc ufc of, after the
faid firft Day of December, fhall be allowed in
the National Accounts, or paid by the Public;
without an Affidavit ‘made before a Magi-
ftrate, by the Perfon claiming Payment, that
the Paper fo charged is the Manufacture of
Great-Britain, pr of this Kingdom, or was
bought from a ManufaGurer of Paper as the

 Manufaure of Great-Britain, or Ireland,
excepting the Statues now printing under the
Direcion of the Judges.”

'And the previous Queftion being put, that
that Queftion be now put,

It paffed in tha Negative. -
s ¥ , & TUES-
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TUESDAY, Nov. 15, 1763.
. 1763

SEVENTEEN TH DAY..

A JOR W— B— made a favourable

Report from the Committee appoint-
ed to take the Whale Fifhery into Confide-
ration, and it was ordered to be referred to
the Committee of Supplies.

A Report was made from a Committee,
appointed to confider of chalrs, that were
wanting to St Catberine’s Church, and a Mo-
tion was made that this Report fhould be re-
ferred to the Committee of Supplies. This
Motion was oppofed, and it {vas urged that
the Parithoners were able to repair theu'
Church at their own Expence,-

Mr R— F—, -

Mr S—-—

I have great Reafon to think, Sir, that the
Parithioners are not able to repair their
Church' at their own Expence, and, I think,

. that

\

|
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that nothing can be more worthy the At-
tention of Parliament, than the kceping the
Places of Worthip in the Metropolis in de~
cent Repair. External Appearances have 3 °
great Effe¢t upon the Mind, which cannot
without the utmoft Difficulty be abftra@led
from fenfible Objects, or confider the wor-
fhip of God as wholly diftin¢t from the Cir-
cumftances in which it js performed; we
fhould, therefore, avail ourfelves of Aflociati-.
ons of Ideas, which we ‘cannot bregk, and
contrive that the Worfhip of God fhould be
performed in fuch Circumftances as will moft
concur to put the Mind in a proper Framg
for it, and, confequently, give it a more ef-
feGtual Influence. A ferious Senfe of Reli-
‘gion, and ‘a confcientious Performance of its
Duaties, will difpofe the common People to
be good Neighbours, and good Subjects, and
greatly tend to quell a contumacious and tur-
bulent Spirit, which has of late fo much in-
terrupted the Public quiet, and, in fome De-
gree defeated the Purpofcs of Civil Govern.
ment.

The Qxeﬁion being then put, whether the
Report thould be referred, it was carried in
the Affirmative 76 againft 6o.

The
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The Committee appointed to confider the
Petition of the Minifter and Church-wardens
of St Andrews reported, that it was neceffary
to-enlarge the Burial Ground of that Parifh;
this Refolution of the Committee was ftrong-
ly oppofed by Dr L—; who demonftrated,
that the Effluvia of corrupting Bodies,
thrown together in great Numbers; but juft
below the Surface of the Earth, in populous
Cities, eould not but produce very pernicious
Confequences. He obferved, that the Prac-
tice of thus burying the Dead was contrary
to that of all Antiquity, and of moft of the
great Cities in Europe, to none of which it
could be more pernicious than to Dubiin, as
the Streets were very clofely built.

The Refolytion was, upon Motion, recom=
mitted, ' :

W £ D-
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WEDNES DAY, Nov. 16, 1763. .
EIGHTEENTH DAY.

HIS being the Day appointed for con-

fidering the State of the Penfions,

and how the Encreafe of them mxght be pre—
vented.

"Mt E— S— P— moved, that the Houfe
thould proceed upon the Bufinefs of the
Day.

Mr #— D—,
Mr Se—, -

* No Man in this Houfe, 8ir, is mare fen-
fible of the many Difadvantages that arife from
the Encreafe of Penfions, as they are now grant-
ed, than myfelf; and an Enquiry intothe State
_of this Grievance, and the Means of redref-

fing it, is certainly a very fit Obje& of the

Attention of this Houfe ; but I cannot think,

Sir, that fuch an Enquiry is neceflary at this
Time, becaufe we "have the greateft Reafon

to
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to believe. that all the Advantages which
could be expected from it will be obtained
without it. . I muft again inention the Af-
furance by which his Majefty has been gra-
cioufly pleafed to anticipate our Withes. He
has affured us, that no Penfion for Life, or
Years, fhall be granted for the future, except
on extraordinary Occafions; and thefe are
the Penfions, Sir, at which we have moft
Reafon to be alarmed ; they are permanent ;
they are transferrable ; and they are not fub-
je& to difqualifying Laws : Gentlemen,- in-
deed, have faid, that every Occafion, which
* a Minifter fhall pretend to be cxtraordmary,
will be fufficient to evade the Promife; and
that he will have nothing mere to do, when
he is inclined to granta new Penfion for Life;

or Years, than to fay, that there is an extra~
ordinary Occafion for it. But, Minifters, Sir,

however corfupt, vety feldom venture upon
a bad Meafure, which they cannot veil, with

a Pretence that is at leaft {pecious, and will

at the firft Glance give it the Appearance of
Good ; that very Attention to their own In-
tereft, Whlch frequently leads them to betray
the Intereft fo the Publick muf’c neceflarily
teftrain them from open and flagitious Ins

fults upon the Reafon as well as the Rights
of
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of Mankind, and can any Gentleman prefent
believe, that a Minifter who has a defire to
reward his Pander, or his Borough Jobber,
with a Penfion for Life, or Years, will have
the Effrontery, or the Rathnefs, to pretend that -
a Grant of fuch Penfion is upon an extraor- -
dinary Occafion, and, therefore, excepted in
his Sovereign’s Promife to his People ? Let
- s, at leatt, Sir, give the Aflyrance we have rge
ceived a temporary Credit, and fufpend oyr
Proceedings till the next Seﬂion‘s, when, if
we fee fyfficient Reafon to diftruft it, we
‘may take the yery Meafure that is now pro-
pofed, with more Juftice, and a better Grace.
At prefent, it is manifeftly premature, and
wholly repugnant to the Confidence that wg
ought to pl_ace in his Majefty’s Declaration. I,
therefore, hymbly move, that this Qucﬁion
may be poft-poned till the firft Day of next

. ‘
Mr E— §— .P"Fr

Mr S,
1 rcmembcr, Sir, and fo Iam fure dags
every Gentleman prefent, that when the M-

tion for determining the Right of granting

Pepfions by 3 Trial at Law was rejected, iy
Y was
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was the unanimous Opinion of this Houfe,
that Penfions were fuch a Grievance, as a
Committee ought to be appointed to enquire
into, and confider how to redrefs ; and ‘that
the Houfe did, accordingly, come to an una-
nimous Refolution, to refolve itfelf into a
Committee for that Purpofe on the next Tuwe/~
day: But, as other indifpenfible Bufinefs
took up great Part of that Day, it was made
another unanimous Refolution of the Houfe,
that the Confideration of the State of the
. Penftons, and how to prevent their Encreafe,
fhould be undertaken this Day. But, I am
forry to fay, that, notwithftanding thefe Re-
folutions, I bhave but too much Reafon to |
believe the Sitting of fuch a Committee was
hever intended ; and I think itmy Dutyto
~ communicate fuch Reafon of my Belief to the
Houfe. - As 1 was coming laft Monday from

the four Courts, in my Chair, I was ftopped
. by a particular Friend, a Gentleman of great

Worth and - Confequence,” who afked me, |
whether I intended to go that Day to the
Houfe. I anfwered, that I did not, asI
kiew of nothing that made rmy attendance
neceffary, and that, as I had been mach fa-
tigued by the Bufinefs of the Houfe, and of
the Corts, I mtcnded to make that a Pay of

Reft:
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Reft: He replied, * You may not only take
¢ your Reft this Day; but every other Day
+ ¢ of the Seflions, for Things are now fixed
“ fo as toadmit of no Alteration y no Enquiry
‘ will be made into the-8tate of the Penfions,
¢ por any Thing elfe done but what has been
t agreed upon with thofe who are to take
¢ the lead.” To this I anfwered, with great -
farprize, that 1 could fearce think what he
told me was poflible. That the Houfe had
been unanimous for an Examination, and had
actually appointed a Committee for that Purs
pofe, but a few Daysago; that the Public
expected it, and that to difappoint them in an
‘Expedtation fo reafonable, and on an Occafion
fo important, would be wholly inconfiftent
with the Dignity, as well as with the Duty
of the Houfe, as the Members would then
-appear to be nothmg more than State Pup-
 pets; with Wires in their Nofes, by wfuch
they were turned fitft one Way, and then a-
nother, juft as thofe who had the Manage.
ment of them thought fit,

. Mr P was here interrupted, By Mr P—
- T=—, the A.G.

~

Y3 "« My
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Ml‘ T‘.'—"'o
Mr Se—,

Whatever private Converfation, Sir, the
Gentleman, who fpoke laft, might have with
his Friend, it is furely improper to introduce
it into this Houfe ; and it is ftill more impro-

er that Infinuations, fo injurious to its Mem-
bers, fhould be fuppofed to have any Weight
-init. I hope every Gentleman in this Houfe
feels a proper Difdain at being reprefented asa
Puppet, moved by the Dicates of another’s
Will, and fufficient Spirit to thew, by his Con-~
du@, that he a@s upon Principles of Freedom,
and Independance, in confequence of his own
Principles, and by the Determination of his
‘own Judgment: As to the Enquiry, in Quef-
tion, Ifhall, for my own Part, oppofe it, from
a full Convictian, that it is unneceflary ; what
could we hope more from this very Enquiry
than an" Affurarice from his Majefty, that he
has confidered the Grievance, and will redrefs
it? and this Affurance he has been gracioufly
"pleafed to give us alréady. It is, indeed, true
that this Affurance has not come before the
. Houfe, with the Solemnity of a formal Mef-
A . fage,
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fage, but Gentlemen feem to forget that his
Majefty could not communicate it in that-
Manner, confiftent with his Chara&er, and
Dignity. The Intimation to the Lord Lieute-
nant is a Favour, and, if his Majefty is graci~
oufly pleafed to wave his Prerogative in our
behalf, are we to expect that he fhould do.
it in a Way that would imply a Confcioufnefs
of his havingabufed it.  His Majefty has, in
this Inftance, treated us with a Condelc¢enfion
and Kindnefs, of which, I may venture to
fay, we have no Precedent ; and fhall we re-
turn it with Remonftrance, and Complaint ?
Shall we refufe a Favour from our gracious -
Ptince, merely becaufe it is not offered in &
Manner that would degrade himfelf?. I re-
member, indeed, fomeGentlemen afked, with
a contemptuous Sneer, what this Houfe had
to do with a private Converfation, at the Caf-
tle; but, furely, I may now recriminate, and
aﬂc what has this Houfe to do with a private
Converfation in the Street. Ihad, certainly, a
better Right to relate what T had heard, from
the Lord Licutenant, with a View to calm
Animofities, ‘and conciliate AffeGtion, than
the honourable Member, on the Bench near
me, bad to retail the Impertinencies of a
bufy Pratler, who took upon him to foretell
Y3 the
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the Condu@ of this Houfe,. and impute it to
dithonourable Motives, which could tend only
to excite Difcontent, and Difaffeition, at a
Time when Peace and Unanjmity were effen-
tially neceffary; not only to our Profperity,
byt our Ex;ﬁence. Upon the whale, Sir,

I (hall, from the cleareft Conyvi@ion, and with
the moft public and difinterefted Intention,
give my Voicp for poﬁponlng the Enquiry ¢ill
the firft of j’ub'

Mr E—- S— P-,

M: S-———

+ Tamforry to fay, 8ir, ¢hat the honourable
Gentlemen, who is” juft fét down, would not
have borne fo hard upon me, whatever he
might have done upon my Friend, if he had
not miftaken my meaning; he has, inthe
Precipitancy of his Zeal, flippofed that I re-
prefented the ‘Members of this Houfe as
Puppcts, a&uatbd by a coficealed Power ; but,
Sir, he will be convinced that I faid juft contra-
ty + 1faid, I could not believe what my Friend
told me to be a Fa&, and my Reafon wis,
that if it had been a Fa@, the Members of the
Houf’c would appear to be Puppets ; but, a8

I did not bchcvc the Fa&, neither did I be-
}wve
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lieve the Members of the Houfe to. be Pup-
pots, or to appeatr to be fuch; now, Sig,
whether the Fac related, by my Friend, was
@t was not.true, ¥ fhall leave the honourahle
Gentleman to determine, and, if it was true,
I thall alfo leave him . to reconcile it to the
Wifdom, Steadine(s, and Confiftency, that
ought to diftinguith {o confiderable a Bramh
of the chxﬂatnrc, as he can;

Mr W B—-

Ml‘Sn-—m

Give me leate to fay, Sir, fhat at prefcnt
this Houfe is as frec from any Imputation of
‘Difhoneur; arifing from what the Gentleman
who fpoke laft; let drop to his Friend, asa
new-born Child would be from a Declara-
tion, that if he fhould ever invade the Pro-
perty of another, he would be a Thief; we
have as yet been guilty of no Inconﬁﬁency,
and, like my honourable Friend, I cannot be-
lieve, that we fhall: But, in what- light
thall we ftand, if the following Fads (hould
“be alledged againft us,

« On Wednefday, the Ninth of November,
we agrced that the Penfions, charged on the
Y4 le
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Civil Eftablithment, were an intolérable Gries
vance. On the fame Day, we pafied an un+
animous Refolution, That on the Tuefday fol-
lowing, we fhould take that Gricvance into
Confideration. On that Tuefday, we pafled
another unanimous Refolution, that we would
confider the Grievance on the next Day, and
on that very next Day refolved, that we
fhould not confider the Gricvance at all I”’

1 fay; Sir, if this fliotld be the Cafe, how
¢an fuch Fluuation be accounted for? by
what ftrange, by what miraculous Illumina<
tion can we fuppofe Gentlemen to difcover
mﬁantancouﬂy, on Wednefday, that an Opi-
nion, which they had formed on Tuefday;
after long Confideration and Debate; was ere
soneous? How fhall we account for Refo~

lutions diametrically oppofite,: pafied in the

fame Houfe, and, by the fame Members, with-
in four and twenty Hours of each other §
Will there not be then fufficient Reafon to
fulpe@ the Influence, the mere mention of
which bas given fuch.Offence? Will not
our Proceedings be confidered as a folemn
Muttimery, and ourfelves as mere Shadows,
changing Place with the Light behind us,
and depending, for our very Exiftence; upon
3 ity
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#t ? But this, Sir, bad as it"is, is not the
worft ; the Caufe of this Inconfiftericy is fhill
more alarming than the Inconfiftency itfelf 5
whatever may be our Dependance, it is for:
* the Intereft of all Parties that we fhould, at-
leaft, appear to be free; and, there is the:
greateft Reafon to fear that an Enquiry, which.
fuch extraordinary Methods are takento pre.’
vent, would difclofe Abufes, arid Enormities,:
which it is of the laft Importance on one
Bide to conceal, and, confequently, on the.
.other to difcover. If the Penfions are not a’
Grievance, why fhould an Enquiry be pre-
vented, that will thew us our miftake? If
they area Grievance, why fhould an Enquiry
be prevented that will lead toRedrefs ? We are
told, indeed, that fuch an Enquiry is preclud-
ed, by an Affurance that his Majefty will
grant no mare Penfions for Lives, or Years,
except upon cxtraordmary Occafion; but, if
we acquiefce in this Affurance, and if the
Promife fhould be fulfilled, we fhall tacitly
acknowledge a Power, to the mere forbear-
ance of which we owe our Exemption from
Ruin, and, under which, we muft acquicfce
with filent fufferance, whenever it fhall be
excrted over us. Though we may depend
spon the cxemplary Victues of that moft

amiable.
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amiable Savereign, whoth Providence has, at
prefent, fet.aver us, it would be romantic to
hape that they will be tranfmitted to all wha
fhall fucceed him. It behoves. us to da for
qur Poﬁcr'ity, what our.Anceftars did for us;
and, if it is'poflible, fecure, as a Right, what
ed 2 Favour muft be preearious ; and praceed
to.an Enquliry, which we. cannot now relin~
quith, without the Proftitution both of - our
Intereft and our Honour'; an Enquiry which
cannot but gratify a Pripce, whofe Happinéfs
is our Profperity, and which may sefirein any,
who may hereafter. delight only in the. Difs
play of their own Power, and fondly endca
vour to derxvc Glary from Oppreﬁion. .

M!‘ M"- P—-p

-

Mr Ss-—- :
I am extreamly furprnzed er, to hear Gene

- tlemen indulge themfelves in Declamations,

- only to repeat what has been faid already, and
" advance Principles that have' been fhewn to
be érroneous : It is, furely, taking up Pime
to very little Purpofe, that might be improv-
ed to the Advantage of ourfelves, and the
Public: It is making a Debate, once com-
S ' . men-
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gaenced, endlefs ; and puts the beft Reafonet,
~ in the Condition of Hercules, ftriving ‘with-
Anrteus, who, the Moment he was thrown to-
the Ground, ftarted up again with new Vigoue;
arid gave his Antagonift the:Labdur of perpe-
tual Congueft, withoutgaining the leaft Adyan-
tage from his Superiority, . It wasirrefragably.
-proved, in this Houfe, but 'a few Days agg;
that the Crown. had a Powerof granting Pens
fions, without the Vidlation of ahy Law ; that:
this Power was, therefore, conttitutional ; and;
fo united with other. Parts of the Conftityti-
on, that, to fubvert it, would endanger the’
whole Chain, of which it was'a Link. It
was proved, from our Statutes, from Hiftory,
from immemorial Cuftom, from the Journals.
of this.Houfe, not only that the granting of
Penfions was legal, but that the Legality of it
had never been called in Queftion ; and yet
Gentlemen ftill talk of exerpting the Reve-
nue from fiich Grants, as a Matter of Right,
and. affe@ tg talk.as if nothing more was ne-.
ceffiry to redrefs a Grievance, fiippofed to
auﬁ: from thefe Grants, than-to enforce Laws
that have been broken, and affert Powers that
Have lain dormant.. We have no Way, Sir,
of preventing: more Penfions from. being
grauted, but that of prevailing upon his Ma-

jetty
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jefty not to do, what might be legally done;
in other Words, by foliciting as a Favour,
what we cannot claim as a Right : This Fa-
vour, Sir, without Solicitation, is already of+
fered us, and, it may reafonably be expeed,
that thofe Gentlemen who are inclined not. to
accept it, fhould juftify their Principles, fo
extraordinary and fo new, by fome Argu-
ments equally new and extraqqdinary; that
they would, at leaft, get forward in.the Dif=
pute, and not, like a Horfe in a Mill, exhauft
their Strength, by trotting' in 'a Circle ; a.
Drudgery which the poor Beaft is -always
hood-winked to perform, and, in which, it is-
impoffible for us to imitate him, without
thutting our Eyes. Give me now leave, Sir, .
to obferve, that feveral Things have, in the
Courfe of this Debate, been taken for grants
ed, which ftill remain to be proved. We
have been told that Penfions are greatly en~
creafed, which is a Fa@ not.to be denied ;
“but it has been taken for. granted, that Penfi-.
ons are a Grievance, in Proportion to this En-
creafe, which is a Fallacy.: Under the Pro-
tection of thofe very Sovereigns who have en«
creafed our Penfions, our Wealth is increafed
in at leaft an equal Degree. If, in the Year
1703, our Penfions amounted to 42,000/
- | . and

y 9
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and if, at prefent, they amount to 70,000/ it .
does not follow, that we are now in a worfe
Condition than we were then, in the Proportion
of 42 to 70: Has not every Revenue, both
public and private, encreafed in the fame Pro-
portion? Nay, have not the Fortunes of prir -
vate Gentlemen been doubled ?  Befides, Sir,
Money has, fince that Time, leffened near
one Half in its Valye ; fo that, although the
Sum granted in Penfipns is larger, the Grati- "
fication is not equal ; and, what the King now-
gives is lefs in Value than it was when we
fuppofe that Grievangeto have been tolerable,
which we now alledge to be ruinous. There
can be no Time more proper for the Difplay of
Royal Munificence- than the prefent; great
Oppertynitics for Diftinction have offered dy-
ring a War now at an'End ; and great Merit
has been difplayed ; befides, Sir, our King is
young; he is juft afcended the Thrope; his
Heart overflows with Benevolence and Libe-
rality ; and what Wonder is it, that, with fuch
Claims upon 'his Bounty, and fuch a Difpofi-
tion to beftow, he thould have made fome
Additions to the Penfions,. which, yet, as [
have obferved, do not exceed in Reality,
whatever they may do in Appearance, the
Gratujties beftowgd by his Royal Predecefiors,

.4
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in-Citeumftances which lefs required them:
" Yet, even at this Time; and in thefe Circum.
fances, his Majetty is inclined to réftrain his
own Difpofition, that he may gratify ours ;

and what farther can be propofed by.the Ens
quiry, it is impofiible for me to imagine,

Mr R— F~ faid, in reply; that he was
forry to hear the Name of his Majefty fo fre-
quently made Ufe of in the Houfe ; that i¢
could not fail having an Influence, from which
the Houfe, s a third Part of the Legiflature,
independant on the other two, ought al-
ways to be free: That it was the more dan-
gerous, in Proportion as his Majefty was the
more amiable, and would more effectually
fcreen a Minifter who had oppofite Qualities;
He faid, alfo, that the ention of a Letter
faid to be written by the Sectetary to the
Viceroy, was irregular, and of pernicious
Tendency 3 dnd that, if it had come properly
before them, it coyld be confidered only as
the Letter of a Secretary, written to excufe or
palliate the Advice' of an unpopular and de-
firyQive Meafure, and to prevent a cons
dtitutional Enquiry into a Grievance; of which
he had been. the Caufe ; it was known, he
_“faid, that fich an Enquiry was about to be fet

. : ‘ on
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on Foot, fo early as thg fecond Day of the
Seflions, and that the Letter was written in
Confequence of that Knowledge, and with 4
View to effe what was now doing, the
poftponing thc dreaded Enquiry to a long :
Day.

The R—t H—ble Mr P~ T—,the A. G.
in anfwer to this, faid, that the Affair of
the Letter was intirely mif-reprefented ; that
§t- was not written, m confequence of Inte}-
Yigence received that an Enquiry into Pen- -
(ions would be. fet on foot: But that the
Lord Lieutenant, upon his firft coming into
the Adminiftration, had applied to the King
wpon that Sabje&, with a View of doing an
ucceptable Service to this Country, and had
obkained a Promife from his Majety, that ne
snore Penfions thould 'be granted for Lives,

. @r Years, except on extraordinary Occafions ;
that he communicated this Promife to the
'Gentemen here, immediately upon his com-
ing into this Kiagdom, and that te confirm
the Promife,. and give Weight to his Excel-
Jency’s Report, his Majefty had been gracioul-
iy pleafed -to repest it -in a Letter, which he
ordered his- 'Secretafy to Wﬁte for that Pur» :
‘P°f° D e

) . T.hc
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The Order for the Day being read, upon
the Motion of Sir R— G—, he fpoke to the
following Effe&t : '

Sil' R—' C-—-'-

Mr S,

I hope, Sir, ‘it will not be fuppofed, that
what I may offer upon this Occafion, proceeds
from any partiality, either on one.fide or the
other: Iam not inclined to fay any Thing
_againft Penfioners, becaufe I was formerly

upon that Lift myfelf ; nor am I inclined to
-fay any Thing for them, becanfe I confider
my Efcape from among them as one of the
moft fortunate Circumftances of my Life. I
muft confefs, 8ir, that every Thing that has
been faid to Day, upon the Queftion now in
Difpute, appears to me to be foreign to

Purpofe.- The firft Thing propofed, by the |

Appointment of a Committee, is, an Enquiry
into the State of Penfions; but, I think, the
State of Penfions is. perfectly knpwn already ¢
What have we been doing, Sir, in our former
Debates on this Subje&, but making an Ene
* . quiry that js now propofed to be made again ;

and, what is there to be difcovered, that is

not
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not difcovered already? The next thing
propofed, is, to feek Remedy for the Griev-
ance which Penfions are fuppofed to pro-

duce; but, furely, this is no more than a

Search for what is already found. The Re-
medy is an A& of Refumption, a Remedy
that has been applied before, particularly in
the Reign of King William, and this may be
properly done in the Committee of Supplies,
if we find that the public Money has been
mif-applied, and that Penfions have been
granted to unworthy Obje@s, which will be
the proper Subje&t of Enquiry there. If we
find that 7 5,000 /. is granted in Penfions, and
that this is a Load which we cannot bear, let
the Supplies be 75,000/, lefs. I am, how-
ever, an Enemy to Heat and Animofity, and
to the Relation of any Converfations that tend
to produce cither, and'to the Reports of po-
_pular Clamour, by which the Deliberations
of this Houfe fhould never*be influenced ; let
us a&, not under the Direction of Paffion, but
Reafon ; not under the Influence of Power,
but of Judgment ; let us confider Grievances,
and redrefs them the fhorteft Way, and, that
we may do fo, let us adjourn unneceflary En-
quiries to a long Day.

. Z Mr
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Mr A— M. -

Mr S,

1 think, Sir, with the honourable Gentle-
man who fpoke laft, that our Grievances
thould be redrefled the fhorteft Way ; but
the thorteft Way to redrefs Grievances will
not be to embarrafs and diftrefs the Govern-
ment, under the Prote@ion of which we can
alone enjoy any national Advantages: To cut
off 75,000/ of our Supplies, becaufe we
think 75,000 too much to grant in Penfi-
ons, feems to me to be a defperate and violent
Remedy, much worfe than the Difeafe : It

“feemns to me to be as rath, inconfiderate, and in-
judicious, as it would be for a Man to burn his
Houfe that he might deftroy the Fleas ; butI
am of Opinion, that we may ftill do fomething

- that we have not done, and fomething which

the Letter that has been fo often mentioned
has not precluded. We do not only want
the Encreafe of Penfions to be ftopped, but
we want fome already granted to be refum-
ed ; and, before we can fpecify fuch as we
think improperly beftowed, we muft enquire
into.the Merits and Chara@ers of thofe that

. ¥e-
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receive them, and fele&t the worthy from the
unworthy, and reprefent the whole ina pro-
per Manner to his Majefty. A Remedy we
know we have; butit is properto enquire, in
the Committee propofed, what is the moft
eligible Remedy, and to report it, in a parlia;
mentary Manner, to the Houfe ; And what-
ever the honourable Gentleman, who fpoke
laft, may fay, he muft be confgious, that, if
this is not done, nothing will be done. Some
Gentlemen have told us, that the Encreafe gf
Penfions is not a proportional Encreafe of oyr
Burthen; or, at leaft, that our Strength is pro-
partionably increafed with’it ; btit they feem
to forget, what may be feen thh half an Eyq,
that our Strength is exhaufted by other La~
bour, and that we have other Burthens, il
encreafing, to fuftain, The military and’ci-
vil Lifts were never fo high as they are gt
. prefent. We have contracted a Debt, from
which we have hitherto been free ; our Taxes
are more numerous and mare heavy, and
“our Abfentees are multiplied. Let me only
add, that we are now at Peace, and, that if
. we are now taxed at our utmoft Ability, we
thall be able to afford no auxilliary Affiftance
to our Sifter Country, in a Time of War, nor -
evep fo much 3s to defend qurfelves.

Z2 Cal.
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Colonel f— G—

Mr Se—,

Tt has been juftly obferved, by the honou-
‘rable Gentleman who fpoke laft, that the
Meafure propofed has two Objects ;- the pre-
venting the Encreafe of Penfions, and the
Redu@ion of thofe already granted : We
have the Royal Promife, that they fhall not
be encreafed, and Time will, -without any
"Trouble of ours, decreafe them every Day.
1t is this Gentleman’s Opinion, that the pro-
‘per Obje@ of the Committee’s Enquiry will
be, which of the Perfons, who now receive

his Majefty’s Bounty, as Penfioners, are wor-
thy, and which are otherwife ; buta Mo-
ment’s Refle&ion will, I dare fay, convince

“bim, that fuch an Enquiry will b= attended
‘with infuperable Difficulties. It is very pof-
, fible, nay certain, that his Majeﬁy might have
very Juﬂt Motives for granting Penfions to

‘'many Perfons, who, with Refpe fo all that

we can know about them, will appear to be

unworthy of the Favour, The fecret Springs

* of Government cannot be laid open, and it is
effentially neceflary to truft a difcretionary

Power fomewhere.. According to our Con-
' fitu-
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ftitution it in his Majefty, with Refpe& to
this Method of rewarding Services, either di-
rectly or indire@®ly, which he only can, and
he only ought to know : It does not follow,
that, becaufe a certain Perfon receives a Pen-
fion, that Perfon does, or was even thought to
deferve it by perfonal Merit, or perfonal Ser-
vices ; but it might be very fit to reward the
perfonal Merit, or petfonal Services of one
Man, by granting a Penfion, at his Requett,
to another. His Majefty, who does know,
and who only can know, what we thould feek
to difcover in vain, has taken our Circumftan-
ftances into Confideration, which none of his
Predeceflors have ever done; and the wifelt .
Thing we can do, is, certainly, to avail our-
felves of his gracious Difpofition, and rely upon
the Aflurance which he has, unfollicited, been
pleafed to make us. Let us, at leaft, ftay till
this Affurance fhall be violated, before we take
a Meafure which cannot fail to grieve and to
provoke him ; which will betray our Want of
Confidence in him, and Attachment to him,
and cannot fail of rendering him lefs inclined
to concur with our Defires, and leflen his
Complacency in our Profperity. Upon the
whole, I think we can gain nothing by the
Enquiry propofed, and that we may lofe
Z 3 -, much;

-
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much ; I fhall, therefore, give my Voice for
putting it off to a long Day,

Mr 7— Le H— made ufe of many Argi-
feats, to fhew the Impropnety of making
Ute of his Majefty’s Name in the Debates of
the Houfe ; and faid, he fhould be very
much fhocked and furpnzed if, after an una-
nimous Refolution of the Houfe, for an En
quiry into o alarming a Grievance, a contra-
1y Refolution fhould take Place, and no En-
quiry thould be made. He faid, fuch 3
Change of Conduét could not pofiibly be im-
puted to a Change of Opinion, and muﬁ
therefore, give Occafion to Surmifes hlgh]y
detrimental to the Honour and Dignity of the
Houfe, wholly mcompatnble with the Inde-
pendance of its Members, and the true Inte-
reft of the Country they had been chofen ta
;eprc(ent

The Qugftion being then put, whether the
" Enquiry fhould, or {hould not, be put off for
2 long Day, it was carried in the Affirmative,
xzb to 7

THUR$
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THURSDAY, November 17, 1763,

NINETEENTH DAY.

MR E— 8. P— faid, that he would
beg leave to poftpone the Motion he
intended to make, with Refpe& to addrefling
his Majefty on the Penfians, and the Difcove-
ry which he propofed to make concerning
“them, till after the Suppties were granted, as
he would, by no Means, delay that Bufinefs._

Mr R—— F“—o

Mr S—y -

1 hawve the Pleafure to. aoguamt nhc chfe,
that a Work of great Importance, at -whigh -
we have been labousing fix and thirty Years,
is, at laft, nearly compleated. The Key and
Harbour of Bally Caftle arenow put into fuch
a State, that more than fourteen thoufand
Ton of Coals have been thipped within the

laft twelve Months, from thence to Dublin,
and other Parts of the Kingdom, which will
fow be provided with a Neceffary of Life of
Z4 univerfal
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univerfal Confumption, and the greateft Uti-
lity upon reafonable Terms. This Wark
was undertaken by Mr Boyd, who agreed to
advance the Money neceflary for the Pur-
pofc, out of his private Fortune; and the
Committee that was appointed to enquire
into the State of the Harbour, and Colleries

of Rally Caftle, have come to the following
Refolutions ;

1. That Hugh Boyd, Efq; hath built 3

| compleat and lafting Harbour at Bally Cafle,
of hcwn Stope,

2. That it has pot been in the leaft De.
gree difturbed by any Storms,

3, That feveral Shlps have been favcd by

the Harbour, that would otherwife have
been loft. S

4. That large ‘(&éntities of Coals have
been exported from Bally Cafile Colleries,
. fince the Harbour has been built.

5. That the Harbour is a great National
Benefit,

6, That
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6. That 77621 6s. 3d.. has been eipcnd-
ed by Mr Boyd in the Work.

». That this Sam fhould be paid to Mr
Boyd, to re-imburfe him his Expences. -

8. That 1779/ §s. 9d. being the Re-
miainder of the Sum of 9541/ 12 5. at which
the Repair of the faid Harbour was eftimat.
ed, fhould be paid to Mr Boyd to enable him
to compleat his Work,

The Houfe agreed to the firft fix of thefe
Refolytions, but, when the feventh was aboug
to be read a fecond Time, Mr’ f— F— G-,
got up, and fpoke to the following Effe& :

Mr f— F—G-.
Ms Se—,

I perfe@tly concur with the Houfe, in a-
greeing to the firft fix Refolutions of the
Committee, but, I think; it would be unpar-
Jiamentary, to agree to the feventh and eighth,
for the Re-imburfement of Mr Boyd ought, by
;he conftant Cuftom of the Houfe, to be re-

ferred .
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ferred to the Committee of Supplies. I am
alfo of Opinion, Sir, that the Houfe fhould
be very cautious in granting away the pub-
lic Money ; for it will naturally be inferred
from profufe Grants, that we have Money to
fpare; and that our Complaints of the Pen-
fions, and a heavy Civil and Military Efta-
blithment, as a Borthen we cannot fuftain,
are il founded. Iam forry to fay, that}
have been Witnefs to many pecuniary De-
mands upon this Houfe, which, I think,
ought to be anfwered by the Inhabitsmts of
the feveral Diftrits that were immediately
benefitted by the Works, -on which ¢the Mo-
ney was expended, particularly Bridges, and
Churches ; and, 1 think, that as well on Ac-
count of the real State of the Natior, asto
fave Appearances, the ftrieft Oeconamy
* fhould be obferved, . '

Mr R— F—,
Mr S,
1 am Torry; Sir, that it i neceffary to ob-
. ferve, that the Demand ‘now made, with
which ‘the Houfe has, upon the Refolution

of a Committee, been moved to cgmply, is
: . very
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very differentfrom the Prayer of a Petition,
1t is the Demand of a Debt, Sir, which this
Houfe has engaged to pay, upon Conditibns
which the Cottimittee has reported to be
fulfilled, and, which we have juft allowed to
be fulfilled, by confenting to that Part of the
Report. In a former Seffions,Sir, MrBoyd un-
dertook to compleat a Work, at his own Ex-
'pcnce, upon Condition, that, when it thould
be compleated, he fhould be reimburfed by
this Houfe; this Houfe engaged to reim-
burfe him upon that Condition ; we have
_juft agreed that the Condition is fulfilled, and
the honourable Gentleman, now infinuates,
that he thould not be repaid his Expences, fof
fear the Government fhould think we had
Money to fpare! He has, indeed, recom-
mended Oeconomy, and againft Oeconomy
I have no Objection ; yet, befides, that it is*
bad Oeconomy not to pay our Debts, I muft
obferve, that there is no worfe Oeconomy
than an ill-judged Parﬁmony By with hold-
ing the Sums neceflary to improve our Ma-
nufaGures and Trade, to 'facilitate the Com-
munication of Place with Place, to fupply
all Ranks with the Neceflaries of Life, and
promote fuch Principles as produce good
Londudt, would as cﬁ'e&ua]ly be our Ruinas"
the
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the moft thoughtlefs Profufion. It is good
Oeconomy to lay out Money with Advantage;
and Money laid out in repziring Harbours,
perfecting Manufactures, facilitating Commu-
nication by Bridges, and promoting good
Principles, by building Churches, will be re-
turned in public Benefits, with an Increafe
of an hundred-fold.

The R—t H—ble Mr A4— M—,

Mr S—,

1 perfe@ly agree, Sir, with the honourable
‘Gentléman, who fpoke laft, that no Confi-
derations of Oeconomy fhould prevent us
cither from paying our Debts, or procuring
public Advantages; yet, I think, no Refolu-
tion of this Houfe fhould be made to ‘bind
the Committee of Supplies to grant a certain
Sum for a certain Purpofe. Iam alfo of
Opinion, Sir, that fome farther Examination
fhould be made, whether the Condition, on
- which we have agreed to pay this Sum;
which is upwards of feven thoufand Pounds,
has been fulfilled. I would not be thought -
to bring the Report of a Committee caufe-
lefsly into Queftion, but if my Memory does
v . not
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not very much deceive me, 1o lefs than ten
thoufand Pounds was granted, many Years
ago, for the very Purpofc now faid to be ac-
complithed; and, in a fubfequent Seffions,
.ten ‘thoufand Pounds more, and the Work
was then reported to be compleated asit is
now, \yet, for want of fufficient Skill, in
‘condudting fo unufual an undertaking, and
‘of fufficient Knowledge in chufing the Ma-
terials, it came to nothing ; the wooden Part
was ina thort Time deftroyed by Worms,
-and the Waves foon afterwards beat down the
reft. 'The Work being then to do over again,
sanother Application was made, and mere '
Money was granted, which was loft like the
“former, though reported to have been laid
out to better Purpofe. Iam, therefore, of
Opinion, that though Mr Boyd undertook to
‘compleat the Work at his own Expence,
“according to an Eftimate, upon Condition,
- that he fhould be reimburfed when it was
compleated in an effetual Manner; and,
“though a Committee has reported it to be -
. effeCtually compleated, or nearly fo ; yet that
it would not be prudent to grant the Money,
- except Mr Boyd will enter into fuch Securi..
- ty as fhall ' be approved, that it fhall ftand
. ot fop
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for a certain Number of Years, which it muft
do, if the Committee is not miftaken in their
Report. I think, therefore, that the Report
with Refpect to the 7th and 8th Refolutions
fhould be recommitted, that the Report of
the private Committee may come again ig
the wfual Way, before the Houfe, and that
it may then, according to the conftant Ufage
" of the Haufe, be refesred to the Committee
of Sypplies.

Mr R— F— fajd, in reply, that there was
the greateft Realon to copclude, that the
Work at Bally Caftle would ftapd, that moft
Part of it had already ftood four Years, apd
_ the reft two, and that Stone Work, when it

gave way at all, generally gave way before
the Cement was hardened ; and, he obferved,
that as thefe Confiderations were Inducements
“to pay the Money without Security, fo they
would, for the fame Reafon, incline Mr Bayd
to give Security, if it fhould be required,
which he made no doubt of his being ready
and willing to do.

Upon this the 7th and 8th Refolutians,
. were recommitted, the Houfe not heing wil-
ling to bind, or to influence ‘the Committee

of
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of Supplics, in the Grant of the Money, |
clalmed by Mr Boyd.

FRIDAY, Now. 18, 1763.
TWENTIETH DAY.

R R— P— reported from the Com-

mittee, to whom the 7th and 8th

“Refolution mentioned above were recommit-
ted the following Refolution ;

« That Hygh Boyd, Efq; deferves the Aid
of Parliament, upon his giving Security, by
Recognizance before the Chief Baron, er fome
other Baron of the Excheque, to fupport and

.keep in repair, at his own Expence, the
Works by him erected at Bally Cq/ﬂe for
ene and twenty Years.”

Dr Le——.

Ml’ S-"'"_.

" This Work at Bally Cafile, Sir, has been
* made a Pretence for getting Money from the
' Pubhc, ever-fince the Year 17215 and, Mr

. .: . qu4
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" Boyd, upor the Payment of the laft 10,000/,

gave the fame Security that he offers now for
keeping it up ; yet the whole Work went to
rack, and we engaged to advance him more
Money. . I am told, Sir, that there was a
Sand-bank on the Outfide of that, Harbour,
which by the Surge is now carried into it,
and renders the Ground there almoft level

‘with the reft of the Strand, and it is well

known, that there is no River or other Way by
which the Sand can be carried out of the

‘Harbour ; it is certain that the Public has not

profited in any Degree, by the vaft Sums
that have been laid out upon the Work, and,
therefore, I fhall not give my Vote to re-
ward Mr Boyd, for having profited himfelf.

Mr P— T—, the 5. G.

-Mr §—,

As T happen to be perfe@tly and particu-
larly acquainted with the whole Tranfa®tion
concerning the -Coal-Mine, and Harbour of
Bally Caftle, 1 beg the Patience of the Houfe
to lay it properly before them. A Colliery

-was firft difcovered at Balky Caflle, in the Year
1721, and Mr Steward, the Gentleman in

whofe Eftate it lay, obtained a Grant from
Par-
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Parliament of 2000 /. to affift him in work-
" ing it; he obtained 2600 /. more in"the next
Seffions, and another 2600/, in the Seflions
follow;ng Al this Money was expended -
" in finking Shafts, and in other Works necef-
fary to open and’ work the Colllery, which
was of very great Advantagé to Mr Steward,
and to the Neighbourhoed, but no Advan-
tage could accrue from it to the Public, ex-
cept a proper Harbour could be made at’
* Bally Cafile, for exporting the Coals to diffea.
rent Parts of the Kingdom ; this being re-
fefented to Parliament, 5006 /. was granted
in one Seflions, and 5000 /. more in another,
to make fuch an Harbour; but thefe Sums.
being found infufficient, 10,000/, was grants
ed afterwards, at which Time Mr Bayd to
- whom the Property of the, Coal Mine had
defcended, entered into Security to compleat
the Work without farther Aid: But, nots
withftanding this vaft Expence, amountmg to
1o lefs than 26,000 /. tending principally to in-
creafe Mr Boyd's private Fortune, and;notwith-
ftanding the Security he had given, the whole
‘Work fell to Pieces, But, after this Dif-
appointment of the Public, and after this
Forfeiture of his Engagement, he applied a-
gam to Parliament, in the Year 1759, for
Aa farther
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farther Aid: It is true, indeed, that he did
not defire any Money in Advance, but ke de-
fired that if he compleated the Work, he
fhould be re-imburfed his Expence, It is
alledged, that the Parliament yielded to this
Requeft, and plighted their Faith to repay
him fuch Sums as he thould lay out in the
Work, upon Conditions that are now fulfill-
ed; butI do not find this AHegation fupport-
ed by fufficient Proof; and, I think, con-
fidering the vaft Sums that had before been
thrown away upon the fame Ptoje, and the
Inefficacy of the Security that had been given,
it is not very likely to be true: However,
he is now come with his Claim, and expects
that the Public thould pay for a Work, which
willimmenfely encreafe his Eftate ; this is a
Meafure, in.which I can never concur, and,
if 'I thought it reafonable, that he fhould,
in any Manner be re-imburfed the Sums
that he has laid out for his own Advan-
. tage, I would propofe, that the Money fhould
be raifed among thofe who fhare the Advan-
tage with him, the Neighbourhood, which
would have been furnithed with Coals from
his Mine, if the' Harbour had never exifted ;
and by a Toll to be paid by the Shipping,
that come into, and go out of the Harbour.

’ . The
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The keeping the Harbour of Dublin clear js
certainly a public Benefit, yet that is not
done by an univerfal Tax; but by Methods,
which, I think, may be very properly adopt-
ed in the prefent Occafion. ,

Mr ¥— B—; a Cocr,

Mr S-—--, .

I very readily admit, Sir, that the Colliery
at Bally Caffle has beenan Obje& of Parlia-
mentary Attention for many Years; and, I
think it is impoffible to bring a ftronger
Proof that it is of national Importancc, the
only Thing to be confidered, in my Opinion,
is, whether the Harbour is, at length, what
the Wifdom of Parliament has been fo de~ -
firous to make it. If it is, fcarce any Sum
can be called large, that has, or fhall be pand
for that Putpofe, compared with the im-
menfe Wealth that is annually drained from -
this Kingdom for Coals, or with the Benefit
the Public will derive from our fupplying that
' Commodity to ourfelves. By the Account of
Coals brought from Bally Caflle, the laft
Year, it appears that there was a faving to
the Nation of at léaft 10,000/ and it may

Aaz . eafily
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cafily be demonftrated, that the Trade mauit
encreafe every Day. It is true, that the
Work has not proceeded with an uninterrup-
ted Succefs, and, confidering its Nature, it
would have been a Miracle if it had ; build-
ing a Harbour is an undertaking that is not
executed twice in an Age, and thofe con-
cerned in it, having, confequently, no expe-
riental Knowledge, miftake and mifcarriage
are almoft inevitable ; the Lofs, however,
that has accrued in carrying on the Weorks
of Bally Caftle, arofe neither from mifma-
nagement nor miftake ; but from an Event
which no Sagacity could forefee, and which
neither Diligence, nor-Skill could remedy.
The Worm, common in the Weft Indies, but
" hitherto unknown in Europe, got into, and
- deftroyed the Wooden Frame, on which the
Mafonry was conftructed in the fame Man-
neras it is in all Works.of the like Kind ; if
it had not been for this Accident the Work
would, in the Opinion of unexceptionable
" Judges, have ftood for Ages ; and, by the Ac-
_counts that have from Time to Time been
given into this Houfe, by the Perfons intruft-
ed with the Money that has been granted to
carry on the Work, they appear to have laid
it out with Integrity and Occonomy. I will

o not

i
\
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“not deny, that the Work is of Advantage to
the Undertaker; but it is of much greater Ad-
vantage to the Public; and, furely, it would
be unjuft, that the. Public fhould withold -
from him a Reward for the Service he.has
rendered it, merely becaufe a private Ad-
vantage accrues to him from the fame A& :
" Ivis the great Art, and the great Duty of
‘Government, to make Duty .co-incide with
Intereft, and thus unite the Advantage of the |
Individual with that of the Community.
'The Government has very wifely allotted 3
Reward for apprehending Robbers ; and if a
. Man fhould feize a Thief as he was going
off with his Booty, and thus recover what
he had ftolen, would it not be very injurious
to deny this Man the Reward, upon Pretence
that he was a fufficient Gainer by the A&
already, in recovering the Property that he
would otherwife have loft? It is certainly
our Intereft to encourage thofe, who ritk
their private Fortune in Undertakings of pub-
lic Utility, independant of the private Advan-
tage they may obtain by their Succefs; and,
Iam, therefare, of Opinion, that Mr Boyd,
. having fucceeded, fhould be re-imburfed his
Expences, which, if he had not fucceeded,
would have fallen upon himfelf. ,
' Aajz Mr
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Mr R— F—, in reply to Dr L—, faid,
that he was furprized to hear one of the Re-
prefentatives of the Capital objeét, to the Re-
imburfing of Mr.Boyd, as that City profited
more by the Work than any other Part of the
Kingdom ; he was fure, he faid, that the
Price of Coals was. already reduced by it, as
feveral Ships from Bally Caftle, had arrived
with Coals but a few Days ago,

Dr L— replied, that though he thoughs
himfelf under the greateft Qbligation to the
City of Dublin, for making Choice of him
for one of its Reprefentatives, yet he. thould
be very fory to haye it thought that he would
fhew any Partiality to it, at the Expence of -
the Reft of the Kingdem ; he added, that for
his Part, he had as yet experignced none of
the good Effe@ts of the Harbour, and Col-
liery at Bally Caftle, for, that Coals were ag
dear as ever ; and he thought it time enough
to pay for public Service, when the Publig
gxperienced that they had been ferved.

J¢ was then urged, that she private Come
mittee was impowered only - to -enquire into;

and report ¢ the State of the Harbour of Ball
Caﬂlc
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"~ Caftle, and not to report ‘that Mr Boyd de-

ferved the Aid of Parliament, That it
would, therefore, be irregular, and 3. bad
Precedent for the Houfe to agree to that Re-
folution, befides having an -undue Inﬂuence
on the Committee of Supplies,

. It was, thcreforc, propofed, that the Re;.-
folution fhould be recommitted.

And it was ordered to be re.committc;i
accordingly, -
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SATURDAY, Nw. 19, 1763,
TWENTY-FIRST DAY,

H E Houfe, according to Order, re-
folved itfelf into a Comrmttce, to con-
fider the Supplies, and the Lord Lieutenant’s

Speech, .
The R—t H—ble 4— M— took the
Chair as Chairman.

Mr P— T—, the A. G. laid before the

Committee, an Account of the Supplies thag .

would be abfolutely neceflary to carry on the
King’s Bufinefs; and he particularly diftin-
guithed the Sums neceflary for the Military
Eftablithment, for the Civil Eftablithment,
and, for the Payment of the Intereft on the
Nat;onal Debt: He then, faid, thatin con-
fequence ofthe Expences, neceflarily attend-
ing a burdenfome though fuccefsful War,
the Parliament had granted a Power to the
Crown, to raife 950,000/ partly by Aids,
and partly by Vote of Credit, but thatit had
pot been found neceflary to raife more than

950,000/,
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650,000 /. for which Intereft was agreed to
be given at five per Cent.. He then propo-
fed that 100,000 /. which had been lent free
of Intereft for the firft Year, fhould ftand at
five per Cent. thatthe other Debentures fhould
. be thrown together ; that 350,000/ fhould
be drawn at four per Cent. and the Reft re-
majn at five ; but, that the Debentures at
four fhould be laft paid off : He then made a
Computation of the Intereft, and added the
Amount to the Civil and Military Eftablith-
ment : He alfo computed the Amount of the
hereditary Revenue, and the additional Da-
ties, at a Medium for fourteen Years, and, de-
duéting this. Amount with that of the Loan
Duties, from the Sum to be raifed, fthewed
~how much would remain for incidental Char-
_gss, the King’s Letters, and the Improvement
of the Country. He begged Leave to ob-
ferve, that, of the Money borrowed, there re-
mained in the Treafury 130,000/, fo that the .
National Debt could not be ftated at more than
520,000/, He then flated the Amount of
the Military Eftablithment in 1754, fince
which Time, feveral Regiments had been
fent from that Eftablithment to America,
and, faid, that, although the military E-
ftablithment did now much exceed that A-
) mount

»
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mount, yet that the Increafe could not reafon-
ably be objeced to, if it was confidered that
Part of it arofc from the Addition of Dra-
goon’s Pay ; that the Number of Regiments,
and the Seaff, were alfo encreafed, and an ufe-
ful Body of Artillery added. All thefe Aug-
mentations, and Additions, he faid, were ab-
folutely neceflary, and fuch as the Country-
" could much better bear now, than it could
bear the Eftablithment of 1754 at that Time,
though the Amount of that Eftablithment
was lefs ; and in this Opinion he hoped the
Committee would concur, He obferved,
however, that, before the: Motion was made
for complying with the ufual Grants for the
Supply, it would be neceflary to put a Quef-
tion on the State of the National Debt. It
was, therefore, moved, that it was the Opini-
on of the Houfe, that the National Debt was
520,000/,

‘To this it was objeed, that, if the neat
"Debt was fuppofed to be 520,090 / the Sum
that remained, after dedu&ing 130,000/, the
Money ftill in the Treafary unfpent, from
650,000 /. the grofs Debt, the Nation would
not get Credis for the jooo /- Poundage on

the
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the 200,00 /. borrowed by a Vote of Credit,
(See the Debates of the ninth Day.)

Mr M— then faid, that he mnft put the
Quettion on the lefs Sum, and, therefore, mo-
ved, that it was the Opinion of the Commit-
tee, that the National Debt amounted to
515,000 /. at Lady-Day laft. '

Mr R— Fiiz-G— replied, he was well
informed, and fully perfuaded, that the Vice-
Treafurers had an undoubted Right; by Law,
to the Poundage in Queftion, and had a&u-
ally received it: He added, that now to de-
prive them of it, by a Refolution of a Com-
mittee of the whole Houfe, would be contrary-
to all Juftice: That if their Right was doubt- -
ful, it {hould be tried in a Court of Law, and
Jeft to the Determination of furch Court,

Mr f— Fitz-G—, and Mr P— T—, the
A. G. declared themfelves ta be of the fame
Opinion. Mr F— G— faid, that, as the
~ Houfe had not only acquiefced in the Vice-
Treafurer’s appropriating the gooo /. but con-
firmed it, he thought that the fetting afide by
a fubfequent Law, what a prior Law had car-
ried into Execution, would be attended with

— much
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much worfe Confequences than the Lofs of
the Money. And the A. G. faid, that as he
had not the leaft Doubt of the Vice-Treafu-
“rers’ being entitled to the Money which had
been allowed them, he could notthink it pru-
dent to put the Public to the Expence of a
Suit.

" The Queftion being then put on the lefs
Sum, it pafled in the Negative, 85 againft 57.

And the Queftion being then put on the
larger Sum, it paffed in the Affirmative, Ne-
mine Contradicente.

A Motion was then made, that the Com-
mittee thould agree to grant the ufual Sup-
‘plies, which produced the following Debate :

' Mr E— S— P—.

I think, Sir, that our agreeing to grant a
grofs Sum, under the Denomination of zfual
Supplies, will preclude us from the Advanta-
. ges of objecting to the Grant of Money for
any particular’ Purpofe, Itis the Cuftom,
Sir, of another Country, to mention every

Eftab-
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Eftablithment particularly, and provide for it
as the Houfe thinks proper, after a feparate
Confideration ; and I therefore intend to
move for an Amendment in the Motion, and
that the Word neceflary fhould be inferted,
inftead of the Word #fual; and then, what-
ever Sums may not be thought zeceffary, and
whatever Modes may not be thought proper,
may admit of Debate;; Gentlemen will have
an Opportunity to offer their Thoughts upon
-the Subje&, and a better Regulation may take
Place. As to what the honourable Gentle-
man on the Floor has faid, ,with Refpe to
. ftating the military Eftablithment, I fhall beg
Leave to obferve, that, I think, the laft mili-
tary Eftablithment, for a time of Peace,
thould not have been ftated from any particu-
lar Year; if itis ftated for the two Years
1752 and 1753, and for the two Years 1754
and 1755, and fo, at a medium, it will be
found lefs than the prefent Eftablithment,
which is alfo a military Eftablithment in
Time of Peace, by a much more confiderable
Sum. .Now, Sir, I (hall endeavour to thew
that the prefent Eftablithment is not neceffary:
for any good Purpofe, either to us, or our fifter
Country, for I fhall always confider our Inter-
efts as umtcd and I (hall alfo endeavour to

Ihew
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fhew, that, whatever ufeful Purpofe it may be
fuppofed to anfwer, it mruft incur Difadvanta-
ges much more than equivalent, by taxing us
above our Ability. In the firft Place, it will,
I fuppofe, be readily granted, that the Milita.
ry Eftablithment, during the Peace that was
concluded at 4ix-la-Chapelle, was fufficient
. for that Time ; and I fhould be glad to know
why the fame Eftablithment is not fufficient
for this. Has this Peace left'us in lefs Secu-
rity, or is it likely to be of lefs Dutation ?  As
we have been lately taught to think the con-~
trary, by Affurances of the higheft Authority,
this cannot be fuppofed ; and, if any Gentle-
man prefent, can fuggeft anoth¢r Reafon, why
the Military Eftablithment, that was fufficient
then, is not fufficient now, I thould be glad to
hear it. But it has been faid, Sir, that we
are now better able to bear the prefent Eftab-
lithment, thar we were to bear an Eftablith-
ment fo much lefs, when it took .place. Now
I mutt, in the firft place, beg leave to ob-
ferve, that, allowing this to be true, it cannot
be fuppofed to juftify the Exceedings of the
~ prefent Eftablithment, if fuch Exceedings
cannot be proved to be neceflary ; for I fhould
be very forry to think any Gentleman in this
- Houfe imagined that our mere Ability to fuf~
: . tals
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tain a Burthen, was a fufficient Reafon for
laying it on. But, by what Powers of Elo~
quence are we to be perfuaded that our Abili-
ty is greater ? At theConclufion of the Peace
of Aix-La-Chapelle, in the Year 1749, Mo~ -
ney was accumulating in the Treafury, as ap-
peared from a Surplus that will not eafily be
forgotten: The hereditary Revenues, as well
as the additional Duties, were encreafing ; the
Article of Management was much lower ;
and the Lift of Penfions was comparatively
fmall ; Employments, and their Salaries, were
within narrower Bounds; there were no Ex~
ceedings in the Concordatum, and extraor-
dinary fecret Services were not thought necef-
fary. But, at prefent, Sir, our Treafury is
not only exhaufted, but we are encumbered.
with a Debt of §20,000 /. the Intereft of
which our beft Calculators have been ex-
tremely puzzled in contriving to pay ; the Lift
of Penfions is enormous; many new and ufe-
lefs Employments have been created, and the
Salaries of the old ones greatly encreafed;

many more Perfons, of great Property, are be--
come Abfentees ; the Revenues of the Crown,
during the laft Yeaf, have decreafed more than
40,000/, and -will, probably, decreafe ftill
more ; and the Management of them -1s, not-

" with-
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withftanding, regulated upon a larger Scale.

We have read; Sir; very extraordmary Ac-

counts of Eloquence, and Accounts ftill mors
extraordinary of Mufic: We have read, Sir,
that Ampbion’s Mufic influenced the Stones
- to dance into a Wall ; and this Feat, I be<
lieve, ftands hitherto unrivalled by any Pow-
ers of Eloquence ; yet, I think, he that can
perfuade us that we are richer, when we are

not only without Money, but in Debt, than

we were when we were not only out of Debt,
but had a confiderable Sum lying by us, will
fairly turn the Scale in favour of Eloguence
againft Mufic, and effeGt a greater Wonder
than Ampbion, who .built Thebes with his
" Harp. The military Eftablithment is faid,
Sir, to be a neceflary Preparative for War;
* but can that prepare us for War, which tends
- to deftray our Exiftence? Are we to be pre-
pared for War by'a Drain of Taxes, which
will exhauft, and more than exhauft us, du-
ring Peace? The beft Way of improving
Peace into an Ability for War, is the Cultiva«
tion of Arts, the Extent of Trade, and the
Prad&ice of Occonomy; for this only can in-
vigorate the Root, of which all the Modes of
national Defence are Branches. I am atham-
¢d, Sir, to defcend tg Particulars, after fo ge-

neral
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neral a Confutation of what has been faid in
favour of our prefent Eftablithment ; and yet,
left it thould be pretended that Particulars
were pafled over, becaufe they were not un-
derftood; I fhall beg leave to obferve, that,
as Matters arc now managed, the ufual E-
ftablithment of 12,000 Men will coft us con-
ﬁdcrably more than formerly, without produ-
cing one fingle -Advantage. Thefe 12,000
Men, Sir, are now formed into fix more Re-
giments than they ufed to be, and the Num-
ber of Officers is, confequently, greatly in-
creafed ; this increafes Expence; and it- alfo
increafes Dependants, which cannot be pre-
tended; I think, to be national Benefits: Itis,
however, pretended, that, when a War fhall
break out, thefe Regiments may be eafily re-
cruited, and a neceflary Number of Men raifed -
without forming new ones ; and that the Offi-
cers, which are now faid to be fupernumerary,
will be better able to difcipline the Men, than
young Gentlemen juft taken into the Service:
But, if the Peace continues long, the Expence
of thefe Officers, till they can be ufeful, will
be more than equivalent to the Ufe they will
be of on the Approach of a War, even fup-
pofing they will then be as ufeful as is pre-.
- tended ; but I think it is eafy to-thew thatthis-
Bb - will
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will not be the Cafe : Officers that have
grown old in a State of liftlefs Inativity, du-
ring a long Peace, who have been ufed only
to lounge about at Country Quarters, without
any Thing either to think of, or to pradtife,
but Expedients to kill Time, natorally grow
diffatisfied with their Prof¢flion, and get a
Habit of neglecting the Duties of it, by hav-
ing little Duty to do; and it is not reafena-
ble to believe, that, upon an Augmentation;
Gentlemen in thefe Circumftances, and under
thefe Habits, will exert themfe¢lves with fo
much Zeal and Activity, as young Men,
. warmed with a Spirit of Enterprize, new.to
the Profeffion, and pleafed with the Splendor
and Parade of i it, when their Service is requir-
ed : and, as to the Ability of difciplining the
*new Troops, every Gentleman, who has the
leaft Acquaintance with military = AfRirs,
knows, that the difciplining Recruits gene-
rally falls to the Share of ' non-commiffioned
Officers, and, therefore, that there is no need
of an expenfive Train of commiffioned Offi-
cers for that Purpofe. Let me alfo, upon
this Occafion, obferve, that, during the laft
Woar, the new raifed Regiments diftinguithed
themfelves as nobly as any of the Veterans of
the erld, and that the Engli/b Militia were

remark-
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rémarkably well difciplined. I come, now,
€6 canfider the Staff, and, as that feems to
have been erortoufly encreafed, without any
Ptetence of Advantage, the Trouble of fhew-
ing fuch Pretences to be fallacious, is preciud-
ed. I fhall only obferve, that the Eftablith-
mentin Englandis 17,600 Men, and the E-
ftablithmvent here But’ 12,000, but yet that the
8Btaff Here is double to the Staff in England :
M in England the Staff is fufficient, I fhould
Be glad to know why it is to be formuch more
here ; the Difproportion is immenfe ; if the
8taff upon 12,000 was only equal to that up--
on' 17,600, the Difproportion would be great ;
Bu, if the Staff upon 12,000, is double to
that upon 17,600, there muft certainly be
fome Reafon for it, very different from mere’
military Advantsge, I am wmnwilling to fug-
goft that Reafon, and, indeed, it is fo obvi-
ous, that it need not be fuggefted's efpecially’
as moft, if not all the general Officers, are
Abfentees; Ag to the Ordnance, which is
anather heavy Article of our Expence;, hav-
ing encreafed no lefs than 26,000 /. I confefs:
myfelf wholly unable to conceive what End it
can anfwer: We have no Fomﬁcatlons as I
know of, to defend; and, I am informed,

nPon very good Authority, that all- this Ord-
B b 2 nance
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nance does not include as many Cannon as
would mount ‘a thirty-Gun Ship: Thereare,
however, no lefs than twelve Clerks belong-
ing to that Board, and it has, in every Re-
fpe&, the fame Eftablithment, as to Officers,
with that in England ; with all this it is liable
to no Check, nor is it included in the Muf-
ter-Office: At prefent, I confefs, this is not
much to be regretted, for, I am perfuaded,
the noble Earl, who now prefides in this De-
. partment, will take Care to have the Duty
effeCtually done, and the Corps kept com-
plete. Itis, indeed, a happy Circumftance
for us, that he has been appointed to this Sta-
. tion, as well on Account of the Integrity and
Uprightne(s of his Charater, as on Account
of his refiding and fpending his Fortune a-
mong us: But if the.Corps fhould go inta
the Hands of another Commander, who may,
probably, be of another Country, the Differ-
ence will be very much to our Difadvantage.
The Commander has a Power of filling up
all the Employments, except fix, which will
then, probably, be given to Perfons who re-
fide on the other Side of the Water, and the
whole Corps, -being fubje& to no Check,
might do what they pleafed. As the milita-

ry Eftablithment, thc:cforc, appears to me tt;:
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be, in every Refpeét, inconfiftent With the
National Intereft, and to be equally abfurd
and pernicious, both in a general and particu-
lar View, I muft beg leave to move, that

the Word zeceffary may be inferted inftead of
.the Word ufudl. .

' Mr P— T—,the A.G.

To the Amendment now propofcd by the
Honourable Membcr, I have two Objections ;
1 think it is, in itfelf, i improper; and, I con-
" fefs, I cannot conceive that it can anfwer any
End. It is certain, that, in a neighbouring
Country, a Supply is feparately voted for e~
very particular Part of the Eftablithment,
and there it feems to be very proper, becaufe
the Supplies are granted every Year : But here
the hereditary Revenue is a ftanding Fund for
the Exigencies of Government, whatever they
may be ; and the additional Duties are voted
only as an Aid to that Fund, and are, there-
fore, confidered as included in it: The Sup-
plies, therefore, are always voted in one Ag-
gregate, and I do not fee how they can be
voted otherwife. I cannot, however, com-
prehend how this Mode of granting the Sup-
phes, can deprive us of the Advantage of ob-

Bb 3 jecting
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je@ing to particular Parts of the Eftablith-
ment, which may be thought improper or
unneceflary. If the honourable Gentleman
thinks 12,000 Men too many, he may obje®
to the Sum appropriated to the 'Payment of
them ; and, if it be the Senfe of the Houfe,
that a fmaller Number of Men will be fuffi-
cient, a lefs Sum will, confequently, be voted.
The fame: Thing may be done with Refpect
to the Officers, the Ordnance, and every other
Part of the Eftablithment ; nor does the Mo-
tion already made, in any chree ptccludc it,
The Amendment propofed, I ‘think, is alfo
mproper in itfelf 3 for, if the Word necefary
is fubftituted inftead of the Word ufua/, it
will imply that fomething wnneceflary had
been propofed.  As to my making Choice of
the Year 1954, in ftating the Difference be-
tween the prefent Peace Eftablithment, and
that fubfequent to the Treaty of Asix-/s-Cha-
pelle, 1 thought myfelf warranted in jt, as
that Year was, very nearly, a Medium be-
tween the Conclufion of the Treaty, and the
breaking out of the laft War, I muft alfo
beg leave to obferve, that there are feveral un-
avoidable Caufes of the Increafe of the prefent
Eftablithment, which he has not confidered.
‘I‘ he Pay of the Dragoons was ingreafed by a
Yote
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. Vote of this Houfes there isa half Pay Lik
which amounts to 32,000/ a Year, and an
additional Staff was added to the Regiment of
Dragoons ; if thefe Sums are dedu&ed, he
will find the Encreafe of the Eftablithment
by no means fo large as he would fuggeft.
As to the Mode of fixing the Eftablithment,
it has, upon very mature Confideration, been
adopted by a neighbouring Country ; and, as
I am informed, approved by Perfons of the
greateft military Experience. As the Increafe
of oyr Expence, therefore, is net fo unaccoun-
table as he fuppofes, neither .is it fo burthen-
fome: Let us confider the Amount of the
Sums which we have voted for interior Im-
provements, and, from that, infer our pecuni:
ary Ability. In the two Seflions before the
Year 1753, 200/, in each Seffions was thought
a fufficient Bounty for public Works : In the-
Year 1753, when there was a Surplus in the
Treafury, o lefs than 30,000/ was granted
in fuch Bounty, and 40,000/, more the Seffi-
ons afterwards, fo that from that Time to this,
I cannot think there has been lefs than
400,000/, granted for the Improvement of
this Country, which, perhaps, is more than.
any other Nation in Europe has allotted to the
fame Purpofe, confidering the Difference of
‘ - Bbg Extent
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Extent and Revenue. Now, Sir, if we are
able to expend fuch Sums upon other Objects,
of National Advantage, how comes it that
we are crufhed at once by the Increafe of our
military Eftablithment?  As this Increafe a-
rifes from the Execution of a Plan that has
been approved by the beft Judges, as moft ef-
feGtual for .our Defence, it fhould, in my O-
pinion be confidered as neceflary to a
Scheme for promoting National Advantages,
and come in for its Share of the Sums allotted
to public Works: Befides, Sir, as I would
not fuppofe that the vaft Sums granted for the
Improvement of this Country have been ex-
pended without improving it, I muft con-
clude, that our Abilities, after Improvements
adequate to fuch Sums, are 'proportionably
greater than they were before, and that our
Country is at once better Worth defending,
and more capable to provide far its Defence,
I will add, Sir, that in Proportzon as it is bet-
ter worth defendmg, it'is more likely to be
attacked, and, for that Reafon, a more effec-
tual Defence is neceffary ; "what is worth
keeping, is worth taking away, and our Dan-
ger from without, increafing in Proportion to
our interior Profperity, our Preparations
for Defence fhould alfo proportionally en-
creafe,
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creafe, and the fame Circumftances that fur-
nith the Reafons for thefe Preparations, will
alfo abundantly furnith the Power. ‘To con-
clude, Sir, let me appeal from Argument to
Experience ; every Gentleman prefent, has
a pleafing Demonftration of the Encreafe of
our public Wealth, by the Encreafe of his
private Fortune, and, I call upon all that hear
me, to declare whether, in general, it is not
more than equivalent to the increafed Ex-
pence of our Military Eftablithment, which
has, with all the Pathos of Exaggeration, been
reprcfcnted as an Inundation, or an Earth-
quake, that was to fweep us from the Face
of the Earth, or to bury us in its Bowels ; for
thefe Reafons, I fhall Vote to have the Quef-
ftion put, as I propofed it.

The R—t H—ble #'— G— H—,

Iam very forry, Sir, to find myfelf under

a Neceflity of differing, as well from my
honourable Friend near me, as from the ho-
nourable Gentleman on the Floor, who{poke
laft;: In my Opinion, Sir, the prefent Peace-
Eftablithment fhould be compared with that
of the Year 1751, as that Year and the pre-
fent are the Years immediately fubfequent to
the
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the Treaties of Peace, and, I muft obferve,
that particular Circumftances, or Exigencies,
peculiar to either Year, are not to be confi-
dered as Parts of the general Plan, nor is the
Expence which they might make neceffary,
to be confidered as an Expence effential to
fuch Plan. Now, I do not find that the Ex-
pence of the prefent Peace-Eftablithment, ex-
ceeds that of the Peace-Eftablithment, in the
Year 1751, more than 111,000/, Out of
the Staff which makes part of that Sum, we
muft firf dedu the Sum of 5500/ an addi-
tion to the Salary of the Lord Lieutenant ; and
the Sum of 4000 /. an addition to thc Sa-
lary of the Secretaries, making together g 500/,
we muft deduct the half-pay Lift which a-
mounts to 32,000 /. and the additional Pay to
the Dragoons, which amounts to 20,000 4
~more, with the increafed pay to the Deputy
Quarter-Mafter, Adjutant-General, and other
necefary Staff Officers, fo that the Encreafe of
the Eftablifhment cannot be reckoned at quite
50,000/, As to the Staff, I muft acknow-
ledge, that it is heavier here than in England ;

but, I think, it is eafy to convince every
candid and dlfpafﬁonate Mind, that it muft

be fo; there is not a fufficient Number of”

Gentlemen rcﬁdent in Ireland, and properly
quali-
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qualxﬁed to furnifh the Staff 5 as a Staff, there-
fore, is effentially neceflary, it muft be form-
ed of Gentlemen who have Regiments in
Englgnd, and Seats in the Parliament there,
with other Appointments, which make their
Attendance in that Kingdom indifpenfibly
neceflary 3 fo that if the Staff confifted
only of the neceflary Number, fuppofing the
whole to be refident, the Bufinefs could neveg
go on, fome being always unavoidably ah-
fent; that a {ufficient Number, therefore,
may be refident, to tranfadt the Bufinefs here,
it is neceflary that the Staff (hopld confift of -
Super-pumeraries. I muft now obferve, that
though the conftitutional Eftablithment, in the
Year 1751, Was 12,000 Men, yet there was
at that Time but 11,500 Effetives kept
up; but as we now keep up the whole
Number, the Expence of 500 Men muft be
dedué@ed fram the 50,000 /. which the pre-
fent Eftablithment is fuppofed to exceed the
Eftablithment of 1751.  But it is objected,
that, in the prefent Eftablithment, there is a
greas Increafe of Officers ; I admit the Fa&,
but, I think it by noMeans unjuftifiable ; Gen-
tlemen, that are not experimentally acquainted
with military Affuits, may fuggeft what they
pleafe, but thofe that are, know that an Ar-

my
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my receives very great Advantages from a
numerous Commiffion. Officers that have
been trained in the Service muft have a Skill
that young Officers cannot have, and, allow-
ing that Recruits are d1fc1plmed chiefly, by
non-commiffioned Officers, it is neceflary
that the commiffioned Oificer fthould have
fome Experience, in order to fee the non-
commifflioned Officers do their Duty, and to
know when it has effe®ually been done.
Befides the Gentlemen who have Commiffi-
ons under the prefent Eftablithment, were
before in the Service, dnd, if. they had not
been taken into the Forces that were kept on
Foot at the Conclufion of the Peace, when
their own Corps were difbanded, they muft
have received Half-pay ; fo that we have the
whole Advantage of their Service for the ad-
dional Half-pay, which they recéive upon
being employed; neither is the Difproportion
between the Officers and” private Men fo
great as appears at firft Sight, when Allow-
ance is made for the Reduction of a° Com-
pany from every Regiment, and .a Man
from’every Company and Troop, which Al-
lowarice will reduce our Commiffion, nearly,
to the fame Plan that has been adopted in
England. From this exceeding of 50,000/

we




Day XXI1.]  Afairs of IrELanDd. 383
we muft alfo dedu@ the Increafe of the
Artillery, and the only Queftion will be,
whether that Increafe is neceflary. Now,
Sir, the State of the Artillery, before the pre-
fent Regulation took . place was wretched in
the higheft Degree. Upon the little Alarm
that was fpread by the rath and hopelefs At-
tempt of Thuret, a Train of Artillery was
marched to Newry, and another was fent to
Clonmel; but, neither of thofe Trains had
fifty Men with them as a Guard, nor was
there one of thofe that were with them, that
"knew how to fire a Gun; it is, therefore,
very clear that fome Regulation was neceffary,
and that which has been fo much complain
ed of, fcarce makes our Artillery proportio~
nate to our Eftablithment of 12,000 Men.
The Artillery Company confifts of 400 Men,
which coft 26,000 /. a Year; pow in Eng-
land, where the Army confifts of 17,6003
the Train of Artillery confifts of 1500 Men,
which cofts 150,000 /. a Year; fo that con.
fider this Eftablifbment as you pleafe, it will
be found neither difproportionate in itfelf,
with Refpe& to its feveral Parts, nor to the
Ability of the Country, nor to the Service it
is to perform ; it has been faid, indeed, not
to be adequate to the Service, and that it could
o not
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not furnith Cannon to a thirty-gun Ship, and

this I am willing to admit, at prefent, be-

caufe it isin its Infancy, but the very Objec-
tior {hews a better State to be defirable, and
it is making its Progrefs towards a better
State every Day. Upon the whole,. Sir, I am

rfuaded that 12,000 Men cannot reafon-
able be thought too many, and’ that 12,000
Men could not poffibly be put under a better

Regulation.
Mr H— F—,

I obferve, Sir, that the Kenoarable Gen-
tleman, who fpoke laft, among other Expe~
dients to reconcile us to the enermous Ex-
pence of eur military Eftablithmient, has ob-
ferved, that, in many Inftances, i is the fame
4sin Great Britain; but, furely, if we take
him at his Word there needs no other Proof
that it is an Expence which- we camnet pef-
fible fuftain ; how is it poffible, Sir, that this

mjferable Country, precluded from every

advantageous Branch of Trade, fmall in ex
tent, and three fourths of it unpeopled, &

Country that feels itfelf finking under a Debt:
of 600,000 /. the mere Intetef¥ of which it
has puzzlcd our moft able Calculator’s to pay,-

how
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how is it poffible, Sir, that this Country
fhould keep pace with Great Britain, the
moft flourithing and moft opulent Nation
under Heaven, with a Trade that covers the
Sea, and bufies the moft diftant Parts of the
Earth; of great extent in comparifon with
this inferior Spot, fwarming with Inhabitants,
and abounding with Money ; a Nation that
fuftains a Debt of 1 50,000,000/. of which
it pays the Intereft without giving up one
Luxury, or negle@ing one interior Improve-
ment? That we fhould be expected to pay
~ for public Eftablithments, after the fame Rate
as this mighty Nation is furely unreafonable
in the higheft Degree ; but the honourable
Gentleman has gone farther, Sir, hie has al-
lowed that in fome Atticles. we pay after a
ftill dearer Rate, even than Great Britain;
he has allowed, Sir, that our Staff is fuperior,
and he bas alledged’ that it ought to be fo,
for a Reafon that exhibits our Situation in
the moft mortxfymg amd alarming: View.
Deplorable, indeed, is the Condition of that
Country, which is under the unhappy Ne-
ceffity of paying twenty Servants, that it may
be ferved by ten, at the fame Time that the
Wages even of the ten, amounts to more
than it can afford to pay. We have been

< told,



1

386 Debates relative to the [Day XX

told, Sir, that we.muft pay a numerous Staff,

becaufe fome will ‘be always -abfent, and

becaufe it is neceffary that a certain Number
fhould refide 3 now, Sir, it will appear, that
after an unreafonable Sum has been exa@ed
from us to pay many, as the only Condition
upon which we can be ferved by few, thofe
few render us no Service at all; it is well
known, Sir, that -our whole Staff is abfent,

notwithftanding the Refidence of a certain

Part is fuppofed to be indifpenfibly neceffary,
and, notwithftanding, we are to pay for the

Refidence of that Part at fo enormous a Price :

The Injury, therefeore, that we fuffer by this

Meafure, is the moft complicated and aggra-

vated that can be imagined ; we pay a double

Number, that we may have the Service of

balf; the Service of half is abfolutely necef-

fary, but the Service of half is not rendered

. us, and it is not rendered, becaufe thofe whom
we pay for it are, with others, whom we

alfo “pay for doing nothing, fpending our

Money in another Country! I would not

be thought, Sir, to exaggerate Faéls by ima-

ginary Circumftances, or give them a more

formidable appearance by Rhetorical Flou-

rithes; when General Officers on the Staff

were wanted here at the Reduction of the

: ‘T'roops,

|
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Troops, there was not one to be found, and
we were under a Neceffity: of hising other
Genetals to .do their Bufinefss and fhall
we tamely confent te. comtinue 'in a:Situation
at once fo oppreﬁve and: ridiculous ?.  Shall
we contract Debts of which we wcan. neither
“pay Principal, nor. Intereft, «hat: we ‘may
maintain a2 Number of Servants, - whom we
never fee,in Idlene(s and Luxury, and, at the
fame Time, hire Men by the Day to wait: at
our Table? ' A .

Therc is one Articlc, indeed, in which
the hohourable Gentleman has "told:ds,we
“are- nof rated cqual to the. Proportion. dbferv~
. &d in England, . that of our Artilledy ;5 but,
though our Artillery may tbe.lefs in Propor-
tion to oir 12000 Men, ‘than ; the Artillery
of England, ' in Propottion 1 17,600, yet it
does not follow that'wé are under-rated in
that Article, for the:Artillery of England muft
be confidered as relative, not only to the
17,600 Men, which he has mentioned, but -
to a vaft Marine, of whi¢ch he has taken no
"Notice ; and to feveral Forts, which it is there
thought' neceffary to keep up; whereas it
is well known that we have neither Forts not

Marme. As I-am now following the honour-
' Cc able
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able Gentleman in a Comparifon that he
has drawn between this Country and Exg-
dand, 1 cannot omit to obferve, that our Mi-
titary Eftablithment includes four Regiments
of heavy Horfe; that, in Emugland, heavy
‘Horfe have been laid afide, as well becaufe
- they are more expenfive, as becaufe they are
defs ufeful than other Troops; in this Article
certainly, the Difadvantage is on our Side, and
1 thould be glad to know upon what Pretence
we are loaded with an ufelefs Expence from
which our Neighbours are fet free.

I think, Sir, that we have fome Reafon to
complain of the Manner in which our Regi-
ments have been multiplicd, even fuppofing
the Maultiplication of them to be an eligible
Meafure fimply confidered ; all our old Re-
giments, Sir, {uffered a Reducion of ome
Company to make room for the new favo-
rite Regiments that were to be placed upon
~ this Eftsblithment; now, Sir, the Officers
of thefe reduced Companies, had, furely, a
right to confider themfelves as ititled to
their Commiffions, and the full Advantage of
them, at leaft, while the Regiments to which
" they belonged fhould be kept up; the pub-
fic Faith was pledged to them for this, and,
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upon their Confidence in the. public Faith,
they had formed their Habits of Life; no

Man ean be blamed for not providing againff

Contingenciges, to which he has no Reafon to
fuppofe himfelfgliable ; and it is very inju.
rious to fubject a Man to Evils, which he has
neither deferved nor forefeen; the Gentle-
men, Sir, that have thus been turned out of
their Appointments - Have Wives, Families,
Creditors, or Dependants of fome Kind, who
wiufl fuffer with them ; and the Injury to In-
dividuals, muft, therefore, extend to a very
large Circle ; the Mifchief, however, does not
ftop here, for the Public is equally injured as
a colle@ive Body. The Increafe of Regi~
ments and Officers, for which the Redu&ion
of thefe Companies has made reom, muft en-
creafe the Power ofthe Miniftry,by encreafing
the Number of its Dependants; our Army is
indeed, rather an Army of Officers than Men;
and the Influence of the Minifter extends as
well to thofe who are in expetancy as to
thofe that are in Poffeflion of Commiffions ;
and this Difadvantage alone is, in my Opinion,
much more than a Counter-ballance to any
Advantage, either real or pretended, in the
raifing Recruits, or difciplining the Men, Byt
whatevcr may be the Utility of the ERablith-

Cc2 ment

.
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ment propofed, I am fure it will be too dear-
ly purchafed by this Country, for the Ex-
pence can never be defrayed but by a Tax
upon Land, and, as this Country is circum-
ftanced, a Tax upon Land %uﬁ be its Ruin.
-1, therefore, thall give- my Vote for the A-
mendment, that we may, atall Events, fecure
to ourfelves the Power of objecting to thofe
Parts of the Eftablithment which fhall ap-
pear to be Grievances, and, from- which, not.
withftanding what ' has been fuggefted to the
contrary, many Gentlemen think we fhall be
precluded, if the Refolution pafles in its pre-
fent Forn.

* Mej—t W— B—,

After making feveral Calculations, and
confidering the Eftablitbment in_all its Bran-
ches, concluded, that the additional Pay of the
Officers, deducting the Half-pay, which they
muft have received,. if they had been difmif-
fed, did not amount to mare than 4000/, a
Year. He faid, that the honourable Gentle-
- man, who fpoke la_d’é, had infinuated that fome
Regiments were Favourites: Favourites, he
faid, was an opprobrious Name, becaufe it
had been generally applied to thofe who did

: : not
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not deferve Favour ; but that we thould con-/

fider whofe Favourite a Perfon was before we
. determined the Senfe of the Word ; to be the
Favourite of a refpectable Chara&er, faid he,

certainly. 1mplxes Merit ; and thefe Regiments.

are the Favourites of the Public, the moft re-
fpe&able Character upon Earth ; ‘thefe Regi-
ments moft glorioufly diftinguithed them-
felves in the Service .of their Country, on the

Plains .of Minden, and have purchafed the’

Favour of their Country with their Blood ;
‘the Word Favourite, therefore, can be no

Difgrace to them, nor to favour them a Dif-’
graceto us, The honourable Gentlcmen, he.
alfo obferved, had hinted that heavy Horfe.

were not ufeful in Proportion to their Ex-
pence ; but this, he faid, he apprehended. not
to be univerfally, though perhaps, gcncrally
true ; becaufe the heavy Horfe, by their
Weight, performed fuch Service at Marbourg,
as no other Troops could perform. In an-
fwer to what had been alledged, with Refpe&t

‘to the Increafe aof Mmlﬁenal Influence,
by the Increafe of Regiments on the Efta-.

blithment, he obferved, that the Influence
arifing from the Dependance and Expectation
of Officers upon Half-pay, would be much

Cc3 greater, :



392 Debates relative to the [Day XXI,

greater, and, for thele Reafons, he declared
himfelf agamﬂ: the Amendment,

* Mr H— T—, gotup to anfwer Mr B—,
but Mr H— H_, the P. S, having been up
before him, he fat down.

Mr H._ then repedted, and inforced the
Arguments that had been before urged in fa-
vour of the Neceflity and Propriety of the
prefent Civil and MilitaryEftablithments ; and
he added, that there was not a Kingdom in
the World that had lefs Reafon to complain
of public Taxes, and that its Difadvantages,
with Refpect to Ttade, arofe rather from the
Extravigance and Folly of its Inhabitdnts,than
from apy Reftraints that were impofed by
Government ; no check could be pretended he
faid, except upon the Manufactures of Wool-
len and Silk; and this would be attended
with no National Difadvantage, if the Na-
tives would contribute to the home Cornfump-
tion of thefe ManufaGtures, by wearing them
- themfelves ; which a fenfelefs Voariity prevent-
¢d them from doing, at the fare Time that
they were clamouring ai’?h& Government,
upon Preterice that the Mamfa&ories, thus

Janguithing by their own Folly, were not en-
| o ' | couras

— | —— e P .
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couraged : He added, that Jreland fuffered
much more from the Conduét of its Inbabi-
tants, by wearing foreign ManufaGures, and
fpending their Money in another Country,
than by any Demands of Government ; and
that whatever Outcry had been made againft
the Supplies, as exorbitant and oppreflive,
it was certain that no Neceflary of Life had
yet been taxed ; and that,even the Supcrﬁuities :

of Life, were enjoyed upon eafier Terms i

Ireland, than clfewhere. He obferved, that
Money was never fcarce, where Intereft was
low ; and that, in Ireland, Money might be
had, upon public Security, - at four per Cent.
and upon private Security at four and an half.
He therefore concluded, that the vehement
Complaints of Grievances, asifing from the
Supplies granted to Government, were with
' out Foundation; and directly contradicted by
the general Conduét of the People ; that they
could anfwer no End but the fomenting caufe~
lefs Difcontent at Home, and encouraging
hoftile Attempts from abroad ; and that the
moft effetual Way of cultivating the Arts of
Peace, and putting a Stop to the licentious
Riots of the lower Clafs of People, was to con-
«cur upanimoufly in the Support of Govern-
ment and the Laws. ’ '
Ccyg Mr -
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Mr H—- F— then got up, and proceeded

to anfwer Major ﬂ’ B-—, to the following
Effect ;

. -Mr 'H—— F—,
I thall not attempt, Sir," to follow the ho-

nourable Gentleman below me, on the Floor,
from Plain to Plain,and from Battle to Battle,

in Order to difcover which of our Regimcnts‘

diftinguithed themfclves moft ! for I have al-
- aways underftood, that, during the laft War,

all the Britifb Forces behaved fo as equally
to deferve the AffeGtion-and Efteem of their

Countey. I therefare, Sir, fee no Reafon to -

changc my Opinion, that it wasa very ‘cruel
and injurious Meafure to break one Company,
in each of the old Regiments, to make room
for new Corps: The old ‘Corps had a Right
to be continued by their 8eniority and Situa-
tion, according to all Rules of Juftice, and by
their Experience and habitual Service, accord-
ing to all Rules of Prudencé : Their Difmiffi-
~ on, Sir, was repugnant to’ ‘the very Conditions
upon which they held-their Pofts, and con-
trary to.the-known and-effablithed Rules of
~all the Countries in-the -‘Wotld. Some of
the new Regiments! that were thus eftablithed,

DPOR
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upon the Ruins of the old, had:no Service to’
plead; and others were kept-on"Foot, contrary
to the very- Conglitions-iinder'which they were
raifed, for they were raifed only during the
War, er. for: a certain- ‘Fime,” The Injury;
therefore, of continuingthefé, and difbanding
the Veterans, was double ; the Veteran, the
‘Soldier I mean, -for they are Men as well as
their. Officers, were, by long military Service,
difqualified for any ether'; and’ the new Men,
who were not perfedtly broken to military
Subordination and Fatigue, wifhed 'to. obtain

their Difcharge ; fo that we have contrived our -

Difmiffion and Eftablithment in fuch a Man-
ner, as to punith equally thefe whom we dif«
band, and thofe whom we keep on foot, to
fay nothing of the Injury done to the Public.
The honourable Gentleman, Sir; has amufed
us with very minute and elaborate Calculati-
ons, but, Tam of Opinion, they will convince
very few that the Increafe of our Eftablith-
ment, with Refpect'to our Officers, amounts
to no more than 4000/, We have heard
many Diftin&ions concerning the Sum of
111,000 /. which the prefent Military Eftab-
lithment is allowed to exceed the Eftablifh-
ment immediately fubfequent to the laft War;
1 fhall not enquire, Sir, into what Parts this
La . Sum
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Sum may be divitled, or examine the feveral

Modes, Times, and Purpofes, of laying it
on ; all chat I think neceflary to obfesve is,
that it is a neat Increafe of our Expence, and
that it is beyond. our Ability 0 pay, which,
I think, is an infapersble Obje@ion againft it.
The honourable and learned Gentleman who
fpoke laft, has, indeed, inferred our-pecuniary
Ability from the low Intereft of Meney ; bug
though, .in, general,, this Inference. may . bg
juft, it is not fo with Refpe #o us, - and, I
think, I can eafily thew that the low Intereft
of Money in. Ireland, is the Effet of Poverty,
not of Wealth; ,Qur Sg:cq;_xt;cs are genenally
bad, and our. Trade is’under great Refiraints
and Difcopragements; ; the few, - therefore,
who have Money to lend, areat a Lafs how
to employ it. . As we aze an Iflgnd goverped
by our own. Laws, agd not conpected with o»
ther States in. coramercial Intereft, we are ftil}
defirous of laying out our Money at Home,
and, as good Security is rare, we are tempted
to lend our Mency on {uch. Security, when it
' can be found at a low Intereft, not bacaufe
Money is plenty among us, but becaufe -we
have no Opportunity of difpofing of it better ;
and, if the honourable* Gentleman will: recol»
Y@, 1 am fare he mufl acknowledge; that,

except
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except on public Security, and futh private
Security a5 is very rare, Mongy is not to be
had here for lefs than fig per Cent. befides
Feés to Lawyets, and Attornies; in the very
A& of borrowinig. - The honourable Gentle-
mari has allo mentiontd the Cheapnefs of -
Provifiohs, and Labour, -as another Inflance
of our Wealth; But the Cheapnefs of Provi-
fions and Labom', proves, to Detnonftration,
that thie compatative Value of Money is high,
and the compatative Value of Money can ne-.
ver be high, but where it is fcarce: Befides,
Sir, Provifiéns and Labout are not cheap in a:
particular Country, in Proportion asthey coft
lefs Money, than in another Coantry; they
are cheap and dear only with Refpect to the’
Proportion their Valie bears to the Value of
Money, whatever it is. If we look into our:
ancient Annals, we fhall find that there was
a Time when a whole Sheep was fold for a
Shilling, but it does not follow that Mutton
was then cheaper than it is now ; for it will -
be found that a Shilling was of the fame Va-
lue ‘then as the Sum is that will purchafe a
Sheep now : If thisis confidered, it will feem
no Paradox, that though Previflons and Labour
may be procured here for lefs Money than in
gnother Country, yet they are equally dear s
and



398  Debates relative to the [Day XXL

and if we judge of the Number that cannat
procure the Provifions that the honourable
Gentleman has fuppofed to be cheap, we
muft conclude that they are much dearer: I
fhall therefore only defire the honourable
Gentleman, and every other Member of this
Houfe, to recollet the Situation of two

Millions and a half, of the three Millions of .

Inhabitants which this Country is fuppofed to
contain, and then lay their Hands upon their
Hearts, and declare whether their Country is
rich or poor. Astg the Riots of the lower,
Clafs of Peaple, which, it muft be confefled,
Have been too frequent, I think.the moft ef-
feual. Way of - preventing them, would be
to avoid the Subflitution of real Evils in the
Place of thofe imaginary ones that have mifled
them ; for, though we have no Reafon to de-

fpair of quieting their Minds, when it may be. -

done by ‘diffipating an Illufiop, yet there will
be little room for Hope, when ‘it can be done
only by concealing a Reality,

Mr T— Le H— faid, that he thought it
‘very improper to -anticipate a Debate, which
could properly come on only upon an En-
quiry into the Grievance fuppofed to arife
from the Eftablithment, which was not the

- ' S Subje
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Subje@ of the Day; and, therefore, he
thould only fay, that, in his Opinion, the A-
mendment ought to be admitted, as it feemed
to .be the prevailing Opinion, that the Mo-
tion, as it now ftood, would preclade fuch an
Enquiry, which, he was perfuaded, the ho-
nourable Gentleman did not intend : He ad-
ded, that ‘he thought the Word neceffary
could be no Slur upon their Proceedings, but
that they greatly expofed themfelves to Cen-
{ure, by objecting to fo reafonable 2 Word.

Mr P—T—, the A; G. faid, that, in that
Houfe, he never confidered himfelf as a Ser-
vant to the Crown, being fenfible that every
Service to the Crown was a-Service to the
-Public, their Interefts being infeparably united.
It was true, he faid, that it fell to his Share, in
-Virtae of his Employment, to propofe the
Eftablithment, and made no Doubt but that
his henourable Friénd, who propofed the A-
mendment, would, upon Recollection, be of
Opinion, that every proper' Enquiry might be
made, if the Motion fhould pafs without A-
mendment, and, therefore, that he would not
~ -infift upon the Motion for Amendment,
which, it agreed to, would be contrary to the
immemorial Practice of that Houfe,

Mr
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Mr E— S— P— faid, be hoped he bad
faid nothing from which his honourable and
worthy Friend could infer that he meant to
fecede from his Opinion, or his Puepofe ; and,
therefore, infifted on the Queftion for the A-
mendment, adding, that, if it paffed in.che
Negative, he would trouble the Hoife no
more, as he fhould be conyinged it would be
to no Purpofe.

The Queftion was then put, and it paffed
agasnf} the Amendment, 122 againft 74,

After this, many Petitions, which bad
been referred to the Committee of Supplies,
in Favour of new Works, were rejeGted, it
being alledged that confiderable Sums were
ncccffari for carrying on Works already be-

n, which would otherwife be ablolutely
Joft to the Public, and that the Finances of
the Country would not admit of the large
Grants that were follicited to begin others 3
But, notwithftanding this, a Petition for ap-
Aid of 4000/, to make the River Bandon
navigable, was preferred, and granted, upon

she Queftion, by a fmall Majority.

Sir
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Sic A4— A~ then faid, shat he had a Pe- *
tition in_his Hand, fef-an Aid of 4000/. to
make a River near 4rmagh navigable, but
that, being conviaced by what had been jufk
faid, he would withdraw it, notwithftanding
s Petitien of the fame Kind had been juft
gramted ; upon which many Gentlemen faid,
that they would oppofe the Refolution of the
Gommitte¢ with Refped to that Petition i
the Houfe, and with Refpeét to the granting
pecuniaty Aids for any new Work, -

Mr E— S— P— offered a Refolution to
the Committee, that 8000/, thould be depo-
fised in Troft with the Duplen Society, or any
other Body of Men, that fhould be thought
proper, to be diftributed i Premiums for the
Encouragemcnt of feveral Manufa@ories, ad-
ding, thet he thought himfdf under an indif-
penfible Negeflity of -urging this Depofit, as
de was the Medns of preventing Parliamen-
vary Aid frorh heing granted 4o particular Per-
fons, upon Petitions, and as the Houfe had ex-
prefled its Approbation of cncouragmg Arts
md Ma,nufa&ﬂms in tlus Way.

- The ?R--t‘ H-—-’ble Mr A M- faid, that,
I ‘ in
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in his Opinion, this Motion fhould be defer-
red till all other Grants, which the Commit-
tee thould approve, fhould be made, becaufe
it would then appear; whether fuch a Sum
could be fpared for that Ier‘ ,

. Mr P— replicd that: hls Health wou!d riot
permit him to ftay till all the Grants were
made, and earneftly recommended the Refos
lution to the Care of the Houfe in his Ab+
fence ; upon which Mr M.._,'the -Chairman;,
promlfed that he would give'a proper - -Atten=
tion to it.

- -l
Sir W— O recommended a Petitioni fot
an Aid of 2,600 /. to repair the Archiepifco-
pal and Parochial Church of Cafbeil, the Pari+

fhioners not being able to repair it themfelves,

The H—ble Mr B— M-~ objeted to it;
-as a bad Precedent, ‘and faid it would encou-
rage Parifhioners to fuffer- their Churches to
-run out of Repaxr, in Hopes of Parhamcntary
Ald :

Sir W— O— ;epﬁed,'r:haf:i(' the Afiftince
of Parliament thould be thus abufed, the E-

vil would be Icfs than a:public- ng!eét of an
Obje&
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Bljedt-itnmdiiitely connedttd with Religibn,
and effential to the public Espicife of. 1:«;40&
that the Archiepifcopal Church, once a fplen-
 gid anf-fpenious Edifice, . anet nowdn’ fo-rhi-
“nons » Gouitlon,. thetthws: Avchbifliop and
- hi Clexgy affaiabind forxdivipe W orthip in'd

Bam, svhaadded; they whilé ‘tie: Mafe- Houfes!
in,many, Placel maed¢ asibegror Appecrmed
than the(Chumhes, the. Pegple,: who- 38k
nat be, fuppofed. to. extoat: ths Bifeadull
frem the ¢kternal Circumfbanrces of Relogmf, ;
wapld, be: indDapger of Sedattion; by the At
of Pricfte;and Miflomries; who werecwatth |
ful to improve exery Incidentrtis thoir Adwunlt
taga: Asa Prood of the Bfirid vhat AIPropEe

Regard to the Rituals of Religion prodwegs:

on the Mind, he told a Story of a Geptleman
of drekandl, who,-baving; resynied- his -Serdnt
with him, into Flenders, and::tiken hiin. 10/
high Mats at:g grest Churghyalked hig, sk
" they were coming out, what he. thoughit:of}
~ the Church and the Ceremapy.? < -Thisk,
* Sir, fays,t eTcllow, why_ think I neyes,
u Jaw God ,‘},lmaghty fexved likea Gentlemdnz
o bCf0¢'¢” .",_ . (.,.-...' .

: An Amcndmcnt was th:n made in. tbc’
Motion, by mfertmg 1000/. inftead of 2,6004 °
-7 Dd . L, and
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and thg Committde tcful'ml ﬂmtbat S
ﬁwuldhegmtd '

“Many otber &ms weré dlfo M b ﬁ
was fid, ih Cohfegtiente of. 2 Diéseradination
previcufly made, nbtwiththbudirits ol the Ob-
je&tions that could Be wrged afphingt it the
Committee heing fmall, amd mgtowiﬂg late,
Y. B= fird, ﬂm& fecelpd:So- kit ¢hiat
Time Was mire precious (Han -Mohey, abd’
thas, s he poresived it wis topo Purpofe %
appele. the Grifits. of Moy Jor patticulut
Purpafes, he maved, that thie. Commilttey
thould report that they: had weade foie Pro-
grels q-nd dmmmwhl hﬁ!!‘ l&é&&! ﬁ(
w

. Do Zen !'ewndul Mrﬂ—a; a«dﬁi'é whit
Hcahh fhonld ' nb moere b kvithed by lary
Houm, than Mongy by Jobbsy aid the M-
flon ligieg put; wai agréed o,

The-8fieakiek theh refumihg the Ehair; the
Reptm was iifalle actordingly; - and it wasre:
felved vhet #hie- Houfe veonld, sext Mowduy
Morning, refolve itfelf into a Committee, ‘to,
ronfider farther of the Supphcs; aud the Lo;d
[..rémaant‘s sp&;ch ,

' .

mEnd#' VQL« L
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